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These Considerations 


F ASKED TO devise a graduate course for astrologers on chart 
5 interpretation, I would certainly include an intensive study of 

time twins. The charts of three pairs of time twins, people born 

on the same day, are included in this issue and examination of 
each of these pairs should open readers’ eyes to their value. What is it 
that is present in their horoscopes that determine the similarities and dif- 
ferences in character, personality, and life path for each of a pair of time 
twins? What is it in the planetary positions of 12° January 1893 that 
identifies the blueprint for a Nazi leader who would die at age 53? Two 
men born that day were and did. What is it in the placements of 21 July 
1899 that indicate that at least two individuals born that day will be re- 
membered for their unique writing abilities long after their suicides? 
And if the lives of these time twins exhibited such strong similarities, 
very much as astrological theory would suggest, what is it about the 
charts of two people born on 13" October 1925 that can be associated 
with such diametrically opposite lives and personalities? 

Prier Wintle offers the contrary approach. In a separate article he de- 
scribes Five Jugglers, people who seem to have been very similar in how 
they have influenced the many thousands who became their disciples. 
Yet these five were born at quite different times in different years. Do 
they have astrological traits in common? 

The Surrealist poet Andre Breton, a strong vocal advocate of astrol- 
ogy in earlier times, is Douglas Smith’s subject. This delightful essay 
completes our publication of selections from Doug’s work Big Waves on 
the Far Shore: Towards an Astrology of Great Visions. We have been 
gratified to hear that readers have shared our own enjoyment in these 
wide-ranging essays. 

This issue includes several other familiar writers: Barbara Koval de- 
scribes the generalized astrological ages of an individual (something to 
compare to the Septenary); Bob Makransky explains Mare Edmund 
Jones’ Natural Disposition; Virginia Reyer tells of misdeeds in the 
Church; and Ruth Baker and H. Shuseh Kokubu provide succinct Horary 
examples. Each of these insightful astrologers has helped improve our 
astrological knowledge in the past. Their articles here will surely help 
add to that knowledge and to your enjoyment. 

One area that doesn’t received as much attention as it perhaps should 
is the Astrology of Weather Forecasting. Ken Paone, an expert in the 
subject, provides a forecast of some weather highlights for the coming 
months. The talented people on the Weather Channel are usually accu- 
rate when forecasting up to a week or so ahead, but they still can’t really 
compete with astrology when it comes to forecasting the weather several 
months into the future. Enjoy! 


Five Jugglers' 


PRIER WINTLE 


T THE ENTRANCE to the traditional Tarot pack stands a curi- 
ous figure in a broad brimmed hat of symbolical shape, holding 
a little wand in his hand and with a collection of stock-in- 
trade magical articles before him on a table. He is the 
Juggler, the mountebank, the man with Siddhis, a snare to trap the 
unwary, the ambitious, the power-seeking, and the covetous, at the 
outset of the path of mystical knowledge. These almost invariably see 
in him a guide who can teach or transmit to them various secrets and 
powers which they can use, in this world. In fact, however, he can do 
nothing save produce a few cheap signs and wonders, and invariably 
wrecks the lives and fortunes of any that remain with him. They must 
either withdraw or pass beyond him. But the myth of the Magus 
dies hard, and legendary figures of the type, men such as Cagliostro 
and the Comte de Saint Germaine for instance, still exercise a persis- 
tent fascination, and this in spite of incontrovertible proofs that the 
first was a swindler and the second a political adventurer. 

The purpose of this article is to deal with a modern development of 
the myth. It is a strange fact that ever since a little before the turn of the 
20" century new versions of the Tarot pack began appearing in which 
the Juggler is depicted quite differently. Now called the Magician or the 
Magus, he is a majestic, thoughtful figure. His table is transformed into 
an altar, or a symbol of the universe, and his magical paraphernalia 
into the symbols of the four elements. Instead of the cheat and trick- 
ster, a noble guide or guru, we are to believe, beckons us. Right from 
the start of the mystical path we can be confident of finding a reliable 
guide; one able and ready to instruct us in every step of the way we 
shall later have to tread. And paralleling this, the world's attitude to 
"the mystical teacher" has undergone an exactly similar change. 
Cagliostro and the Comte de Saint Germaine fascinated and deceived 
a few but were always regarded with the greatest distrust by the ma- 
jority, and at no time did their ‘teachings' ever have the slightest 
chance of becoming the basis of a popular movement. Quite other- 
wise is it today with the legion of cults which have mushroomed 
since the 1870's. Helped by the vacuum left by a declining general 
belief in Christianity and the consequent widespread yearning for a 


' Except for the final four pages, originally written in 1972 and published in 
Astrology, Volume 47 Number | (Spring 1973). 
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spiritually satisfying something which could take its place, almost any 
figure who dared to make claims for him or herself, and who could back 
them up with any sort of show of mysterious erudition and unusual pow- 
ers, could rely upon obtaining a popular hearing and followers. And a 
few of these have succeeded in founding what can only be called endur- 
ing pseudo-religions; some of which have even achieved quite consider- 
able respectability. Yet a candid examination of the edifice behind the 
facade, made with resolute refusal to stand in awe of the ‘Magus' who 
erected it, invariably all to clearly reveals that it was, after all, still only a 
piece of Juggler's work. Prime examples of edifices so founded, I con- 
tend, are the Theosophical and Anthroposophical Societies. Less widely 
known, and with a much smaller popular following, are the groups or- 
ganized by, or around the teachings of, George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff and 
Aleister Crowley, and here probably a good many people will approve of 
my calling both of these gentlemen "Jugglers". Ostensibly, however, 
both of them founded religions of the elite, or the elect, and their follow- 
ers steadily continue to promulgate their teachings while claiming the 
right to admit only those proved worthwhile (after various tests) to their 
closed groups, from the many interested aspirants who apply. I propose 
to examine the charts of these two and those of Madame Blavatsky and 
Rudolf Steiner, the central founder figures in Theosophy and Anthropo- 
sophy respectively, with a view to demonstrating certain features in them 
which I believe are tell-tale—that is, those which are in my opinion rec- 
ognizable features of a juggler’s chart. Having extracted these I will then 
compare with them the chart of a group leader who, judging solely from 
his printed and published pronouncements about himself, might fairly be 
suspected of falling into the same class, to see how it fits the picture. 

Clearly, if it should prove to be possible to recognize in advance from 
his or her chart the ‘religious leader’ who is actually a pretender and 
mountebank, this will be one of the most rewarding pieces of research 
ever undertaken. Astrology will have proved itself capable of being of 
the utmost spiritual value to the human race. This is therefore a mat- 
ter to be considered very seriously. 


T MAY SURPRISE and perhaps offend some that I 
should speak of Madame Blavatsky, first of all, as in the ‘Jug- 
gler' class. In doing so I wish to make it clear that I mean nei- 
ther disrespect to, nor irreverence for, the present day The- 
osophical Society, which numbers in the ranks of its membership 
some of the most intelligent and high minded people. Nevertheless I 
wish to explain what I mean by the use of the term pseudo-religion in 
connection with this Society. In its origin, as founded in America in 
1875, it was not intended to be a religious body at all. Its stated 
three aims, "To study comparative religion, investigate the unknown 
powers latent in man, and form a nucleus of the universal brotherhood of 
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man", make it clear that it was primarily designed to be an investigat- 
ing society, and its motto "There is no religion higher than Truth" is 
meant to ram this fact home. In the event, however, definite dogmas 
have unquestionably grown up which are held by most of the mem- 
bers. Indeed one is hardly accepted nowadays as a true Theosophist 
unless one believes in reincarnation, believes in The Masters, the various 
planes of being, and a number of other ideas which it was the original 
object of the Society merely to investigate, and which, it would 
originally have been realized, are of no real value to anyone unless 
they can be proved, when they no longer need to be believed in. Now 
the authority behind all this structure of belief is undoubtedly Ma- 
dame Blavatsky. Her works are, of course, far from valueless. They 
are, when read cum grano salis, most stimulating. But they are writ- 
ten in a revelatory style and claim the authority of various Mahatmas or 
Masters, and in consequence they have been accepted by the majority of 
Theosophists simply as revelations. In the early days of Theosophy (the 
days of Anna Kingsford, A. P. Sinnett, and others for instance), one 
could indeed attack her and her teachings and still remain a Theoso- 
phist. Today that is not seriously possible. If you reject Madame 
Blavatsky in toto you had better resign and join some other society, 
just as one who rejects Jesus Christ in toto is not normally expected to 
continue to call himself a Christian. 


_——$_—$_ 
—~ 28" T ot" 


Figure 1: Helena P. Blavatsky 
00:40 AM GMT, 12" August 1831 
Ekaterinoslav, Russia: 48N47, 35E01 
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But Madame Blavatsky, as the leader of a pseudo-religion, was 
no Jesus Christ. I give her chart here as it appears in Notable Na- 
tivities.’ It shows us a very original, unconventional personality 
(‘Splay' shaping), forceful (six planets positive) and possessed of 
organizing vision (© in QQ in first house)—so far so good. The ) o 2 
in + also shows the great personal charm which she possessed and knew 
how to ‘turn on’ to tremendous effect all her life, despite the = 
tendency to plumpness which in her case became gross overweight 
in her later years. But now notice the opposition of the © to 4 and 
\ in the 7", the association of 8 with an exact conjunction of o and 
%, and most important of all, B alone upon the Midheaven in exact 
opposition to the ). Madame Blavatsky was unable to maintain a 
close relationship of a personal nature for 
long without quarrels and upheavals. Her 
marriage to General Blavatsky lasted only a 
matter of months, and John Symonds' 
biography reveals the constant personal 
frictions which developed between her 
and any members of the Society who did 
not remain mere over-awed adoring 
followers but rose to be figures in their 
own right in it. At the instance of Mrs. 
Besant she even turned against Colonel 
Olcott, her closest and most faithful 
—— ee companion, in her closing years. Her ten- 
dency to make servants her confidantes, and the disastrous result of 
this in the Coulomb scandal when one of them revealed her secret 
trap door for 'apporting' letters from the Mahatmas, is also well 
shown since ¥ rules the 6" house. The 3 ¢ 4 ¢ o& shows the power 
of her mind and the pungent iconoclastic style of her writing, and 
also her power as a speaker. She was not an orator like Mrs. Besant 
but as one whose words conveyed an aura of authority she was more 
impressive than the latter. But she could also be bitter and violently 
acrimonious, as one would expect from such a configuration. But it 
is the PB position that unmistakably reveals the juggler. Alone in the 
Diurnal hemisphere save for } and K just above the horizon it shows 
that her main life's preoccupation was with the underworld and its 
powers. And was it not? She spent her early life traveling (BE is in 


* Notable Nativities also mentions an earlier possible birth time giving 
13° Cancer on the Ascendant and a Pisces Midheaven, while Sepharial 
maintained the time was right but that the date should be one day later, 
placing the ) in 23° = in square to ¥. I have preferred the printed chart as 
more in character with the events of Blavatsky's life as a whole. 
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the 9") and in the process did not merely collect a wealth of curious 
lore and techniques of an occult nature but involved herself with various 
underground movements. She was a member of the Carbonari, the 
notorious Italian political secret society which attempted the assas- 
sination of the Italian royal family by bombs thrown at a street pro- 
cession. Even her visit to Tibet, of which she spoke so proudly in 
relation to its occult significance, may well initially have been made 
possible for political reasons. Tibet, on the, northern border of India, 
was a sphere of Russian political intrigue, and this intrepid and not 
too fastidious general's wife may well have appealed to the Russian 
diplomatic service's secret side as promising spy material. 

Fastidious she certainly was not. It is a strange thing that today good 
Theosophists are vegetarians, do not smoke or drink, and on the whole 
do their best to live balanced lives, avoiding excesses of emotion, 
coarse expressions, etc. Madame Blavatsky did none of these things. 
From what she enforced on her followers as the right ‘way' she was 
herself excused. Thus, even in the presumably more restrained years 
of her old age as Theosophical leader, she not merely smoked—not 
a very common habit among women in the 1880's and '90's—but 
was actually a chain smoker. Moreover she gave way to violent 
rages in which she used blunt and foul language. And persistent ru- 
mors clung to her of an earlier free-and-easy love life. 

This picture, of one who teaches a doctrine ostensibly from ex- 
alted sources, but sources that her hearers cannot themselves contact 
in order to check it, and a system of spiritual training that she herself 
does not follow because allegedly she has already reached the exalted 
state of consciousness it is designed to bring about, is above all others 
the hall-mark of the Juggler-prophet. 

The B emphasis, and the opposition of the © to X, ruler of the 8" 
house, are also important for another reason. Madame Blavatsky was 
very clear headed about the role of sex in spiritual matters— 
extraordinarily so for the era in which she lived. At that time vari- 
ous books had been appearing that hinted, in rather horrified tones, at 
sexual meanings and sexual symbolism underlying some of the most 
revered Christian doctrines and symbols. She was able to place the 
whole matter in perspective by pointing to the unashamed erotic im- 
agery in Hindu religious symbolism, and demonstrating that this was 
not evidence of primitive crudity nor of degenerate debasement but of 
clear spiritual perception of the inner significance of the holy genera- 
tive force, eternally reproducing the divine image in man and nature. 
However, she shocked Victorian religious sensibilities to the core 
by referring to Jehovah as a Priapic deity*. Today, when it is hard 
to imagine well-behaved modern Theosophists ever saying anything 


* See the start of Vol. I of The Secret Doctrine. 
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shocking about anything, it is easy to miss the fact that in the early 
days the atmosphere was completely different. Then the Theo- 
sophical Society appealed to people passionately concerned with the 
affairs both of this world and of religion, but who at the same time 
felt completely out of tune with contemporary ideas and values— 
that is, to the confused and the rebellious, the suffragettes, the agnos- 
tics and the atheists. To these it offered an extraordinary syncretism 
of pseudo-science, Eastern diablerie, and religious psychology which, to 
those to whom the science of religion was really a new and untrod- 
den field, seemed like a complete and perfect spiritual philosophy. The 
spiritual atmosphere of the turn of the century had, in fact, produced 
a paradise for jugglers. 

There is unfortunately not space enough for me to go in to all 
the aspects of the life of Madame Blavatsky that I should like to 
mention, but one final thing cannot be omitted. It is well known, 
of course, that in the last seven years of her life she was an ardent 
apostle and teacher of reincarnation, and that this is the chief reason why it 
has become so universally accepted in the Theosophical Society ever 
since. It is less well known that before that date she did not believe in it, 
and even wrote against it. Thus, as Elbert Benjamin has pointed out, 
Volume I, page 351 of the original edition of /sis Unveiled reads "Rein- 
carnation, i.e., the appearance of the same individual, or rather his as- 
tral monad, twice on the same planet is not a rule in nature; it is an ex- 
ception, like the tetratological phenomena of a two headed infant", that 
is, it only occurs when the designs of nature have been frustrated in some 
way, and "if reason has been so far developed as to become active and 
discriminative there is no reincarnation on this earth, for the three parts 
of the triune man have been united together and he is capable of running 
the race.” She herself explained the reason for her change of view. Up to 
1882 she worked under the Egyptian section of the Inner Government of 
the World, she said. After that she worked under the Indian section! 
Could one find a more perfect example of pure Jonglerie? And how 
characteristic of © in Q o° to 4 and XK! 


HE ANTHROPOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, with its record in 
educational work, particularly with difficult or handicapped 
children, in its many schools throughout the world, and with its 
Weleda medicines, has established for itself a reputation for 
respectability perhaps exceeding even that of the Theosophical Society, 
particularly in Europe. To suggest that its founder may nevertheless have 
been a juggler may therefore provoke even more highly raised eyebrows 
than in the case of Madame Blavatsky. Some may, indeed, even suggest 
that he should not properly be called a founder at all since he initially 
appeared only as the leader of the German section of the Theosophical 
Society, where he filled a position corresponding in many ways to that of 
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Mrs. Besant in the English-speaking world. It was only when he refused 
to accept Mrs. Besant's supreme over-riding authority that he was, in ef- 
fect, forced to start a breakaway movement when she suddenly issued a 
ukase withdrawing recognition of him as German head. And he also re- 
sembles her in the enormous volume of books and lectures which he pro- 
duced, as she did, in the course of a largely itinerant life spent in "spread- 
ing the good news". This kind of thing is far more typical, generally 
speaking, of the disciple than of the prophet. Madame Blavatsky, by con- 
trast, wrote comparatively little, though the few works she did produce 
(they are, of course, of decent Victorian length and not what "a few 
works" would imply if it were a modern author one was speaking of), are 
of far greater esoteric value, page for page and volume for volume, than 
those of Mrs. Besant. The latter are really only exegesis and commentary 
on them. But this cannot quite be said of Rudolf Steiner's works. They 
are of course repetitive, as one would expect from the circumstances of 
their production, and they are also more worked out and filled with de- 
tailed assertions relating to pseudo-history than those of Madame Blavat- 
sky. On the other hand they also contain original matter of much greater 
interest than anything to be found in Mrs. Besant's writings. This in- 
cludes both challenging theory on practical matters in such fields as 
color, the growth of plants, astrology, etc., sufficiently exactly stated to 
be testable, and thus to give an active lead to working Anthroposophical 
groups in many fields, and also quite a significant amount of genuine 
guidance not merely to the sensational, weird, mysterious and fantastic 
external attractions of the occult world but to the true inner essentials of 
mystical perception and development. As an instance of the latter one 
may mention his carefully made distinction between vorstellen, to con- 
ceive, think, imagine, and denken which really means "to reflect", though 
the distinction is actually lost in many English versions of his works in 
which both words are translated "to think", and we read that "liberation is 
achieved by thinking", which is the exact opposite of what he actually 
taught. 

Now all of the above might well be construed, naturally, as a descrip- 
tion ofa genuine rather than of a Juggler-prophet. Typical of the juggler, 
however, is the way in which what is of real value is embedded amidst 
masses of specious rubbish—the descriptions of Lemuria, for instance, 
and of ‘civilizations’ achieved by races in whom reason had not yet de- 
veloped but who lived entirely from the faculty of memory. Some may 
perhaps aver that truth is embedded in these relations, and that they are to 
be understood to a considerable extent symbolically. Perhaps they are. 


“It has been said that "One true disciple is worse than ten prophets". The horo- 
scope of very close followers of ‘leaders’ of the most diverse types, in the most 
diverse fields, show definite recognizable similar features, and are a fascinating 
study in themselves. 
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They are written as factual descriptions, however, and as such they are 
generally accepted by the majority of their readers. 

But it is not for this reason alone, nor even primarily, that I assert that 
Steiner was a juggler. An unfailing mark of the genus is a love of mys- 
tery (usually combined with the ability to perform a few unusual feats, or 
at least pretension to "adeptic powers"), which is not considered in the 
least inconsistent with a life mainly in the public eye, and often in garish 
publicity. The mystery may even be taken so far as to include involve- 
ment in various underground organizations, some of which may be po- 
litical, as we have already noted in the case of Madame Blavatsky It may 
be significant that from its earliest days, long before it achieved power in 
Germany, the National Socialist Party had a 
particular loathing for Steiner and 
systematically attacked and broke up his 
public meetings, forcing him to move his 
headquarters to Switzerland, where, even 
after this, the burning of his first Goetheanum 
was strongly suspected to be their work. They 
sensed in him no mere pure mystic but in 
some sense a rival of their own type, on their 
own ground. Nor were they completely 
wrong. There is no longer any doubt today 
that although the present Anthroposophical 
Society is a perfectly bona fide and 
autonomous body, for Steiner himself it was only a semi-exoteric ‘front’ 
for much more secret occult activities. A. E. Waite, in his autobiography 
Shadow of Life & Thought (Selwyn & Blount, London, 1938) has told 
how Dr. Felkin, leader of the British Magical Order of the Golden Dawn, 
searching in Germany for clues to its traditional origins and for contacts 
who might be able to impart more potent knowledge than the Order al- 
ready possessed, did indeed make his contacts, when he found to his sur- 
prise that the leader of the whole parent organization on the continent of 
Europe was none other than Dr. Steiner, as head of a secret Rosicrucian 
order. (This, of course, had nothing to do with the well-known Rosicru- 
cian Fellowship of Max Heindel or with the A.M.O.R.C. Rosicrucians of 
San Jose.) This liaison was denied by some of Steiner's followers and 
apologists, but quite recently Francis King, a Golden Dawn researcher 
who had access to many of that order's previously unpublished manu- 
scripts and papers, has published in his book Ritual Magic in England 
(Neville Spearman, London, 1970) a long letter from one of its members 
to Steiner which fairly lets the cat out of the bag. This (it is from Meakin, 
who was at the time the Golden Dawn's liaison-man in Europe), deals 
with various problems which were arising in connection with the exten- 
sion to England of a project of Steiner's for a 'Bund', designed secretly to 
link up all Rosicrucian-type organizations, across national boundaries, 
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under his leadership. The Nazi Party, relentlessly opposed to anything 
secretly international and un-German, undoubtedly had wind of this aspect of 
Steiner as well as of activities diametrically opposed to its own particular brand 
of mystique. 

Francis King's book sheds light on another aspect of the teachings and 
practices of the secret life of Steiner which is very relevant to Jonglerie. 
A preoccupation with sex, either as a facet of revelation or as a secret 
source of power, is encountered again and again in this sort of prophet. 
The orthodox Anthroposophical Society is free of it, but the Ordo Templi 
Orientis taught not merely a sexual mystique but definite sexual practices 
designed to induce unusual states of consciousness. Steiner was almost 
certainly connected with this Order, and very possibly head of it, in the 
early years of the century. It was later headed by Theodor Reuss, and 
later still by Aleister Crowley. A Rosicrucian organization, it was affili- 
ated in the late 19" Century with the American Rosicrucian Order of 
which P. B. Randolph was the head. Randolph's writings are today 
sought after by those interested in the "magical power and experiences" 
type of Rosicrucianism. 


Figure 2: Rudolf Steiner 
10:17 PM GMT, 27" February, 1861 
Kraljevic, Yugoslavia : 45N16, 14E34 


Steiner's chart is of the greatest possible interest, in the light of the 
above. Note once again the accent upon P. In Blavatsky's case it was the 
most elevated planet in the chart and in exact opposition to the chart’s 
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ruler. Here it is the chart’s ruler, and has an exact conjunction with o’. It 
is also angular again as close to the Descendant here as it was to the 
Midheaven in Madame's chart. The different placing is of course signifi- 
cant. Both had the same power urge but Madame was more open in her 
expression of it. Indeed she was more ebullient in every way, as befitted 
a © Q. Steiner, in public life, played much more the part of ‘the World's 
servant’, expressing his © in H placing. And the H emphasis in the chart 
(8 is also in the sign, exactly  ¥, and ¥ is the ultimate dispositer of all 
else in the figure) is important in another context. Steiner's biographer 
Schure relates that at a crucial point in his life he met a 'Master’, one of 
the true inner-school teachers and governors of this planet. What im- 
pressed him about him was his will. Indeed ‘impressed’ is far too mild a 
word, for the experience shattered and completely changed Steiner. It 
was a will so intense in its one-pointedness that to be intimately exposed 
to it was helplessly to become its medium. For the rest of his life 
Steiner's own will (that 0 ¢ P so significantly on the 7" cusp), was its 
tool as he labored to organize and built up societies within societies, se- 
crecies within secrecies, the initiated in which (and only they) might 
eventually have access to the same inner contact. 

The chart of course, has its strengths and good points. Its intensely 
Neptunian quality, combined with the placing of the ) in the 12", points 
to some undoubtedly real powers as a seer. As in Blavatsky's case, too, 
the ) in + reflects his personal charm. 4 on the Midheaven points to 
his world success in his field. Mrs. Besant was unwise to tangle 
with a man so endowed. She could never beat him or squash him, and 
it would have paid her to have remained with him and let his star carry 
them both up. 2 in the 4", on the I.C. also usually points to one 
who is, or has, a mascot for success and popularity, especially on his 
home ground, and here it forms a Grand-Trine with the ) and @. 

Nevertheless that 2 opposes 4, only 1° from exactness (and it is 
interesting that here there is another link with Madame Blavatsky's 
chart, for 4 is in the same degree of Q as Madame's ©). Steiner's 
popularity was by no means unalloyed, and the Nazis were not the 
only ones to dislike him. Many intellectuals, including some with 
mystical leanings but with a dislike for tawdry publicity and occult 
claptrap, felt only an amused contempt for his pretensions and notori- 
ety. Franz Kafka's account of his interview with him, told in his diaries, 
is an amusing revelation of one such person's feelings towards him. 
The O is also strongly opposed by » in I, » being in the 10". This, 
I think, points again to his inordinate ambition to rule, but also to 
the frustration of this, at least where his more secret activities were 
concerned-his plan for an occult 'Bund' was dropped after the first 
war, when he confined his activities to the more exoteric Anthroposo- 
phical Society. It also points to strong criticism of some of his allegedly 
clairvoyant pronouncements by other careful workers in the same field 
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even during his lifetime—see for instance Elbert Benjamin in Facts 
and Fancies about Reincarnation. And finally, I think this aspect 
also ties in with the circumstances of his death. He retired to bed 
some six months before he died, not so much ill as absolutely burnt 
out, drained of all energy and vitality—a shell. X squares both O 
and » from the cusp of the 8"" House, moreover, a sinister mutable T- 
square formation which, as is well known, frequently warns of men- 
tal disturbances and nervous exhaustion. And there are not a few un- 
committed readers of Steiner's works who, despite his great reputa- 
tion, have had some doubts as to his complete sanity. I suspect my- 
self that this position of \K points to his secret interest in the diversion 
of sex energy for occult purposes and to eventual debilitating results 
from it. The exact 3 ¢ ¥ in the 5" points the same way. All in all there- 
fore we have the following juggler chart pointers: an acute power 
complex shown by the prominent PB exactly ¢ o; some ability as a 
seer shown by the prominence of ¥; but even greater pretensions to 
the prophetic aureole shown by the angular 4 in Q opposed by @, the 
© squared by \k and ® , and % in the 5" in H (its detriment and 
fall) ¢ ¥. Note too the 8" House ® in Grand Trine with @ and ). 
Such one is a charmer with a Jove ofoccult power. 


T SEEMS TO ME best to treat Crowley and Gurdjieff to- 
gether. Though I know it will offend many of the particular 
devotees of each to say so, and despite the fact that Gurd- 
jieff always had a slightly more respectable reputation and 
thus now has a larger posthumous group following, they strike me as 
extraordinarily similar characters. There is, however, an important 
distinction between them to be made at the start. Almost exact con- 
temporaries, one (Crowley), was born in the West, in Leamington, 
England, and has become the legendary ‘bad boy' of the Western esoteric 
tradition, while the other was a Middle Eastern, a Levantine, born of 
Greek parents at Alexandropol in Southern Russia on the Black Sea, and 
during his lifetime was the chief purveyor of the practical esoteric tech- 
niques from that part of the world to the West. Thus, on the surface at 
least, there was more that divided them than the mere fact that Crowley 
worked mainly in London and Gurdjieff mainly in Paris. But one must 
not take this distinction too far, important thought it is. Though Crowley 
is best known for his early connection with the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn (a Qabalistic organization which had links with European 
Rosicrucianism), and it is often assumed that all the knowledge he had 
was derived from this source, that was far from the truth. His erudition in 
the whole occult field was immense. In particular he made a study of 
Indian, Tibetan and Middle Eastern hypnotic techniques, and teachings 
in regard to sex (both theoretical and practical). An inveterate traveler, he 
lived with Middle Eastern dervishes and became acquainted with the 
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Arabic Qabalah as well as the Jewish one (more well known in the 
West), and he studied Tantric Yoga on the spot in India and Nepal. Thus 
he actually covered a good deal of the same ground as Gurdjieff who, for 
his part, traveled widely in India and Tibet before the 1*' World War, and 
after that in the West. (Both spent important periods in New York and 
toured through the U.S. generally.) It is very probable that the theoretical 
and practical knowledge possessed by both was almost identical. The 
only difference was that the one looked at everything with a Westerner's 
eyes and the other with those of the Middle East-an important difference, 
admittedly. Nevertheless the similarity in their lives overrides it, and 
concerned as I am not merely to compare them with each other but also 
with Madame Blavatsky and Steiner, it is my contention that they each 
lived a life, taught a teaching, and held an attitude which was identical in 
its basic essentials with those of these latter two, only expressed more 
openly and more blatantly. 


Figure 3: Aleister Crowley 
11:37 PM GMT, 12" October, 1875 
Leamington Spa, England: 52N18, 1W32 


Thus one essential attribute of the Juggler-prophet, I believe, is con- 
tempt for those who believe in him—those who are taken in by his teach- 
ings and his pose at their face value—and become his followers. If any of 
Madame Coulomb's testimony is to be believed (and it is supported by 
letters from Blavatsky herself), in directing her servant in what to do to 
hoodwink various members of the Theosophical Society Madame 
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Blavatsky used the most derisory language about “these fools and 
dupes”. Steiner was more subtle. Altogether a more refined person he 
was not known for giving way to rages, or for using coarse and blunt ex- 
pressions. Nevertheless, hints of the same basic attitude are revealed in 
stray expressions attributed to him concerning his ‘front’ organizations 
and their adherents, reported by those who, like Dr. and Mrs. Felkin of 
the Golden Dawn, encountered him in his more secret courts. In Crowley 
and Gurdjieff the attitude is almost completely openly avowed, and in- 
deed becomes part of their method of teaching. Possibly this ‘teaching’ 
was in fact the only attempt either of them made to hide it, for naturally 
enough the pupils who accepted their instruction, with the various hu- 
miliations each of them devised as an integral part of it, imagined that 
their teacher was really doing it all for their own good, and loved them 
and took responsibility for them, deep down. It is very doubtful if this 
was so, however. The lives of both men remind me uncannily of the re- 
cords one may read of the attitudes and 
doings of a particular type of psychopathic 
criminal, afflicted with the disease of 
complete lack of moral responsibility. 

Crowley was interested in other people 
solely to serve purposes and projects of his 
own, Thus his women—wives and _in- 
numerable mistresses—were high priestesses 
in his rites, mediumistic channels, and 
subjects for experimentation in the 
techniques of eroticism he had learnt from 
Sufism. (A good many of his male friends 
also fell into this last category.) His most 
valued friends were those who, like Victor 
Neuburg and Raoul Loveday, were capable of becoming accomplished 
channels for the focusing or personal manifesting of various 'God-forces' 
in his magical rituals. And in teaching, or associating in any way, with 
anyone else his approach invariably was, under all his conversational 
charm, fascination and brilliance, "let the Fool beware". His books 
abound with traps for the unwary—like the well known thirteen knocks 
he prescribes in one ritual, ostensibly to raise an angelic force, thirteen 
however being the number of raising its qliphothic (demonic) counter- 
part; and ‘foolishness’ for Crowley was a term, which included anything 
the other chap didn't know (“which any fool ought to know”), and the 
ordinary attitude of trust characteristic of “the average man, parson or 
grocer”. 

And Gurdjieff, allowing for the difference between Levantine cyni- 
cism and English public school arrogance, was just the same. His invari- 
able method of teaching (interpreted by his expounders and apologists as 
designed to break down restricting habits and habitual attitudes, and so to 
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allow the pupil to ‘wake'), was to set each one doing some task to which 
he was not accustomed. Men who had led sedentary lives or worked at 
typewriters were set to carting loads of stones from one end of a garden 
to the other, or to digging large holes with primitive shovels, while others 
who had led an active life were made to sit still. Society women were 
made to wash dishes and to share rooms with others to deprive them of 
privacy. And always Gurdjieff himself was likely to appear at any time 
with something insulting to say about the way they were doing what they 
had to do and to humiliate them before the others. And not merely before 
the other disciples, before outsiders as well. Public performances of his 
esoteric dances, performed by his pupils, were put on in New York and 
Paris (Crowley also liked to have his disciples perform, and arranged 
special public 'black-masses' in London and New York), and at these all 
those appearing were forced to wear pseudo-Turkish costumes, despite 
their embarrassment at the cheap charlatanesque effect produced, and 
made to perform like trained animals to curt commands, being abused for 
any errors or fallings short. Later on, when he no longer taught in an or- 
ganized fashion at his own Institute, the same pattern appeared instead at 
his teaching dinner parties. These were held in rooms which could hold 
twenty people or so at a pinch into which from forty to sixty were 
crammed. Special morsels were handed out by Gurdjieff to particular 
guests, meat to vegetarians, fiendishly hot spices to the unprepared, 
vodka to those unaccustomed to alcohol, etc. Then there would be the 
invitation to question him, or to comment on how the studies and exer- 
cises he had prescribed were going. All who answered were abused and 
made to see their mistakes branded in the fire of ridicule. Despite it all, 
devotion and belief persisted, but there was a steady run of tragedies, as 
with Crowley. 

The most well known, of course, is the death of Katherine Mansfield. 
This is usually excused on the ground that she was already suffering 
from tuberculosis when she went to Gurdjieff's Institute, and the fact that 
he prescribed that she should lie in a kind of gallery specially constructed 
in the cowshed, so that she could smell the odors from the cows, is inter- 
preted either as ‘peasant medicine’, which he is supposed to have sin- 
cerely believed in, or as a real esoteric cure which might have succeeded 
had she not been already so far gone. My own suspicion is that it was 
neither, and that whether she lived or died meant nothing to him either 
way. In the meantime, however, it diverted him to put this cultured 
woman there, for as a writer of subjective short stories she had ipso facto 
spent her life in an occupation that he particularly denounced as worth- 
less. All the disciples were explicitly told to reject all forms of subjective 
art as “shit” (to use his own expressive term). So naturally now she 
should smell the odor thereof—Gurdjievian homeopathy. But there were 
many others. 

The effect of the ‘exercises’ he prescribed was disastrous in numerous 


Considerations XVIII: 4 


cases. Louis Pauwels, author of the biography Monsieur Gurdjieff,’ had a 
serious breakdown and went temporarily blind in one eye as a result of 
them. In his book he also recounts the story of Irene Reweliotty, a young 
girl of 25, who at one of the dinner parties was told by Gurdjieff in Rus- 
sian (which the other guests could not understand) to leave with the rest 
but to come back when all the others had gone. She suspected his inten- 
tions and rang him up from a telephone booth to say she couldn't come. 
He abused her in a most filthy way. But that was not the end of it. She 
left Paris for the country but soon realized that efforts were being made 
to track her down. She wrote to her mother, "I shall end by believing that 
Gurdjieff has cast a spell over me". A week later she died suddenly and 
completely unexpectedly of a heart attack. 

A second invariable facet of the ‘Juggler’ character, as I have men- 
tioned in the cases of both Madame Blavatsky and Rudolf Steiner, is his 
concern with sex and its secrets and powers. The libidinousness of both 
Crowley and Gurdjieff has already appeared in the above, and in Crow- 
ley's case his obsession with sex is almost the most well-known thing 
about him. It is less well known in the case of Gurdjieff, and at the lat- 
ter’s Institute the sexes were in fact rigorously separated. In the more 
permissive French capital his own personal doings attracted less attention 
than Crowley's in England, moreover, so that of the two he has the more 
respectable reputation. Nevertheless, his actual doctrine teaches the ab- 
surdity of conscience, and one story recounted by Rom Landau’ is sig- 
nificantly revelatory. A friend of Landau's was at a reception luncheon 
one day with a lady friend. Gurdjieff was at another table and he pointed 
him out to her. As he did so Gurdjieff caught her eye and they both saw 
him begin to inhale and exhale in a peculiar way. After a moment or two 
the girl turned pale and seemed about to faint. When she recovered, and 
after a moment's embarrassment, she confessed, "I looked at your friend 
a moment ago and he caught my eye... within a second or so I suddenly 
felt as though I had been struck right through my sexual centre. It was 
beastly". John Symonds tells an exactly parallel story of Crowley’. The 
young lady involved, recently and happily married, while up in London 
from her country home, was standing one day outside Fortnum and Ma- 
son's, looking in one of their windows. She suddenly felt an extraordi- 
nary wave of ‘longing both far and near’ come over her. She turned 
round and saw ‘The Beast’ (Crowley) standing just behind, grinning at 
her. The pair vanished through the doors of the nearby Ritz Hotel, and 
shortly afterwards her marriage broke up. 

The third invariable facet is involvement with underground or secret 
movements, and in some cases with political ones. This was true of both 
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Crowley and Gurdjieff. Beginning with the Golden Dawn, Crowley was 
gradually admitted to all the esoteric orders in Europe, becoming chief of 
the Ordo Templi Orientis, as I have already mentioned in connection 
with Steiner, and a 33" (the highest) degree initiate of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. During the First World War he 
was also suspected of pro-German political activities in New York. 
Grudjieff, like Madame Blavatsky before him, possibly, was active in 
Tibet as a Russian Secret Agent before the Russian Revolution. In his 
case there is no doubt of this, for he was positively identified in New 
York in the 1920's by Captain Abdullah of the British Indian Army, who 
was British representative at Lhasa while Gurdjieff was there. Pauwels 
also presents evidence that he was linked with the Thule group, the Ger- 
man political-esoteric movement that is said to have influenced Hitler. 

Crowley's chart has all the marks I have enumerated as those charac- 
terizing the Juggler in those of Blavatsky and Steiner. To begin with, B is 
in the 10" house in T-square with an exact % .° K from the 7" to the 1°. 
Thus once again we have the dominant power urge, but in this case in a 
more open, violent, and destructive form. And notice a most interesting 
point. is in 19° Q once again, the exact spot from which Madame 
Blavatsky's © opposed 4 and X and Steiner's } opposed 2. A + note is 
also strongly present as in the two earlier cases, since the © is ¢ @ in this 
sign, on the I.C. It accounts for his amazing charm and fascination which 
never failed him, despite a reputation for evil unparalleled in modern 
times. ( in is actually the ultimate dispositer of all else in the chart.) 
The © is also exactly 4 %, testifying to his astonishing strength and real 
practical ability. One must not forget that he is universally admitted to 
have been in the first rank among mountaineers, and that he was capable 
of enduring hardship alone in several of his ‘vigils’, sometimes for 
months at a time. The exact o 4 P also played its part here. o is, how- 
ever, also in square to the midpoint of the © & 9, showing the other side 
of the coin—an adolescent-like irresponsible streak that colored every- 
thing he did, even when it required great courage and ability to do it. And 
in such an aspect from the sign % it is eloquent testimony to his goat-like 
libido. 

It is noteworthy that the ) is placed in the receptive sign } in the 8" 
house, and that ¥, ruler of the 8", situated in the 9", is actually the most 
exalted planet in the chart—higher even than B. Crowley regarded him- 
self as of dual sex, and in his relationship with Victor Neuburg always 
took the female role, while magic of the type he practiced requires intui- 
tion and the ability to be receptive to, and become a conductor of, vari- 
ous powers and spiritual forces. But receptivity is also a necessity in a 
prophet—even a Juggler-prophet. It was markedly present in Steiner (O 
} and ¥ the ultimate dispositor) and hardly less so in Madame Blavatsky 
(& rising and ¥ on the 7 cusp). These two announced themselves as in- 
struments of the ‘Masters’ and Crowley declared he was the Messiah 
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(anointed servant) who should lead the world into the new aeon of Ho- 
rus, then about to begin. And I have little doubt that they genuinely were, 
all of them, instruments of a power or powers greater than themselves 
that they had contacted, or that had contacted them. Their own under- 
standing of it was limited however, and that of their followers has been 
much more so. 

The opposition of ¥ to 4 points to this prophet's heavy reliance on 
drugs, to which he also introduced his disciples and pupils. This was one 
of his most unfortunate influences, for whereas he personally had a 
strength both of constitution and of will that was able to resist their in- 
sidious effects for quite a long time, the onset of addiction in others was 
usually swift and disastrous. And even he himself was a hopeless heroin 
addict at the end of his life. 

Nevertheless his power during his lifetime over those who actually 
came under his influence, and the wider influence exercised by his repu- 
tation and writings, both during his lifetime and subsequently, has been 
amazing, and remains important. Indeed his posthumous influence may 
be more important than that he had during his life, for private Crowley- 
type groups have sprung up all over Britain and the United States as part 
of the present day surge of interest in all matters occult. 


NFORTUNATELY a difficulty arises in connection with the 

chart of Gurdjieff which did not apply to the three so far con- 

sidered. Gurdjieff's birthday and time and place of birth seem to 

be well established, but there is an almost hopeless conflict of 
testimony as to the year in which he was born. Louis Pauwels says that 
when he died, late in 1949, he was nearing the end of his 83rd year. This 
implies that he would have been 83 the following January, in 1950, 
which would make the birth year 1867. On the other hand William Sea- 
brook* says he was born in 1873, and R. C. Davison” gives the year as 
1877! Mr. Davison bases his chart upon the testimony of Gurdjieff's sis- 
ter, who, he says, had no particular reason for not telling the truth. He has 
also rectified the chart from midnight to 12.30 a.m., justifying this on the 
ground that a birth time given as ‘noon’ or ‘midnight’ usually means the 
time has not been recorded very exactly. I find it difficult to accept the 
chart so produced, however. It does admittedly contain a fixed T-square 
involving 0’, XK and PB, but this is not angular, and neither is it accented by 
reason of the presence in it of ©, ) or the Ascendant ruler. The overall 
impression given by the figure is of a genial, expansive, good natured 
person (the ruler 2 is closely ¢ 4), sympathetic and absolutely correct in 
his dealings with others () in @ exactly in * and 4 ¥), and rather in- 
clined to shun the limelight (® in the 12", the ruler and both lights below 
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the horizon, MC-ruler in the 3%% +). Now all of these are things Gurd- 
jieff was not. He courted publicity in a way that embarrassed Ouspensky, 
his greatest disciple, encouraged people to throw up their all and follow 
him and then moved on after a few months, annulling his promises to 
teach (this happened to Ouspensky himself in 1918), and though he made 
a fetish of living in public he was never approachable. All those associ- 
ated closely with him were always terrified to ask him any direct ques- 
tions. 

Since he himself clearly laid false trails about his birth year it seems 
to me most likely that he would have asked his sister also not to reveal it, 
and the habit of women I have noted in such circumstances is not to court 
disbelief by making a great change but to make the disguise as good as 
possible by making it as close to the truth as possible. I have therefore 
guessed that Gurdjieff was born either in 1876 or in 1878, and more 
probably in the former year since his disciples tended to think of him as 
older rather than younger. And of experimental charts cast for all the 
years from 1867 to 1878 I find sure enough that the one for 1876 is by 
far the most convincing. (I have cast the chart for midnight local time 
exactly for Gurdjieff is stated to have been born on the 12" January at 
midnight and yet his disciples celebrated his birthday on the 13". To me 
that argues an exact recording of the time.) 


Figure 4: George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff 
9:05 PM GMT, 12" January 1876 
Alexandropol, Russia: 40N48, 43E49 
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In the first place notice the very curious fact that there are no less than 
eight planets in fixed signs, of which six including the ruler 2 are in- 
volved in a vast fixed Grand Cross. Now one very strange part of the 
esoteric doctrine of Gurdjieff is a curious variation of the doctrine of re- 
incarnation that must really be unique to him and his disciples. (Ouspen- 
sky and Maurice Nicoll have carried it on despite its bizarre character, 
showing how central it is to the system.) The teaching is that instead of 
being re-born in a new and different life after death at the end of this one, 
one is reborn into exactly the same life and 
lives it over again. Moreover one goes on 
living it over and over again indefinitely, 
with all of its relationships, circumstances, 
etc., forever bound, unless or until one 
wakes up and consciously breaks out of it. 
Margaret Hone used to tell of clients she 
interviewed "speaking their charts", and if 
the above is not someone with eight planets 
in fixed signs and his ruler in = o with 4 
exactly o® K and OB speaking his chart then 
this is not astrology. 

Another strange feature is the fact— 
highly significant in the light of the other charts we have studied—that 
the ruler 2 is exactly opposed by K from the same 19" degree of Q that 
contained a prominent body receiving an exact or almost exact opposi- 
tion, in each of the other charts. It almost looks now as if we could begin 
to regard this degree and its opposite, when both are tenanted and thus 
actively opposing each other, as a particular Juggler's polarity. The oppo- 
sition itself, with Q in the 5" house, well describes the Gurdjieff dances, 
which were an important part of his teaching. After a hard day's work 
pushing wheelbarrows full of stones or digging holes, the disciples were 
gathered together in the evening and made to dance, sometimes for hours 
on end, to strange music composed by Gurdjieff himself, employing a 
scale tuned in augmented seconds. The dance movements were deliber- 
ately made to be irregular—four movements with one limb against three 
with the other—and while they danced the dancers had to work out sums 
in mental arithmetic of a paradoxical nature, or recite tables like "one and 
one are three, two and two are five, three and three are seven". 

This is the only chart of the four in which P is not angular or in an 
angular house (this is so whatever birth year is used), and in fact Gurd- 
jieff was the only one of the four who did not really effectively organize 
his own movement about himself in a permanent form. He always had 
pupils, but they were grouped about him personally or he worked 
through delegates who arranged for invitations to his dinner parties for 
those considered ‘promising’. Since his death his teaching has been per- 
petuated, but in groups organized around other people (Ouspensky, Mau- 


21 


Wintle: Five Jugglers 


rice Nicoll, J. G. Bennett, etc.) who have introduced modifications of 
their own and whose own groups they are. Even Crowley, who has a 
smaller effective following, at least retains what he has under his own 
name. Nevertheless, though his posthumous influence is thus more dif- 
fuse, Gurdjieff's is still a most powerful influence. There will be many, 
indeed, who would regard it as the most potent of all in the field of real 
practical occultism in the West. For P is in its own natural house (the 8%) 
and in exact trine to the ©, besides being involved in the dominating 
Fixed Cross of this chart. The control which ‘the teaching’ is supposed to 
develop over the more secret aspects of the sex nature and its powers is 
well indicated by this placing. 

For the rest, the chart shows the + note we have come to expect (the 
rising sign), and no one can deny the attraction and fascination he exer- 
cised all his life, even though those attracted are universally said to have 
shown unmistakably that they were also filled with fear in his presence. 
It also shows the Neptunian intuitive or receptive note—¥ is closely 0 3. 
With ¥ in the 7" and § ruling the 12" and 9" this aspect probably also 
connects with his more secret side and its contacts, and with his occult 
and political travels. The ) is in Q in the 10" indicating the publicity that 
always surrounded him, as with every Juggler, and reminding one of his 
claim when he first appeared as a ‘teacher’ in the cafes of Moscow that 
he was "a dealer in Solar Energy". All four have this sign pronounced in 
some way, and were undoubtedly the only royalty where they were when 
they were around. With his © in 6 Gurdjieff was the most cynical and 
earthy of the four, however. "Man does not have a soul", he taught, "he 
only has soul essence. If he is lucky and is taught the right way he may 
develop a soul out of that during his life. Otherwise...” 

I have said enough to indicate what I consider to be the preeminent 
characteristics of a Juggler-prophet in the personal sense, and from 
analysis of these four charts have indicated the salient features they 
share, which indicate them. It now remains to examine a further chart of 
someone who did not achieve the notoriety of the others, but who 
claimed to be of the succession. 


yam) ICHARD DE COURCEY, Duc de Palatine, head of the Broth- 
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erhood and Order of the Pleroma (headquarters in Sedona, Ari- 
zona), and of the Gnostic Pre-Nicene Catholic Church, claimed 
to be the Basileus Archon (King teacher) for the latter half of 
the 20" Century, and as such the spiritual successor of Madame Blavat- 
sky. He stated in a booklet published in February, 1971, entitled Some 
Personal Reminiscences that he was born in Melbourne, Australia, on the 
morning of the 4" July, 1916. On the basis of the biographical material in 
this pamphlet I have constructed the accompanying figure, which I con- 
sider to be an astonishingly good example of a Juggler’s chart. Unfortu- 
nately, there is not space to indicate all the considerations which made 
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me fix on the rising degree, but the following must suffice. The Duc's 
father deserted his mother four months before he was born (), ruler, ° 
M4), and during his early years his true identity was not even known, so 
that he grew up a nobody, almost with the stigma of illegitimacy. He told 
how his family used to refer to him as "the royal bastard". 


Figure 5: Richard de Courcey 
8:44 AM AEST (-10) 4" July, 1916 
Melbourne, Australia: 37S49, 144E58 


Times were very hard during his childhood and adolescence, coincid- 
ing as the latter did with the Great Depression, and there was a time 
when he and his mother lived by taking in washing (¥ rising in Q, exactly 
© ¥ in the 10"; the majority of planets in the 12"), which he helped to 
iron and then delivered personally, walking with it to the various houses 
from which it came—tuler of the 4" in 12" 4, ¥ on Ascendant, 0 4 = 
walking. However, he felt a sense of a presence watching over and guid- 
ing him almost from his earliest years (¥ rising, 12" house emphasis) and 
he also always had an intense sense of family (© satellitium and @ As- 
cendant). His mother's family was an old and respected one in Victoria, 
Australia, but he knew nothing of his father till one day in 1944 he dis- 
covered by accident a clue to his real identity (progressed Ascendant 
®). With unmistakable G tenacity he employed a lawyer to trace the 
matter out until eleven years later it was established that he had been a 
French émigré princeling, a refugee from the abortive royalist rising in 
France in 1909, and his title of Duc de Palatine was officially recog- 
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nized by De Gaulle in 1955—transiting 4 o ) (ruler), transiting 4 
LC. (to which it was trine at birth from the 12"). During all these 
years the ‘Invisible Presence’ had steadily insisted, persuading him to 
persevere and prove his title, as it would eventually be important. In 
the meantime he had gradually found himself drawn to religion and the 
occult, being the sort of child and youth to whom priests and reli- 
gious teachers felt attracted, sensing an affinity. As a Catholic he 
looked after one of the Papal Secretaries 
who had come to Australia in the hope of 
finding a cure for cancer, but he also 
studied Buddhism, and went for a time to 
a Buddhist monastery in the lands to the 
north of Australia. It was in the 
Theosophical library (Progressed O o 
progressed ¥, transiting ¥, ruler 9", o of, 
ruler 10") at Melbourne in 1938 that the 
Invisible Presence first actually manifested 
as a voice which told him to search in the 
Gnostic section of the library. Though he 
still had much searching to do after that, he dated his real finding 
of himself from that date. A marriage entered into while transiting 4 
was ¢ in the 7",  ), failed in 1944 under the direction converse 
? ¢ , 2 also rules the MC and a period of criticism and vilification 
also began then, partly because he did not keep secret the fact that 
Geoffrey Hodson, the theosophical seer, had told him that he would 
become illumined in 1956. In 1948 the ‘Invisible Presence’ told him 
to sail for England (Progressed , ruler 3“, ¢ )), though it took him 
four years to get there for he made contacts and studied in Ceylon 
and Cairo on the way. Then in 1952 with )K transiting the © and 2 
in the 12" and 4 stationary on the MC., in September, he met His 
Beautitude Mar Georgius, Patriarch of Glastonbury, who informed 
him he had been told to wait for his coming, and who in 1953 (tran- 
siting 4 ¢ §, transiting K ¢ 4) ordained him a Bishop, to found his own 
Gnostic church. Between 1953 and 1956 (Transiting X ¢ Ascendant 
1954, ¢ ¥ 1955, progressed © ° \K) a series of Masonic, Rosicrucian, 
Hermetic and Mystical bodies initiated him and raised him to their 
highest offices, and in October, 1956, he first gave a public lec- 
ture, despite a stammer he had had since childhood, and during the 
course of it Illumination flashed upon him. (Progressed © ¢ radical 
)—this is the symbol of the union of the individuality with the per- 
sonality. It will not imply illumination in every horoscope in which it 
appears, but where illumination occurs we would expect it—in addi- 
tion 4 was transiting ®) 

He believed his real time of fame and service had yet to come. 
In 1971 he moved his personal headquarters to America, to be in 


24 


Considerations XVIII: 4 


the country that Madame Blavatsky had foretold would be the cra- 
dle of the coming race, for the time when his day will dawn, from 
1975 onwards. He was, he claimed, the messenger of the New Messiah. 

It cannot be denied that this is a powerful chart. The rising ) 
probably shows notoriety and the elevated 4 suggests success, as it 
did in the case of Steiner. There is no + note in the figure but the O 
is exactly ¢ 9, and its placing in the 12" in this configuration 
could agree with a slow rise to considerable glory (@ is the planet of 
Victory). We have the strong 2 emphasis (¥ and ) in the sign in the 
1* house) and the ¥ emphasis, the latter afflicted, as usual, this time 
by } (as in Crowley's case). B is not so prominent but does have a 
very close sextile to the exalted 4. 

The opposition of the ) to )K is perhaps the most significant sin- 
gle feature in the chart. It is once again an opposition in the 19° Q 
area, and even if my rectification should be at fault and the ) is in 
a slightly different degree, is inescapably in 19° =, 

Richard, Duc de Palatine, was a Juggler, like the preceding four. 
He had not yet achieved their fame and notoriety when he died, 
rather suddenly and unexpectedly, in 1978, though he was on his 
way towards it. The gay streak in his makeup, which we have met 
before in Crowley, may have contributed to his passing, for the 
man with whom he had an intimate relationship, who had accom- 
panied him to San Francisco in 1971, died only one month later, of 
the same illness. Both men may have been early victims of AIDS. 

The unfailing mark of the Juggler-prophet is firstly a genuine, 
unusual, magico-mystical power that sets him apart from the ma- 
jority of other normal, run of the mill, human beings. He can do 
things or intuit things the majority of us cannot do and he promises 
to instruct us in these things. Gurdjieff proved to his disciple Ous- 
pensky that he possessed telepathic power by speaking to him 
loudly and clearly in his mind as he walked about the streets of 
Moscow.” Crowley derisorily showed one former woman follower 
who had attempted to flee from him by immigrating to Australia 
that it would take more than that to shake him off. On her first 
night ‘down under’ he appeared at the end of her bed in the form of 
an eagle with his face. And on a picnic in the country where an 
extra guest had turned up unexpectedly and the party was one cup 
short, Madam Blavatsky told those in charge to dig down among 
the roots of a nearby bush. Sure enough an extra cup was discov- 
ered deeply entangled among the roots. It is still displayed at the 
Theosophical headquarters in Adyar. 

I myself had an experience of this nature with Richard de Cour- 
cey about eighteen months after I joined his Pleroma organization 


' See the biography Monsieur Gurdjieff by Louis Pauwels. 
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in 1969. In 1971 he published a book entitled The Key to Cosmic 
Consciousness, the first 200 copies of which he signed. I pur- 
chased one of these and on the night that it arrived I had it beside 
my bed when I retired to sleep. During the night I woke to find 
him standing beside my bed, floating about nine inches above the 
floor. He then pulled me out of my body to face him so that we 
could speak together. I have no recollection at all of what was 
said, but from then on I believed implicitly in the statement made 
early on in the Pleroma monographs that he, Richard, made a per- 
sonal soul contact with all new members so that he could spiritu- 
ally oversee their progress. (He also said that membership was 
never to exceed 700 persons. These 700 were to form the nucleus 
that would spread the message world-wide.) 

Unlike other more genuine world-renowned spiritual leaders, 
the Juggler-prophet never ceases to advertise himself and rub home 
the message that he himself is indeed she leader and teacher. Bla- 
vatsky, Steiner, Crowley and Gurdjieff all did it. “Come and join, 
and once you’ve joined, stay in,” was their universal invitation- 
command. Steiner’s movement has been particularly successful in 
indoctrinating German and Swiss adherents to become Waldorf 
school teachers and workers in his camps for retarded children and 
adults. The latter do respond to a slight degree to continuous 
dedicated attention, but never become ‘normal’. 

In de Courcey’s case the clearest statement of his claim to vir- 
tual infallibility and entitlement to absolute obedience from his 
followers occurs in a pamphlet published in 1969 entitled The 
Soul—The Divine Monarch. The following quotations will show 
what I mean: 


(Page 1) “From the dawn of human history to the present 
day there has always remained in the background of human 
affairs a tremendous and powerful subtle Force which ever 
seeks to guide the footsteps of mortal man. The nature and 
existence of the Power lies at the root of all systems of reli- 
gious faith and practice as well as all philosophies and 
metaphysical investigations into the nature of man and the 
cosmos... 


“It is still a mystery to most men, but it has been proved 
beyond all cavil and equivocation that unless a man himself 
becomes this Power in action he will not realize its signifi- 
cance and purpose. History very clearly shows that there 
have been certain men and women who have actually known 
and experienced it—who have either become attuned to it 
through mystical experience or who have been partially 
overshadowed by it. In very rare instances the individual 
has become the complete embodiment of it... 
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(Page 2) “The writer, according to those who are in the po- 
sition to know and have the necessary faculties awakened to 
verify out claims, is the embodiment of this Power... 


(Page 3) “One American writer has stated briefly that in 
Richard, Duc de Palatine, there lives on the Religious Aris- 
tocracy of the Holy Roman Empire. He possesses three 
qualifications which are today without parallel in the pre- 
sent state of the Mystic Tradition. First: He possesses cer- 
tain inner faculties of illumination by virtue of which he has 
direct contact with the Indwelling Power. Second: He pos- 
sesses a clear and complete insight into the teachings of the 
early Gnostics and their successors. Third: In his person 
there merge a number of separate unquestionable lines of 
Mystic Succession which enable him to withstand the oppo- 
sition of others and carry on his work of restoring the 
knowledge and practice of Mystical Experience... 


(Page 4): “The fact that the Duc de Palatine does possess 
the Power of Illumination places him in the position of be- 
ing the absolute authority for the Pleroma and the Disciplina 
Arcani and Pre-Nicene Catholic Church. All their members 
owe him absolute obedience in all matters concerning the 
guidance, advancement and welfare of the three bodies in 
question... those affiliated with him should realize that he is 
the absolute arbitrator: in effect he is those three bodies, 
and all members, whether clerics or trainees, are subservient 
to his wisdom and knowledge. Since he alone is in the po- 
sition to know the meaning of the present work and its final 
consummation it is imperative that all, whether in office or 
otherwise, obey his wishes... Until they too have accom- 
plished personal awareness of the Power, in order finally to 
achieve it they must learn obedience to the Fount of it... 


(Page 6): “Any one of the present members may be chosen 
to act in the same manner, and the very fact that they are 
members is indicative that they are being taught to become 
Agents of the Light. But till they achieve this state they 
must learn obedience to the wishes of the Basileus Archon 
(the kingly office—that is, Richard, Duc de Palatine), 
knowing intuitively that he is the Plan and that it is his re- 
sponsibility to see it through to the bitter end.” 


These quotations are not intended to imply that as a Juggler-prophet 
Richard de Courcey could not have been a genuine teacher at all. I 
joined his organization in 1959 and remained a member till his death in 
1978, receiving a lecture and monograph each month and finding their 
content thoroughly interesting and worthwhile. I and a small group used 
to meet once a week at the house of a friend in the suburb of Observa- 
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tory, Cape Town (where I still live) to study the lectures and listen to 
tape recordings made by some of us for the benefit of one member who 
was 70% blind and could not read the lectures. After Richard’s death the 
original organizer of the group, Howard du Preez, who had a printing and 
duplicating business, moved to the suburb of Brooklyn, where we con- 
tinued to meet, though less regularly, and from where he continued to 
advertise and send out monographs, lectures and tape recordings to inter- 
ested parties. I think we were actually doing the nucleus work that Rich- 
ard had hoped his original group of 700 would do. I certainly would not 
have been involved had I felt that everything he taught was worthless. 
All Lam saying is that, like all other jugglers, he taught obedience to and 
reverence for himself as an integral part of his whole teaching and doc- 
trine, absolutely on a par with everything else in it. So did Crowley. So 
did Gurdjieff. And Madame Blavatsky too kept stressing her own per- 
sonal instruction from ‘The Masters.’ “If you want to be one of us— 
listen to me!” they all said. 

The worst threat of all to humanity is not the Juggler-prophet, 
but no prophet—that is, material values, prosperity and respectabil- 
ity, or as someone has put it, “the law and the profits”. The Juggler's 
wonders attract one away from these. They may prove to be snares, 
but in the process of discovering this one may well see a little of the 
true light. And then one can take the next step, a true step, on to the 
true inward path. 
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EATHER FORECASTERS across the 

nation will proclaim the arrival of the first 

day of winter on 22" December 2003. 

They will, however, be totally oblivious as to how this will 
affect the very forecasts they will make throughout the season. Of 
course, in a general way, meteorologists understand that the ©, as seen 
from the Northern Hemisphere, now appears to be at its lowest point in 
the sky. This means a minimum of solar energy for the Northern Hemi- 
sphere, which in turn means changes in the weather. But that’s as far as it 
goes for them. 

The ancients had a different understanding. An astrological chart set 
for the beginning of each season at the corresponding solstice or equinox 
afforded them more than just a broad-spectrum look at the season in 
question. From the planetary positions and aspects contained in the chart 
they extracted a more detailed look at the quality of that particular 
spring, summer, fall, or winter. Would it be a dry season or a windy one? 
Would it be a mild or a harsh winter? When would certain weather phe- 
nomena take place? 

These seasonal charts are set for the moment the © enters each of the 
cardinal signs of the zodiac. The ©’s entrance into T marks the begin- 
ning of spring. Similarly, the ©’s entrance into @, +, and @ denotes the 
beginning of summer, fall, and winter respectively. These Cardinal Solar 
Ingress charts are valid for the entire season they represent. 

This winter, mainstream weather forecasters will not notice that an 
exact ¥ «© % slices through the very heartland of the US. They will be 
unaware that o& lurks off the coast of Western Europe. Nor will they per- 
ceive that B opposes the Midheaven through the western US and looms 
on the horizon through Spain and France, and that all of these planets 
will leave their mark on the fall season. That is because planets that fall 
on the angles i.e. the Ascendant, Descendant, Midheaven, and IC of these 
Cardinal Solar Ingress charts have been observed to impress their indi- 
vidual and combined influences on the weather. 

% has long been equated with wind; 2 with increasing temperatures 
and moisture. o is known for heat and dryness just to mention a few. 
Sextile and trine aspects between planets usually are indicative of fair 
weather, whereas squares and oppositions disturb the atmosphere result- 
ing in storms of various kinds. The conjunction and parallel have a vari- 
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ety of effects depending on the planets involved. 

Planetary aspects culminating around New Year’s Day, 2004 promise 
severe weather for both Europe and the US. Aspects such as O 00’, O° 
4, 2 o ¥ and & O % will not go by unnoticed. The complete period ex- 
tends from about 30" December 2003 to 3“ January 2004. 


Capricorn Ingress, 2003 
3:03:47 AM EST, 22" December 2003 
Washington DC: 38N54, 77W01 


Hard aspects between the © and o disrupt atmospheric conditions 
especially since the ©’s square to o’, in this case, happens at the time of 
the First Quarter ). Hence, we find the ) also in exact conjunction with 
o&. The © & » ushers in maximum intensity of wetness and cold while 2 
¢ ¥ brings abundant amounts of moisture from southern regions. The &* 
O% adds its influence by generating destructive windy storms. 

The meteorological battlefields, as previously mentioned, reside over 
the central US and Europe. Let’s look at each area individually. 

The Cardinal Solar Ingress promises us that the effects of the 3 o° 
will dominate weather patterns in the US midsection during the winter 
season. They leave their mark over the 94° West longitude through Min- 
nesota, Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and eastern Texas. %’s 
contribution comes in the form of major low barometric pressure or 
storm systems. predicates unseasonable coolness and sporadic strong 
winds. 

The action begins around 30" December when the First Quarter ) 
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takes place on transit o’. On New Year's Eve, the © perfects its opposi- 
tion to 4, and on New Year’s Day, o& and * are in exact square. All of 
these are angular over the US midsection as seen from the Cardinal Solar 
Ingress chart. The implications are serious. A major storm, perhaps of 
blizzard proportions, assaults the central United States penetrating as far 
south as eastern Texas bringing violent winds and heavy precipitation. 

Europe will contend with its own atmospheric anomalies. On 30" De- 
cember, the Cardinal Solar Ingress shows o on the IC over Ireland and 
Portugal as the First Quarter ) makes its hard aspects to 0. The O, 
meanwhile, is seen on the Ascendant through Sicily, southern Italy, and 
into former Yugoslavia and Romania. These areas will receive the brunt 
of the severe weather pattern that brings significant precipitation and 
gusty winds as the © conjoins % on 31° December and as o squares 
on 1“ January. 

An astrometeorologist can sometimes glean additional information 
from lunation charts set for the moment of the New ), Full ), and lunar 
quarters. When we observe the © o° %, and o’ 0» from the New ) chart 
of 23" December, we find them over the northern coast of Ireland. This 
adds energy to the Ingress indications, which showed & ¢ IC over Ire- 
land. 

The Full ) chart of 8" December shows the 2 o ¥, exact on 30" De- 
cember, on the Descendent over Ireland. This is yet another confirmation 
of severe weather for this area. 

The First Quarter © Moon chart of 30" December shows the 2 0 ¥ 
ascending over northern Portugal, which is already highlighted in the 
Ingress chart due to the presence of o on the IC. 8 appears on the Mid- 
heaven over the former Yugoslavia in the First Quarter Chart and makes 
some minor semi-square aspects to 2 and ¥. This also backs Ingress indi- 
cations shown by the © and ». 

Although no forecast method is likely to claim 100 percent accuracy, 
this planetary-based technique allows us to look far into the future way 
past the 4 or 5-day limit of orthodox meteorology. Based on planetary 
aspects, my published and private forecasts have pinpointed weather 
events months in advance such as hurricanes Alberto and Gilma (2000), 
the President’s Day storm of February 2003, and more recently hurri- 
canes Fabian, Jimena, and Tropical Storm Grace (August 2003). 

While weather patterns seem, at times, to move incoherently across 
the earth’s surface, there is an underlying order that God has established. 
This orderliness is made apparent when weather patterns are compared to 
planetary aspects, and Ingress and lunation charts. The premise that 
planetary influence specifically aids in the creation of our weather is dis- 
missed as utter foolishness by modern meteorology. But, given their lack 
of any long-range forecast capability, it wouldn’t be the first time that the 
that the foolishness of God proves to be wiser than men! @ 
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Hart Crane and Ernest Hemingway 


Hart Crane and Ernest Hemingway were both born on 21" July 1899 
in the American Mid West. Both became notable writers who drank to 
excess and who eventually committed suicide, yet in many other ways 
they were complete opposites. Hemingway’s Ascendant was Tl; Crane 
had } rising. 

After an unhappy childhood, the poet Crane settled in New York City 
in 1923. An alcoholic homosexual he was for ever prowling after sailors, 
looking for casual sex. He did eventually marry, thrilled to discover het- 
erosexual love. His reputation nowadays is based on The White Build- 
ings, a collection of poems on New York life, and The Bridge, an epic 
using Brooklyn Bridge as its focal point. He drowned himself at age 32, 
leaping from a steamship into the Caribbean. His body was never found. 

By contrast, Hemingway was a man’s man, fascinated by war, box- 
ing, hunting, fishing, bullfights and car racing, with a strong ‘normal’ sex 
drive. He married four times. Warm, vibrant, often tender-hearted, he 
was overbearingly machismo, so much so that some argue he was threat- 
ened by his own repressed homosexuality. He won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1953 and the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954. After age 60 he became 
paranoid, shooting himself (as his father had earlier) a few weeks before 
his 62" birthday. 

Crane’s ASC-tuler is in the 8 house—‘cause of own death”. He- 
mingway’s 8"-ruler is in the 1°\—“death by his own actions”. 

At Crane’s death the transit 4 in ® was opposing transit B and squaring the 
transit o and X in T, all closely aspecting his natal @ ). 

Hemingway died with progressed 3, his Ascendant ruler, conjunct his natal 
o, and transit B on his natal Ascendant. His prior ) return, cast for 28" June 
1961, occurred on the day of a full moon with the ) ¢ IC. 
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Hart Crane 
8:50 PM CST 
21" July 1899 
Garrettsville, Ohio 
41NI17, 81W08 


Ernest Hemingway 
8:00 AM CST 
21" July 1899 

Oak Park, Illinois 

41NS53, 87W47 
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Hermann Goring and Alfred Rosenberg 


Both Goring and Rosenberg were leading members of the Nazi party, 
its military hero and its racist philosopher. Both were born on the 12" 
January 1893 and both were sentenced to be executed for war crimes on 
16" October 1946. 

Goring was Germany’s leading World War I fighter ace, who then 
organized the German Luftwaffe into an awesome fighting machine for 
World War II. Jovial and ruthless, he was a brilliant man; in the Third 
Reich he was second only to Hitler in power. He founded the Gestapo 
and set up the concentration camps for political, racial and religious sus- 
pects. In 1944 he led a failed revolution against Hitler, was condemned 
to death, but escaped only to be captured by US troops. Sentenced to be 
hung at the Nuremberg War Crimes Trial in 1946, he foiled the hangman 
by taking his own life (with a cyanide capsule) on the eve of his execu- 
tion date. 

Rosenberg became a member of the National Socialist German 
Workers Party (forerunner of the Nazis) before even Hitler joined it. He 
became Reich Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories. He is con- 
sidered to have been the main author of key Nazi ideological tenets, in- 
cluding the theory of racism, Lebensraum, abolition of the Versailles 
Treaty, and persecution of the Jews and Christian churches, all ex- 
pounded in his 1930 book The Myth of the 20" Century. He was hanged 
at Nuremberg. 

Both ASC-rulers are strong. Géring’s ASC-ruler, o in T, is ¢ 4, & 
and sextile the 7” house ¥ « B. Rosenberg has 8 rising and his ruler, », 
exalted in , opposes o and ¥, and trines ¥ ¢ P. 

At their deaths converse transit 4 was 0° natal ¥, converse transit B « 
natal 4, and direct transit 4 0 natal Q. 

In Géring’s 1946 solar return, & ¢ % at the MC was &° © and 0 ASC 
and 4. 
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Reichmarschall 
Hermann 
Goring 


4:00 AM MET 
(03:00 UT) 
12" January 

1893 
Rosenheim, 
Germany 
47NS51, 12E07 


Alfred Rosenberg 


7:50 AM LMT 
(06:11 UT) 

12" January 1893 
Reval, Estonia 
59N25, 24E45 
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Margaret Thatcher and Lenny Bruce 


Time Twins: Rosenberg and Goring for sure, Hemingway and Crane perhaps 
(both were writers who committed suicide), but how about Maggie Thatcher and 
Lenny Bruce!? The Iron Lady with her ever-present handbag epitomized the 
Conservative political establishment, something her time twin, the heroin-addict 
Lenny Bruce, most definitely did not. 

The satire and black, bathroom humor of Lenny Bruce’s largely improvised 
comedy act often overstepped the bounds of what was considered respectable. 
His autobiography was entitled How to Talk Dirty and Influence People. In 1961 
he was imprisoned for obscenity, and in 1963 he was refused permission to enter 
Britain. The same year he was found guilty of illegal possession of drugs. He 
died from a heroin overdose in August 1966. 

Margaret Thatcher was the first female Prime Minister of the United King- 
dom, the first British prime minister in the 20" century to serve three consecu- 
tive terms, the victor in the Falklands War against the Argentine, and for some 
years undoubtedly the most powerful woman in the world. 

Thatcher and Bruce may have had entirely different lives—Lenny had \ ris- 
ing and a I ), Maggie had Tl rising, ) in Q, K ° ®, and the angular ) 0 4—the 
latter two aspects being particularly powerful—but key events often happened to 
them around the same time, as one would expect for two people bom on the 
same day. They both married in 1951 as converse transit 4 squared natal )K— 
Lenny to a drug-using stripper, Maggie to the Blimpish owner of a home fur- 
nishings company. In 1959 both had their first big chance (progressed © a 
natal B and converse transit 4  \K): Lenny first appeared on major TV and 
Maggie became a member of parliament. In 1961 they reacted differently to 
transit  o natal ¥ and regressed © * natal B: Lenny was arrested, but Maggie 
became a member of the government for the first time. 1964 had transit 4 badly 
afflicting them—direct & ¥, converse ¢ B—Lenny was again arrested and 
Maggie lost her job as Education Minister when her party was put out of office. 

Lenny Bruce died in August 1966 as transit K was opposing its own place. 
By then Margaret Thatcher had not yet really begun to make her mark. She was 
elected prime minister in May 1979, and reelected in September 1982 and again 
in June 1987. She resigned in November 1990. 
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Margaret Thatcher 


9:00 AM GMT 
13" October 1925 
Grantham, England 
52N55, 0W39 


Lenny Bruce 


11:24 AM EST 
(16:24 UT) 

13" October 1925 
Mineola, 

New York 
40N45, 73W38 


1p 17 


A comparison of these two charts is most educational. 
To be continued 


37 


Patrice Guinard 


Interviewed by Angeles Rocamora Cortés! 


AR: When and how did you get interested in 
astrology? 

PG: Late, and by chance. In December 1977 
(I was 20 years old), I was invited by friends 
for a week-end in the country, close to 
Auvers-sur-Oise, the land of Van Gogh. We 
had a lot of passionate discussions: politics, 
metaphysics, society, freedom, ecology... We 
were drinking and smoking (tobacco and 
grass). In this agitated atmosphere and in this 
state of “increased consciousness” as 
Castaneda said, I discovered astrology. I knew 
nothing about astrology, not even my solar sign I think. A young woman 
“initiated” me by reading the zodiacal portraits from a small fashionable 
guide. Comparatively, | had to admit more pronounced resemblance be- 
tween the representation I had of myself and the portrait of my solar sign, 
than with any other solar sign. Then I read the planetary descriptions, 
while she was preparing my birth chart. There again, after she drew her 
strange sketch, the two or three planets that seemed closer to my aspira- 
tions than the others were located in the angles. I was suddenly con- 
quered by astrology as well as by the girl [laugh]. After this shock I read 
in a few months time the main astrology works available in French book- 
shops (Santagostini, Verney, Rudhyar, Barbault, Gauquelin, Halbronn, 
Nicola, Vouga, etc, but also Manilius, Selva and a few others), and in 
July 1980 I wrote my first astrology paper for the journal Cahiers Condi- 
tionalistes. 


AR: What made you think of taking on a PhD thesis about astrology? 

PG: In 1981 I had already written my Master’s thesis on astrology, with- 
out really referring to it explicitly: it was entitled "Mémoire et Extinction 
dans les Essais", it was a literary analysis and a philosophical commen- 
tary of the ideas and the style developed by Montaigne in his Essais, 
looked at under the angle of Pisces, his solar sign. In 1983, after coming 
back from cooperation work in South America, where I had the same 
function as the novelist Jean-Marie Le Clézio 20 years earlier, I regis- 
tered at the Sorbonne to prepare my D.E.A. I had a hard time finding an 


' This is the original text of an interview conducted in February 2002 and published the 
3rd trimester 2002 in the Spanish magazine Mercurio-3. 
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agreement about the subject to be treated with Jacques Bouveresse, who 
was then connected with the Collége de France: I wanted to work on the 
origins of the metaphysical discourse, on the initial conceptualisations 
put in place at a moment when a new episteme appears in philosophical 
activity, leading philosophers to invent new conceptual arrangements, for 
example with the Greek Pre-Socratics or with Descartes. This project 
was found too wide. After long discussions, I started wondering: why 
should I not work on a subject whom I took to heart even though it was 
not very orthodox in French universities: astrology? This is how in June 
1984 I presented my thesis on "Le Temps cyclique astral", almost com- 
pletely taken up again in my thesis of 1993. 


AR: Which difficulties did you encounter in the academic environment while 
working on your thesis? 

PG: A philosophical thesis dedicated to astrology was unheard of, even 
unthinkable, in western universities, especially French ones, which had a 
‘Cartesian’ reputation. The true aim of my work, which I partly achieved, 
was to lift up the astrological debate to the level of philosophical issues, 
so that philosophers could possibly refer to it. 1 spent almost as much 
energy looking for qualified teachers in this field, as for my thesis work. 
It is a joke of course, but it gives a good idea of the situation. My first 
thesis proposal, submitted at the Bordeaux university in 1984, was deal- 
ing with the same issue as my DEA and was titled "L'Etre et le Temps 
dans I'Astrologie (Fondements logiques et sémiologiques de l'astrologie 
contemporaine)" (“Being and Time in Astrology. Logical and Semiologi- 
cal Grounds of Contemporary Astrology”). 1 did not agree with the di- 
rector of my thesis on the orientation to give to my research, and I blew 
up the bridge: it was my thesis, and my ideas, not those of another person 
or of an institution. After the Bordeaux episode (see the prologue to my 
Manifesto), | was left alone, and went on working on this thesis outside 
the academic circuit. It was only in 1990 that my thesis, of which 2/3was 
drafted by then, was approved by a Sorbonne professor, and I would like 
to thank Antoine Faivre for this (who was then director at the fifth sec- 
tion of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, and had been appointed to 
the only professorship in France dedicated to the study of esoteric and 
mystical movements), and whose decisive help, at four occasions to be 
precise, allowed me to bring my project to an end. 


AR: What were the consequences, both personally and professionally, of dedi- 
cating your DEA and your PhD thesis to astrology? Is it not important for you 
to be recognized at the same time as a philosopher and an astrologer? Did be- 
ing an astrologer create a handicap for your profession and your academic rec- 
ognition? 

PG: I have no career ambitions; if I had, I would only have worked on 
other people’s thinking, ideas, after some rearrangement, as in most uni- 
versity theses. If an academic position was proposed to me, as some peo- 
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ple seem to be wishing, I think I would react as Spinoza did. One should 
never forget that university has always been at the trailer of innovations, 
and that, in the past, few philosophers occupied university positions, 
which are nowadays overly grudged. One knows the philosophical path 
and the life of the four main French thinkers of the last centuries, being 
Montaigne, Descartes, Rousseau and Maine de Biran: they were all ex- 
ternal to universities. I absolutely don’t think of myself as a victim of the 
scientist, anti-astrological ideology, because in the end I managed to find 
a balance and a freedom that academic constraints could not provide me. 
Moreover, since the opening of CURA, I maintain friendly relationships 
with a number of university thinkers from various continents, who are 
feeling somewhat constrained in their academic shackles. As far as as- 
trologers are concerned, although they are marginalized and despised in 
the intellectual environment, they generally reproduce at their level the 
exclusion mechanisms that they are subject to, through their clubs, asso- 
ciations and groupings, which is a dangerous threat for young astrologers. 


AR: How do you think of yourself? As an astrologer or as a philosopher? 
PG: Both, equally. Everything fell into place at the beginning of the 80s. 
At that time I was reading more philosophers and poets than astrologers, 
whose literature is generally very poor. In my mental organisation there 
were two poles of equal intensity between which I was unable to decide, 
with all the following representation conflicts: on one side the thinking 
of Nietzsche, which was truly the top of western thinking (and in my 
opinion the 20" Century showed us that this top has not been surpassed), 
and astrology on the other hand. Suddenly, at a crucial moment of the 
arrangement of my brain connections [laughing], the Nietzschean pole 
collapsed: I experienced my ‘downfall of Nietzsche’ and the ‘birth of my 
philosophy’. 


AR: How does your thesis differ from other theses on astrology? 

PG: The theses that I read (see my listing on the CURA website: 
http://cura.free.fr/Olauthd.html) are subdued to a methodology which is 
external to astrology, coming from various disciplines: history, psycho- 
statistics, psychotherapy, sociology, theology, medical science, den- 
tistry... In my works I attempted to define the concepts appertaining to 
the astrological world, and which could potentially legitimise its ap- 
proach by intellectual means, as well as reform a corpus which is viable 
thanks to its coherence and also by its confrontation with the require- 
ments of modern reason. An important ambiguity is remaining in this 
work: the concepts (matrix, matrix reason, impressionale, quadriver- 
sity...) seem to justify most astrological practices, but on the other hand 
they are subject to a radical criticism through the argumentation which 
justifies the establishment of a reasoned, carefully examined astrological 
model. Although modern reason can certainly be criticized for its most 
restricted aspects, it nevertheless implies some requirements at the level 
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of the discourse and mental representations, as well as at the level of 
physical reality—the astrologer must take this credibility into account in 
order to avoid falling back into a social autism fed by small astrological 
corporations. My thesis attempted to build this bridge. 


AR: Should astrology be part of university courses? 

PG: Historical research courses have recently been put in place in Brit- 
ain at the London Warburg Institute and in the universities of Southamp- 
ton, Bath, and Kent, thanks to a £1,000,000 gift for research made by a 
rich British donor. One also knows the recent accreditation of the Seattle 
Kepler College in the USA. Astrology, a universal cultural phenomenon, 
was present in most scholarship branches in Europe until the 17" Cen- 
tury. Historical studies will not be able to deny astrology in the coming 
decennia, and we will most likely see the funding of chairs of history of 
ancient astrology. As to whether astrology can claim a course of its 
known, like psychotherapy, that will depend on the mentality evolution 
in universities and on the capability of astrologers to adapt. 


AR: In your opinion, which is the worst enemy of astrology? 
PG: The scientists are the declared enemies of astrology, but do much 
less harm than the astrologers who make business out of it. In its present 
state astrology should be priesthood, not a business. (Please refer to a 
text which I entirely devoted to this question on the CURA website: 
http://cura.free.fr/16cura.html). 


AR: Which education should an astrologer have? 

PG: The counselling astrologer is a practitioner. He does not use astrol- 
ogy, but applied astrology. What is the use of counselling somebody else, 
when one only possesses a slightly superior competency to one’s “cli- 
ents”? As in the metaphor of the blind man who wants to guide the para- 
lytic, it is at the same time an illusion and a swindle. The prestigious as- 
trologers of the past were scholars. There is no astrology without this 
research of knowledge through astrology, however chimerical it may 
appear in our hyper-specialised society. An astrologer must first confront 
the requirements of modern thinking, and accomplish an entitlement in 
this frame, whatever discipline he chooses. Subsequently or at the same 
time he must study history of astrological models, philosophy and epis- 
temology, astronomy, and finally psychology. These four disciplines are 
the pillars of his knowledge. He must make sure to reach this level as 
good as he can. 


AR: Jn your thesis you claim that the knowledge of astrology has survived time, 
changes, cultural transformations, and all sorts of attacks. On the other hand, 
you develop a strong criticism of astrologers’ practices. Astrologers also sur- 
vived although they are nowadays outlawed and seen as crazy. What should be 
the attitude of astrologers in order to evolve in the future? 
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PG: Astrology survived its detractors, unlike multiple practices, religions 
and ideologies which fell into abeyance, because it conceals a part of 
truth about the nature of man and the world. Modern ideology will not be 
able to refuse this statement for a much longer time. Sociological analy- 
ses related to astrology are only meant to deceive, but since they are in- 
tellectually as poor as most astrological discourses, they will very soon 
be completely forgotten. An astrologer should not have to take a posi- 
tion: he must work, perfect his arms and his tool, so as to be capable of 
standing up to hostility. 


AR: A large majority of astrologers, mainly of traditionalist trend, think that 
astrology cannot be separated from prediction. Why are you so radically op- 
posed to prediction? 

PG: One only predicts events, and astrology relates to psychic matters, 
to the inner world. This tendency to prediction has always been astrol- 
ogy’s Achilles’ heel, and it will remain so until it is liberated from it. 
With prediction, one enters an empirical world, foreign to the nature of 
astrology, and sceptics of all tendencies will always play the game of 
denouncing it. There exists no corpus of predictions that were verified 
and justified by a controllable astrological method, neither in the past nor 
today. Astrologers of the past needed to persuade the various patrons 
who maintained them financially of the predictive possibilities of astrol- 
ogy. The latter has been drawn into that fool’s game for centuries, and 
today’s makers who are taking over this “tradition” are not far away from 
swindle. I do not believe that astrologers of the past, among the most 
competent ones, were persuaded of the efficiency of astrological predic- 
tion. Take for instance Johannes Stoeffler. For that matter there is a 
strange paradox on this subject: on the one hand the existence of numer- 
ous astrological techniques subjected to prediction, some of which were 
precisely invented at some point in time for that purpose; on the other 
hand the omni-present statement in treaties of the past of the dogma of 
free will, that is of the entire freedom of human judgment. “The wise 
dominates the stars”. That is a political adaptation of the astrological dis- 
course to ideological and theological demands. I am at the opposite end 
of these views: astrologically-speaking prediction is impossible, and phi- 
losophically free will is impossible. See Descartes, Spinoza and so on... 
and Paracelsus! Let’s nevertheless assume that an intuitive mind en- 
dowed with talents of a completely different nature than what astrology 
could provide him, that this mind decides to take on prediction, and that 
he is able to distinguish the extra-astrological factors in the prospected 
event, he should then respect a golden rule in use with ancient Indian 
astrologer: that is to give up his pretensions at the first mistake. A de- 
mand which I submitted to, after the only missed “prediction”, which 
slipped in passing into a note in my thesis of 1993: I had envisaged an 
unprecedented economical and financial collapse in 1997. The “Asian 
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crisis” was not of the extent that I had imagined. That is why this activity 
is over for me! [laughing] 


AR: Your position regarding the astrologer who draws up birth charts is very 
clear, Do you think that laymen should not accede to native astrology? 

PG: At the beginning of the 20" century, Paul Choisnard advocated the 
suspension of counselling. Some of those who claim filiation with it to- 
day, are multiplying the astronomical indicators which overload the birth 
chart, which is an absurd and irresponsible practice in my opinion. To 
draw up birth charts is one thing; to psychologize them and to sell them 
is another. Wanting to “adapt” the lost and credulous client to a society 
and a culture on which no critical thinking is ever performed seems to be 
an even worse fault in my eyes. In that case, the counselling astrologer 
does not become the toy of the stars, but of the entertainment industry, 
nothing else! Of course, the beginning astrologer must draw up birth 
charts, even if it were only to convince himself of the reality of astrologi- 
cal fact. If he continues this practise, it depends on the stakes. I am not 
opposed to the practice of birth charts, but to the overload of the birth 
chart with a multitude of elements which have never been questioned, to 
the psychologization of these elements, and to their sale in counselling. 
Moreover, these practices are obviously infantilising the uninitiated pub- 
lic and, like in the case of psychotherapy, are keeping him in an un- 
healthy state of servitude and emptiness; and most of all they are giving a 
very deplorable image of astrology. One should not forget that the birth 
chart is only a relatively marginal application of astrology. To consider it 
as the whole field of astrology is presumptuous. Medical science is not 
elaborated in consulting rooms, but in laboratories. Apart from that, 
counselling astrologers usually have no respect whatsoever for research, 
unlike medical doctors, and are on the look-out for a few recipes that 
they can easily exploit with their clients. 


AR: If astrology is neither a matter of prediction, of interpretation of birth 
charts, nor of psycho-astrology, then what purpose should it serve? 

PG: That’s the question. Practising astrology is to reason astrologically, 
to make use of what I called “matrix reasoning”. Astrology is a way for 
knowledge, not a sales tool. In that sense it is quite close to philosophy 
and religion, a religion without dogmas or rituals, a philosophy with con- 
straints and demands of a physical nature, and which presupposes a dif- 
ferent way of reasoning than the analytical and dualistic reasoning in use 
in western thinking. The case of philosophical Buddhism is fairly close 
to that of astrology: what is it useful for? Astrology makes it possible to 
access an understanding of reality which results of “natural” perception, 
inherent in the temporal and structural organisation of human psyche. In 
this sense, astrology is a natural philosophy (if it is not a philosophy of 
nature), which is trans-cultural, meta-cultural, and in a certain sense even 
a-cultural, but not without a cultural past. Astrology is this return to the 
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sources of human thinking, beyond the various cultural orientations and 
conditionings which have shaped the minds and mentalities since millen- 
nia. I believe that it will be the main ferment of the philosophy of the 
coming centuries. 


AR: What will astrology evolve to? 

PG: Hard to tell. Astrology finds itself at crossroads. It can continue re- 
search from innovative orientations put in place during the last century, 
or else it can adopt the consensus imposed by the various influence 
groups and go down into the common chatter currently in use and in- 
creasing in most astrological journals. I will also answer your question in 
a different way, Angeles: I am convinced that the golden age of astrology 
lies ahead, but because of the nature of its knowledge, which is essen- 
tially a matter of equanimity, the advent of astrology will only be possi- 
ble with the liberation of consciences from their subjugation to mental 
representations and to ideologies of any nature. This will unlikely happen 
in the near future, and we will undoubtedly go through troubled times 
and estrangement from these representations in order for this future to 
become clearer. Ten years ago we saw the collapse of soviet ideology, 
which nobody expected. Other ideologies, apparently stronger, are near- 
ing decay. 


AR: In your thesis, academic, scientific, and common astrological positions are 
strongly criticised. How and in what aspect should they change? 

PG: The academic world should become conscious of the fact that in the 
past most real knowledge innovations were created outside of it, and it is 
illusory to believe that the situation has changed. The scientific world 
must give up its prerogatives on knowledge in general and admit that it 
only represents one type of knowledge amongst others, which only ide- 
ally applies to certain types of objects, which it creates by the way. In the 
end, experimental science is a recent invention, the direct consequence of 
it being the transformation of the four variables of our environment: 
Earth, Men, Objects, and mental Images. One should make an assess- 
ment, and draw the consequences from it. 


AR: What does it mean to ‘think astrology’? 

PG: To think astrology is to question oneself and the world and at the 
same time to question astrological representations. It is also to question 
astrological models and conceptions. The common astrological discourse 
and practices are a jumble of absurd ideas and various theories (the parts, 
the planetary hours, the lunar nodes, the house systems of Campanus, 
Placidus and others, the four elements, progressions, minor aspects, as- 
teroids, etc.) which were put in place at a given moment of its history, by 
a given astrologer or a given school. These ideas and systems are incom- 
patible with each other and contradictory. They were often imagined for 
other reasons than astrological reasons, generally by cultural assimilation 
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or simply by numerological methods. One can get an idea of the chaos 
that already existed in the Greek astrological field by reading the classi- 
cal work of Bouché-Leclercq (1899). To think astrology is take on a re- 
search of epistemological nature, questioning these models and the vari- 
ous elements which became imbedded in the astrological corpus during 
its history, while confronting them to the requirements of modern think- 
ing. In other words, it means to clean up. The field of mathematics found 
its unity and its logic. I wish astrology would do the same. 


AR: Do you think astrology is being denigrated because it scares people? 
PG: Of course. People are scared of astrology, and it is scared as well. 
Astrology needs to impose itself through thinking, but also through 
persuasion and force. Since I am neither jupiterian nor martian, I am 
leaving these ways to others! [laughing]. In other words, it needs 
diplomats, with wide experience of social conventions and jurisdictions, 
warriors, and—yes!—missionaries, no salesmen or profiteers. 


AR: In your thesis you forsake various methods and tools used by astrologers: 
fictive points, asteroids, sidereal astrology, house systems, and so on. But the 
most innovative is the use of a completely different House system that you called 
Dominion. What are the advantages of this house system? And how is it that the 
traditional system also works? 
PG: What works or functions for astrologers is mainly the language 
games with symbols through unilateral analogical parallels, in other 
words it only “works” thanks to their verbal dexterity, and in their 
imagination. Dominion is the modern recast of the octopus, an older 
House system than the system of twelve, which is only the transfer of the 
zodiac on the local sphere, probably devised to satisfy the needs of 
hourly astrology. Dominion has nothing to do with this divinatory sys- 
tem, which was abandoned by a certain number of astrologers in the 20" 
Century. It represents the eight natural spatial directions, of the compass 
or the winds, and translates these different spatial modalities in con- 
science, as integration modes to the environment. The House is an ex- 
tremely powerful and even determining operator in the psychic economy 
of a person, since it indicates with certainty how the individuals seeks to 
exteriorise his aspirations. Knowing that a person is Individuation or Par- 
ticipation, Objectivation or Alligation, is a much more important piece of 
information, in my practice, than to know whether he ‘is’ Gemini or Li- 
bra, or even Venus or Saturn. 


AR: How can astrology function, if it does neither through synchronicity nor 
through detectable physical influences? 

PG: The idea of Jungian synchronicity is completely senseless to explain 
the astrological fact: I explained this several times, and Jung himself was 
fairly clear on this subject. As to physical influences, they necessarily 
exist, because otherwise no astral effect is possible. Between the physical 
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signal and the observed behaviours, there is a space which, strictly 
speaking, astrology should deal with: the astral-physical space, the space 
of the anatomy and dynamics of psychic processes as they can be under- 
stood in the light of astrology. The astrologer generally translates that 
space in the form of symbols, but his remaining problem is to make the 
difference between this psychic-astral and his imagination, between what 
can be felt independently of any mental representations, and the mere 
result of his imagination and of the infinite games playing on the borders 
of what he knows —or thinks he knows- about astrology. 


AR: What is your opinion on the current debate going on in France regarding 
the thesis of Mrs. Teissier and the radical opposition of French sociologists? 

PG: The thesis of Elizabeth Teissier is not better or worse than most the- 
ses defended in sociology. What is a good sociology thesis anyway? 
[laughing] Only a small fraction of the French sociology circles, and not 
the entire French sociology circle, sought to deny the sociological aspect 
of E.T.’s work and grew restless around ‘the Tessier case’, which seems 
to have formed the pretext for settling scores within the sociological cir- 
cles. A principle petition was signed before the signers perused the con- 
tents of the thesis. This ‘scientific’ attitude reminds us of the attitude of 
the instigators of the American Manifest against astrology in 1975. One 
should know that as a support to Michel Maffesoli, the thesis director, 
another distinguished representative of French sociology, perhaps the 
only one who will pass on to posterity, Jean Baudrillard, energetically 
took a stand for the thesis and denounced the inquisitorial dictates of the 
schemers. I believe that it is essentially an ideological problem: French 
sociologists could not bear that a thesis on this subject, in their field, was 
defended by an astrologer, moreover by a media star. For them, the entire 
credibility of sociology is painfully being questioned, all the more since 
sociology already lacks scientific character endemically (on this subject, 
please refer to my article published on http://cura.free.fr/19afftei.html). 


AR: Many astrologers wish that the astrological fact could obtain scientific 
recognition. But what is certain today, is that astrology does not meet the re- 
quired scientific conditions. Should astrologers not put their efforts into situat- 
ing astrology in the area of hermeneutical knowledge, rather than trying in vain 
to place it in the area of ‘hard’ sciences? 

PG: How could astrology have a place in the midst of physical sciences, 
when it has no physical object? As to its inclusion into hermeneutical 
knowledge, one should precisely wonder why it does no longer satisfy 
the requirements of hermeneutical thinking, otherwise there would be no 
reason stopping it from being part of it. I believe that astrology pertains 
to a completely different “episteme’ than that of hermeneutics, which I 
tried to define by a matrix system and by the notion of matrix reason. I 
believe that it is the only viable assumption for astrology, but I don’t 
know whether universities are ready to accept it, nor when they will. 
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Thus in this matter, astrology should not adapt, but the university should trans- 
form itself. In the current situation, astrology has no place as autonomous disci- 
pline. Whether regrettable or not, (and many astrologers care very little unlike 
what you’re saying) it is possible that astrology could find a place at a more or 
less short term, as an auxiliary discipline, because matrix thinking crosses all 
fields of thinking. This is why I am saying that practising astrology is in the first 
place to make use of matrix thinking, that is to put in place a plural (usually 
quadripolar or quadri-folded) thinking, which leads to tangible ‘results’, in 
whatever field. And to do so, one needs not even explicitly name the astrological 
tools (planets, signs, etc.), but use them. Hence it is not about a battle between 
fields of knowledge, but about methods which cross these fields. In this way 
‘astrology’ has already been more or less present in academic teachings, and 
since a long time. 


AR: Like psychoanalysis, astrology states that a human being is the master of 
his existence. Is that not the reason why astrology has been banished for centu- 
ries? 

PG: Yes, probably: astrology constantly had to handle with tact the dogma of 
‘free will’ imposed by Christian theology, and today the dogma of freedom of 
conscience and of responsibility. Psychoanalysis is indeed a direct competitor of 
astrology, but younger, more adapted to modernity and its requirements, but also 
vowed to its idols and to a certain ineffectualness. The fact is that many thera- 
pists put into context the content of psychoanalytical teaching, and integrate 
astrological data, is not of good omen for the future of psychoanalysis, whose 
scientific character is more and more disparaged. 


AR: You once defended the idea that astrology practitioners should pay a part 
of their income to the creation of a fund, which would be used for research, edi- 
tion and translation activities of old works, and for the creation of a library. Is it 
not contradictory to tax the activity of people whom you partly consider harmful 
to the astrological cause? Should we not rather try to fight and eradicate the 
root of the problem? 

PG: This proposal would in a first step only apply to horoscopes and predictions 
of newspapers, radio, web and other media, thus to the most harmful practices 
according to most ‘professional’ astrologers. However there is little chance for it 
to be accepted, because it would require that astrologers are united and have a 
common will, which is not the case. If nevertheless this proposal could be put in 
place, it would allow the development of a serious astrology which in the more 
or less long term would clear these appalling practices. 


Your thesis was an important contribution to astrology. What are your pro- 
for the future? 

PG: My only current project is to continue the research and diffusion work put 
in place on the CURA site, and I thank you, Angeles, for you invaluable contri- 
bution to the Spanish section of the site. 


e@ 
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N MANY WAYS our lives are a journey to an afterlife or to 
another life. We are all pilgrims on the way to the transforma- 
tion of death. If we look at the Zodiac as the progress of human 
beings as they grow and mature we see that each sign covers 
seven years and each decanate within the sign twenty-eight months. The 
total is 84, which is the age at the \K return, beyond which few people 
live. This is especially noteworthy because each seven-year sector covers 
84 months or 28 months for each decanate. The 84 months reflects the )K 
return number, too. The 28 month number is the usual period of the 4 
return cycle, even though retrogrades and the like may boost it up to 30, 
the passage into maturity. Replication across scale, one of the main tenets 
of Chaos Theory, seems to be operating on a time, not a space, scale. 

One of the problems with statistical life expectancy is that unnatural 
deaths are included in the mix. The life expectancy number is now in the 
mid sixties. In statistics unnatural causes of death are included, such as 
accidents, murders, suicides, contagious diseases, natural disasters, and 
war. All other things being equal the normal life span should run to 
eighty-something. In the astrological view we are looking at the stages of 
life through which a normally functioning human being would progress. 
Of course there are stages within the progress where one has to deal with 
the possibility of death in some form. In their fifties, most women go 
through menopause. Their motherhood dies. Many men have heart attacks 
in this age period. Short periods occur earlier, for instance, in the twen- 
ties there are possibilities of death in war, natural disasters, contagious 
diseases, and from drunk driving, drugs, smoking, or speeding accidents, 
and the like. This does not mean that everybody dies at the same age, only 
that the body of the human being was designed to last much longer than 
statistics show. 


LIFE CYCLE 
ARIES 0 to 7 
The newborn, of course, knows little of his environment and is totally 
dependent on arms that hold him and feed him and sounds that comfort 
him. This period is the most self-absorbed of all because of helplessness 
and the overwhelming urge to survive. 
Aries decanate: birth to 2 years 4 months 
As is obvious, the infant is totally self-absorbed in his quest for survival. 
All he really knows is himself. All he can be concerned with is keeping 
that self alive. He enters a world of space and variety he has not known 
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for nine months. 

Leo decanate at 2 years 4 months 

The terrible twos start here. Talking begins in this decanate. At this point 
he is starting to deal with his power to dominate the people around him 
and call attention to himself. He also starts to exhibit power over himself, 
becoming toilet-trained and relinquishing diapers. 

Sagittarius decanate at 4 years 8 months to 7 years 

Children begin to learn from their environment and have some sense of 
ideas and learning new concepts and religion, especially if they go to a 
church operated nursery school or day-care center. They learn there is a 
world outside home and family. At the tail end of this period they may 
start pre-school or kindergarten. 


TAURUS 7 to 14 

Taurus is a Sign of the physical body and memory. The physical body 
grows in strength and agility. The child develops a strong need to satisfy 
his desires and urges or indulge his feelings. 

Taurus decanate 7 years to 9 years 4 months 

Now fully engaged in primary school children learn about ownership 
from having to interact with others, who may try to take their things or 
invade their space. In the Catholic Church seven was considered the age 
of reason. At that age it was considered the child was old enough to know 
right from wrong, so he or she could go to confession and receive Holy 
Communion. Since this is a materialist, memory-driven sign, the child 
would learn everything by rote and memorization, the 3 Rs and the Ten 
Commandments. This Sign is also very physical so there is a testing of 
one's physical abilities. 

Virgo decanate 9 years 4 months to 11 years 8 months 

By this age children start to think for themselves and to question what 
they learn. Playtime skills are developed: anything from Little League 
baseball to riding a bike, skateboarding, and roller-blading. 

Capricorn decanate 11 years 8 months to 14 years 

Children begin to test out adult knowledge, telling dirty jokes and the 
like. In some cases girls start their menstrual periods. Boys' voices 
change and they may experience wet dreams. So there is an 
adult/physical cast to this particular period 


GEMINI 14 to 21 

Children begin to act in community with their peers and acquire knowl- 
edge with some element of choice, such as taking college preparatory 
courses or more job related skills, such as secretarial and shop. 

Gemini decanate 14 years to 16 years 4 months 

Real learning starts to take place. In High School one is taught to reason 
things out more than just learning by rote. Subjects are more wide rang- 
ing as are extracurricular activities from drama clubs and glee clubs to 
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sports. The child often meets many new people as high schools draw 
children from many different grade schools. 

Libra decanate 16 years 4 months to 18 years 8 months 

Young people start to date and fall in love for the first time. A whole new 
world of personal relationships begins. Those who are not allowed to 
date may develop crushes on members of the opposite sex, contemporar- 
ies and even teachers. 

Aquarius decanate 18 years 8 months to 21 years 

The young graduate and move on to college, where they are really taught 
to think for themselves and are likely to rebel against some of the things 
they have been taught. There is a break from the home life, especially if 
they go off to college to live. Children break out of old patterns and even 
childhood itself. 


CANCER 21 to 28 

Here we are approaching independent adulthood and the years of pro- 
ducing one's own family and home. There may also be a first experience 
of death that makes our young adult recognize the passage of time and 
precariousness of life itself. 

Cancer decanate 21 years to 23 years 4 months 

Our developing adults begin to think about creating families of their 
own. Where freedom was uppermost in the preceding years security now 
becomes an important issue. 

Scorpio decanate 23 years 4 months to 24 years 20 months 

If our young adult has married this stage brings up matters of jointly 
owned property and who has control over what. If the marriage failed 
quickly these become the major issues in divorce. There may be an ex- 
perience of death of a contemporary or a grandparent 

Pisces decanate 24 years 20 months to 28 years 

Our married couple may begin to feel imprisoned by their jobs and their 
children and long to escape. 


LEO 

The sign of Leo and Leo decanate begins at 28 years. 

This is also the start of the first return, where a major choice about the 
course of one's life is made. Pleasures and power dominate this period. 
One begins to feel the need to do whatever has to be done to survive. As 
their children start to mature they become a dominant issue, which can 
keep a faltering marriage together. Extramarital affairs can also develop 
in this phase. 

Sagittarius decanate 30 years 4 months to 32 years 8 months 

One begins to look ahead and plan for one's future. This is especially 
noteworthy because the % return may not fully complete until age thirty. 
Religious matters may also become dominant, such as whether to remain 
in a particular church or religion or try something entirely new, such as 
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oriental forms of spiritual development. 

Aries decanate 32 years 8 months to 35 years 

Young adults may revert back to total self-interest and self-absorption, 
particularly where career and personal advancement are concerned. If the 
mother has been a stay-at-home wife she may go out and get a job or 
start a career. 


VIRGO 35 to 42 

This is a period where skills are developed and health matters may pre- 
dominate, particularly in areas such as health foods and diets. 

Virgo decanate 35 to 37 years 4 months 

Work and usefulness really start to dominate the mind. In some cases 
there may be an urge to renovate the house or buy a fixer-upper. There 
may also start to be concerns about one's health or the health of the par- 
ents, 

Capricorn decanate 3 7 years 4 months to 39 years 8 months 

Success and recognition become important. One questions whether or not 
he or she has achieved the reputation and advancement always dreamed 
of. 

Taurus decanate 39 years 8 months to 42 years 

The inclination to be self-absorbed returns. In this period )K opposes natal 
4 and ¥ squares natal ¥. This correlates to last chance time. Either you 
pursue your dream or you give it up and regret it for the rest of your life. 
The desire for freedom and independence along with self-absorption 
may lead to many serious events in the life. Divorce is fairly common. 
By now the children are teenagers and not in need of the major care and 
attention of youngsters. 


LIBRA 42 to 49 

The major concerns are finding true and lasting love, justice in court, and 
balance and harmony in one's life. 

Libra decanate 42 years to 44 years 4 months 

Concerns about partnering return along with the desire to find one's per- 
fect mate, especially if divorce occurred at the first ){ return. If the couple 
are still together, they may go into marriage counseling to try to work out 
their problems. 

Aquarius decanate 44 years 4 months to 46 years 8 months) 

This could bring the final breakup as one or the other takes on a lover. 
Gemini 46 years 8 months to 49 

There may be an urge or inclination to learn new things. This can be any- 
thing from taking yoga classes to various forms or personal enlighten- 
ment. The urge for new knowledge and interaction with new people and 
ideas becomes important. 
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SCORPIO ages 49 to 56 

Women begin menopause in this sector and their eggs "die." Many men 
have heart attacks. Death becomes an important issue. Parents may die 
during this age span. 

Scorpio decanate 49 years to 49 years 28 months (51 years 4 months) 
Here we begin to have concerns either about our own deaths or the deaths 
of our parents. We may take out insurance and write up our wills. If we 
are in a divorce situation there may be many arguments about joint prop- 
erty distribution and alimony and child support. One's sexual life (or lack 
of it) becomes important, too. 

Pisces decanate 51 years 4 months to 53 years 8 months 

We begin to think about retirement and how we want our assets distrib- 
uted after we have departed for the great unknown. We may also think 
about retirement communities and nursing homes. Sometimes, reserva- 
tions have to be made many years in advance for the best ones. These 
bring thoughts of buying land in Florida, Hawaii, or on some Caribbean 
island. One does think ahead and dream ahead in mutable sectors. 
Cancer decanate 53 years 8 months to 56 years 

Home and security become a major issue again. If the parents have not 
already died, this may be the time when family matters have to be 
strongly addressed, particularly if there is any controversy between sib- 
lings as to the proper distribution of parental property. 

SAGITTARIUS 56 to 63 

Travel, religion, and legal matters become dominant issues. This is the 
point where one may try to see places only dreamed of and explore new 
places never experienced, inner or outer. 

Sagittarius Decanate 56 to 58 years 4 months 

There can be a strong desire to travel to places never visited or to visit 
old friends who are scattered across the country. Religion also becomes 
an important factor as one tries to clean up old transgressions to assure a 
place in heaven. 

Aries decanate 56 years 28 months to 58 years 4 months 

The self-absorption and demanding urges take hold as one's health starts 
to fail and the body is not as trustworthy as it used to be. Nobody is 
there to take the place of caring parents except paid help or one's chil- 
dren. The very young become a total delight, especially grandchildren. 
Leo Decanate 60 years 8 months to 63 

The preoccupation with children and grandchildren continues. There can 
be an inclination to join in elder activities, road trips, vacation cruises, and 
the like. Pleasures are important even though one may be in denial about 
the aspect of being on the verge of becoming a senior citizen. 


CAPRICORN 63 to 70 


One can reach his or her highest achievement or recognition at this stage. 
Many retirement parties honor faithful employees. In the case of the art- 
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ist, Grandma Moses, she just got going here and achieved lasting fame. 
The same is true of other artists, such as Georgia O'Keefe. 

Capricorn decanate 63 to 65 and 4 months 

If one has not been forced to retire for health reasons he is likely to have 
reached the peak of his achievement and reputation. Stoppage, the work 
of Saturn, occurs in this time period. Mandatory retirement and social 
security occur during this sector. 

Taurus decanate 65 years 4 months to 67 years 8 months 

One's acquisitive nature erupts again, as one goes over one's possessions to 
decide their distribution after death. If one has not purchased a retirement 
home and is forced to think about an old age home or assisted living 
quarters one must select out the most important possessions to take along. 
Virgo decanate 67 years 8 months to 70 years 

Health may become an overriding issue as the body starts to deteriorate. 
One has already passed the average death age here. There is also a ten- 
dency to do lots of chores around the property, purchased in the last deca- 
nate. Some people, especially those who had been in business for them- 
selves may hire out to do little odd jobs for people in the retirement 
community. Plumbers fix leaks and such. Electricians do some wiring. 


AQUARIUS 70-77 

Friends and independence or lack of it become an issue during this pe- 
riod. The longing to see old friends who are still alive increases. There 
is a certain satisfaction in being with people who knew you when you 
were young and knew what you looked like when you were strong and 
unwrinkled. In addition you share many of the same opinions and atti- 
tudes about the world and its doings. 

Aquarius decanate 70 to 72 years 4 months) 

One goes into group living and living with the help of strangers. Com- 
munal living is practically mandatory by this age, because one's children 
may be too preoccupied with their own lives, careers, and family to give 
their parents the care they need. 

Gemini decanate 72 years 4 months to 74 years 8 months 

One may have to learn new methods and procedures. The amount of pa- 
perwork that can be demanded in medicare and social security matters can 
be overwhelming. In a retirement home one may have to deal with un- 
pleasant neighbors, roommates, and attendants. High school and college 
class reunions may be a welcome respite from a world of strangers. 

Libra decanate 74 years 8 months to 77 

One may be concerned with legal issues or matters of fairness and eq- 
uity in one's nursing home atmosphere. Since most are living in a world 
of widows and widowers romances may flower just for the needed com- 
panionship if nothing else. 
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PISCES 77 to 84 

This is the age of true retirement or escape from the world. Many are 
"imprisoned" in nursing homes or spend most of their time in the hospi- 
tal. Then there is Alzheimer’s disease in which the mind loses many of 
its capabilities and the victim is awash in confusion. 

Pisces decanate 77 to 79 + 4 months 

By this time one is either spending most of one's time in the hospital or 
in a nursing home. It is a bit like being in prison, where one is not free to 
come and go at will. Those who try to escape are often fitted with brace- 
lets or anklets that send out a signal if they approach an outside doorway 
Cancer decanate 79 years 4 months to 81 years 8 months 

Home and family memories predominate. The past begins to merge with 
the present as old memories merge with new. 

Scorpio decanate 81 years 8 months to 84 

Here one experiences a { return and is likely to die. One certainly looks 
forward to death as the body weakens and endures one emergency opera- 
tion after another. On top of it if one still has income enough to pay the 
premiums on insurance, the co-pays, and monthly resident fees in the 
nursing home, whatever is left diminishes the inheritance of one's 


progeny. 
Start over at Age 85 


LIFE EXPECTANCY 

Eighty-four years may seem awfully long, but a number of people do live 
well beyond, so it is not unthinkable. If one survives a new round would 
begin at in T, a Fire Sign. Fire is the element of the spirit. They may 
return to their spirit form in this period. We can see where T is the true 
age of second childhood and infancy. Some oldsters become as demand- 
ing as infants, throw tantrums, and become the scourge of the nursing 
home. 

If one dies earlier than 84 there are certain divisions that make death a 
concern, the Sign of Tl and the Tl decanates within Water Signs. One 
would think that the decanates would contract to cover the appropriate 
period. If one eliminated one month off each decanate three years would 
be eliminated from the lifespan. . Unfortunately, that would eliminate the 
symmetry and stunning symbolism of the present setup, so we are look- 
ing at the optimum life span here. Adding a month to each sector would 
add three years to the life, but each sector would then last more than 
seven years, which would destroy the patterns, too 

Certain individuals have a genetic background of early death. While 
all people do not die at the same age as Tl. sectors produce, Earth Signs 
have some % domination, which can bring a return to the soil in burial or 
even a stoppage of life period. The better approach is to start the cycle 
over if one manages to go beyond eighty-four. If you continue the count, 
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people who live to 99 die in the 6-% decanate, which is perfectly appro- 
priate. The few who pass one hundred are back in I which is a non- 
material Sign, so they become largely invisible and meet their old sib- 
lings, cousins, and neighbors in the great beyond. 


e@ 


Thomas J. O’Brien 
the Hit-&-Run Bishop 


VIRGINIA REYER 


HOMAS JOSEPH O'BRIEN, 

the first American Bishop to be 

charged with a felony, resigned 

as Bishop of Phoenix on 18” 
June 2003. He had failed to stop after the 
car he was driving hit and killed Jim Lee 
Reed, a 43 year-old Navaho, four days 
earlier. 

Two weeks before that, having been 
threatened by the County Attorney with 
an appearance before a grand jury, he had 
publicly acknowledged that he had 
covered up allegations of sexual abuse by 
at least fifty priests for decades. He 
agreed then to relinquish some of his power as head of the Phoenix Dio- 
cese to avoid possible criminal indictment. The legally binding docu- 
ment is one of the most candid confessions by any bishop in the country 
that official church policy endangered children and allowed some priests 
to continue molesting minors long after their sexual histories were 
known. O’Brien was guaranteed immunity from prosecution for any 
criminal cover-up or for failing to report sexual abuse by priests he su- 
pervised. Abuse victims consider O’Brien, who apparently pressured 
victims to remain silent, was let off the hook by receiving immunity. 

But the immunity did not cover the fatal hit-and-run incident. A wit- 
ness to the hit-and-run described O’Brien’s vehicle and provided its li- 
cense plate number to the police. Told on Sunday that the police wanted 
to speak with him, he made no attempt to contact them but did make 
phone enquiries about replacing his damaged windshield. He was ar- 
rested on Monday, the 16 June. He stated that he knew his car had hit 
something, but thought it was a dog or a cat. Some of Reed’s tissue was 
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was found embedded in the broken windshield. O’Brien was released on 
a $45,000 bond after pleading innocent. 

O’Brien’s birthday is known but the hour is not. I have pondered 
over his chart and, using what is known about him, suggest a birth time 
of 00:28 Am CST, with the 21" degree of Tl rising, see Figure 1. 


a 
19° IL oz 


dae 


See 


Figure 1: Bishop Thomas J. O’Brien 
00:28 AM CST, 29" November 1935 
Indianapolis, Indiana: 39N47, 86W09 


He became the third Bishop of Phoenix in January 1982. He had 
graduated from St. Meinrad Seminary in Indiana and was ordained for 
the diocese of Tucson on 7" May 1961. When the diocese of Phoenix 
was created in 1969 O’Brien was named chancellor and secretary to the 
first Bishop, Edward A. McCarthy, who is now a retired Archbishop of 
Miami. When the second Bishop, James Rausch, died unexpectedly in 
November 1981, O’Brien was first appointed administrator of the dio- 
cese and then, on 6" January 1982, became the third Bishop of Phoenix 
as transit ){ was applying to conjunct his natal © o 4. 

In 1995 Bishop O’Brien paid $45,000 to settle one claim against a 
prominent priest, Rev. Picardi, who O’Brien subsequently promoted to 
second in command in the diocese; other priests were transferred to other 
parishes to conceal their scandal from the authorities and thus given the 
opportunity to commit the same crimes again. In 2002 sexual and legal 
scandals surfaced when six priests were indicted by a grand jury follow- 
ing a year-long investigation. The Republic compiled a list of 28 priests 
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and church employees who were publicly accused of sex-related crimes. 

Charubel symbolized the 21* degree of I? as An ostrich, a bird fa- 
mously known to hide its head in the sand whenever there are problems. 
La Volasfera had A man carrying a money-bag in each hand for the 
same degree. He described it as a degree of Covetousness. I'll leave it to 
readers to decide if these symbols are meaningful. 

With ¥ close to his I? Ascendant, O’Brien will be a person who likes 
to bring order out of confusion though there is some narrowness in his 
outlook. 3, his Ascendant-ruler, is in the last degree of Tl and final de- 
grees are upsetting. 3 in Tl tends to be surrounded by secrets; he is a 
good investigator but will not want anything about himself to become 
known, & is in the 3“ house with ¥ and the ©, indicating good morals, a 
religious outlook, a constructive intellect, a wealth of ideas, and ($ also 
rules the MC) success in his profession. However, » squares these three 
bodies and so increases his seriousness and causes inhibitions to his deci- 
sion making. O’Brien is a shy, gentle man, short in stature. ¥ in Tl in the 
3" house causes him to come and go a great deal; this indecisive man 
will need to express himself through action. Communication serves a 
definite purpose in getting him what he wants to accomplish, he will be a 
good speaker and preacher and intellectual leader, yet he is easily swayed 
by strong emotional factors. 

© ¢ * gives a strong, powerful spirit; success in the religious sphere; 
good social connections; a religious outlook; and the creative power to 
achieve and accomplish his aims. This is a powerful aspect, especially in 
%, the sign } rules and where the © is strong by element, and can be 
O’Brien’s saving grace. Yet the square from » does cause him to regret 
past mistakes. It is likely to take himself and his work too seriously. 

% « B—he can easily communicate his ideas and is able to persuade 
others, both individuals and the public, to his point of view. 

% is in } in the 6” house, closely conjunct the Vertex and * (— 
suggesting inherited health problems, worries, restrictive duties con- 
nected with religion (» 0 4 & the ©) and with the suffering of others. 
There is a conflict between his domestic and professional obligations, 
problems with authorities, a need for recognition, and great faith in his 
own power. Even so, with » * )K from the VX, he does have the ability 
to cope with difficult situations and to pull through with the help of oth- 
ers. 

The ©’s antiscion ¢ o indicates determination, ambition, the desire to 
lead and self-reliance. o%, exalted in % in the 5" and trine the rising de- 
gree, works towards a goal, inspires confidence in others, and indicates 
creative self-expression and endurance. 

o& & P shows a transition and breakdown in O’Brien’s position. This 
is a self-torturing aspect, its intensity coming out both in his physical 
body and in his mental attributes. 

The ) in @ is closely ¢ Q, it applies to 4 ¥ at the Ascendant and then 
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0 in = in the 2™ house before it comes to ¢ o’. Both the ) and ¥ are in 
signs of their detriment, which suggests he will be exposed to peculiar 
and strange influences with others. 

In 2002, around the time the sexual and legal scandals began to sur- 
face, O’Brien’s progressed o” was closing in on the opposition to his na- 
tal and progressed ¥, and at the same time secondary 4 was squaring the 
¥/As midpoint. o% o° ¥ is an indicator of self-destructive forces, especially 
as o is conjunct the natal Ascendant. 4 0 ¥ can be interpreted as wear- 
ing the purple in the Catholic Church, but it also clearly shows bad luck 
and a lack of stability. With the Ascendant involved, this makes O’Brien 
self-motivated and vulnerable to others. 


Figure 2: Fatal hit-&-run Accident 
8:35 PM MST, 14" June 2003 
Phoenix, Arizona: 33N33, 112W04 


The 2003 secondaries show a Mutable Grand Cross with & ° ¥ 
squared by 4 o® ®, the latter going from the progressed 2™ to 8" 
houses—as in the previous year, & and are afflicting O’Brien’s ¥, but 
now, due to the motion of the progressed ), his progressed ®—his 
wealth and standing, his good luck—is afflicted. The Catholic Diocese of 
Phoenix, with Bishop O’Brien at its head, has been plagued by an ongo- 
ing sex scandal of the worst sort (o <° ¥). Bishop O’Brien acknowledges 
that for years he had covered up the sins of child-molesting priests. Now 
he faces felony charges for causing a pedestrian death and leaving the 
scene of the accident. In July when this all come to a head and the 
bishop is forced to resign, transit P is opposing his natal MC, transit JK is 
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conjunct his natal } o \x, and transit o is squaring his natal ¥. Figure 2 
is cast for the time of the hit-and-run accident. 

At the time of the accident, the transit o at 29° 10° =» appropriately 
opposes O’Brien’s secondary MC (29° 19° Q)}—O’Brien had entered a 
world in which death and violence were a reality. Transit ) rises ° »: 
intense emotions, a great sensitivity to environmental conditions, public- 
ity, changing conditions, also anxiety and physical depression—O’ Brien 
ran away ()), left the scene of the accident, because he was afraid (»). 
Antiscion ){ ¢ transit MC: a sudden change of destiny, change of reputa- 
tion and profession. Transit 3 0 { & o%: an accident. Transit 4 ¢ x in 
the 8" house, ° ¥: 4 can improve conditions but it also represents the 
legal system; ¥ creates confusion and uncertainty. 

The solar are for 2003 is 69° 15°. Thus the solar are Ascendant is 
20°27? VG + 69° 15° = 29° 42’ SC, which is conjunct natal ME at 29° 58’ 
SC, the ruler of O’Brien’s Ascendant and Midheaven. Transit MA at the 
moment of the accident squares this point, as does the NN, while transit 
PL is 180 natal MC and transit UR is conjunct natal SA & VX. An em- 
phasis of the 30" degree always indicates the need for constant readjust- 
ments in life, it has to do with personal sacrifice. 

The full moon earlier on the 14" June 2003 occurred at 23° 00° SG, 
which is the antiscion of the accident’s rising degree. 

Thomas O’Brien acknowledged driving the car that killed Jim Lee 
Reed. His trial, if there ever is one, has been postponed into the future. 
Transit PB will remain close to his natal IC for some time to come. 
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BOB MAKRANSKY 


CCORDING TO THE Yaqui Indian sorcerer Don Juan (quoted 
from The Power of Silence by Carlos Castaneda),' the entire 
human race falls into three categories. Although he describes 
the three types in the most negative terms, nonetheless the most 
likely astrological correspondence shows through quite clearly: 

“People in the first class are the perfect secretaries, assistants, com- 
panions. They have a very fluid personality, but their fluidity is not 
nourishing. They are, however, serviceable, concerned, totally domestic, 
resourceful within limits, humorous, well-mannered, sweet, delicate. In 
other words, they are the nicest people one could find, but they have one 
huge flaw: they can’t function alone. They are always in need of some- 
one to direct them. With direction, no matter how strained or antagonis- 
tic that direction might be, they are stupendous. By themselves, they 
perish. 

“People in the second class are not nice at all. They are petty, vindic- 
tive, envious, jealous, self-centered. They talk exclusively about them- 
selves and usually demand that people conform to their standards. They 
always take the i ive even though they are not comfortable with it. 
They are thoroughly ill at ease in every situation and never relax. They 
are insecure and are never pleased; the more insecure they become the 
nastier they are. Their fatal flaw is that they would kill to be leaders. 

“In the third category are people who are neither nice nor nasty. They 
serve no one, nor do they impose themselves on anyone. Rather they are 
indifferent. They have an exalted idea about themselves derived solely 
from daydreams and wishful thinking. If they are extraordinary at any- 
thing, it is at waiting for things to happen. They are waiting to be dis- 
covered and conquered and have a marvelous facility for creating the 
illusion that they have great things in abeyance, which they always prom- 
ise to deliver but never do because, in fact, they do not have such re- 
sources.” 

These three different types of personality were described by Dr. Marc 
Edmund Jones? (in somewhat less caustic terms) under the rubric of a 
simple yet powerful technique known as the Natural Dispostion. What 


' Carlos Castaneda. The Power of Silence (New York: Simon & Schuster) 

pp. 267-268. 

* see Essentials of Astrological Analysis by Marc Edmund Jones, Sabian 1970, 
pp. 12-26 
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the Natural Disposition reveals is the aspect of everyday life which ex- 
cites the greatest interest and enthusiasm, whether this be for people (mu- 
tables, Don Juan’s first class), projects (cardinals, the second class) or 
ideas (fixed, the third class). The differences between the three types are 
most apparent in the kind of conversation each prefers: mutables tend to 
talk (and gossip) about other people and their lives, and shyly avoid talk- 
ing about themselves or their own feelings. Cardinals tend to eschew 
conversation altogether unless they can talk about themselves, in which 
case they become animated and voluble. Fixeds tend to keep conversa- 
tion on a formal, abstract, or intellectual plane; and in any event, they 
keep their distance. 

Divergent Natural Dispositions can become a perennial source of fric- 
tion in close relationships: each person comes to believe that the other 
one occupies him or herself with trivial matters (projects, ideas, or peo- 
ple) rather than taking care of business and attending to the truly impor- 
tant stuff of life (people, projects, or ideas, as the case may be). 

Although the Natural Disposition is an easy technique to learn and 
apply, it provides a great deal of insight into natives’ slants of interest in 
everyday life—what animates them and provides them with the feedback 
that nourishes their self-esteem. Moreover, it’s often useful when look- 
ing at natives’ progressions and transits to keep their Natural Disposi- 
tions in mind, since the doings in a cardinal native’s life tend to be out- 
ward events—triumphs and defeats; the doings in a mutable native’s life 
tend to work out through relationships; and the doings in a fixed native’s 
life tend to be inward and psychological. 

A horoscope has a simple Natural Disposition whenever there are op- 
positions in only one of the three quadratures—cardinal, fixed, or muta- 
ble (there can be more than one opposition—as for example in a grand 
square—but all oppositions must be in the same quadrature). For this 
analysis we will use wide orbs: 17° when the © is involved in an opposi- 
tion aspect; 12° 30° when the © is not but the ) is; and 10° when neither 
of the lights participates in the opposition. Oppositions are to be taken 
only between planets (i.e. Chiron, asteroids, angles, etc. are not consid- 
ered). Oppositions between planets in different quadratures (across the 
line of the sign, e.g. from 29° T to 1° Tl) are disregarded. 

The opposition is the basis of the Natural Disposition technique be- 
cause it is the paramount aspect—so much so that Dr. Jones considered 
the absence of oppositions in the horoscope to be a definite handicap in 
the life of a native. Oppositions are aspects of self-consciousness: thus a 
lack of oppositions implies a lack of inner conflict, but also a lack of ob- 
jectivity and self-perspective. There is no way natives lacking in opposi- 
tions can ever see things from the other fellow’s point of view. Like 
horses with blinders, their vision is limited to the path beneath their feet. 
And since (as Chogyam Trungpa put it) a sense of humor means seeing 
both poles of a situation as they are, from an aerial point of view, natives 
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lacking oppositions also lack a real sense of humor. They can laugh at, 
but not with. Natives lacking oppositions shy away from commitment 
and contention (i.e. opposition) and prefer not to confront life directly 
(allow themselves to get too carried away about projects, ideas, or rela- 
tionships. 

If your horoscope has oppositions only in the cardinal quadrature (i.e. 
between planets in T and + or & and %) then you have a Cardinal Natu- 
ral Disposition. You pay attention primarily to projects, activities, 
situations—the transient business of life. You thrive on excitement and 
challenge, and are the least cautious of the three types. You are cocky 
and self-dramatizing, and love to make a big impression. You have 
boundless optimism and self-confidence, and considerable swagger and 
panache. You tend to see the world as spoils to be seized and enjoyed. 
You are restless, impatient, and opportunistic. You are not big on subtle- 
ties or nuances, but you can quickly spot any opening that will further 
your personal ambitions. In relationships you are gregarious but imper- 
sonal. You have a dominating, challenging presence. You may have a 
tendency to pigeonhole people, or to regard them in terms of the use to 
which they might be put. You cherish your independence, and therefore 
shy away from entangling commitments. Since you shoot from the hip, 
you often lack a sense of the consequences your actions might have on 
the feelings and sensibilities of others, so that the other types tend to see 
you as being unconcerned and callous. You are coolheaded and unflinch- 
ing, and never feel yourself to be compromised even in defeat: you 
merely pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and hurl yourself back into the 
fray. 

If your horoscope has oppositions only in the fixed quadratures (be- 
tween planets in 8 and Tl or Q and ~) then you have a Fixed Natural 
Disposition: your slant of interest in everyday life lies in its ideals or 
potentials; hence your life tends to be more psychological than eventful. 
You prefer a grooved or routine existence to a constant stream of hap- 
penings. You have a deep sense of dignity and pride, a firm sense of di- 
rection in life, which consists not so much of consciously articulated 
goals as of an unswerving fidelity to your own inner voice (your sense of 
private destiny). Albeit a bit eccentric, you are highly attuned to your 
own feelings, hence your moods don’t go up and down with the world 
quite as much as those of the other two types, and you have by far the 
richest inner life. At the same time, you are the most self-obsessed and 
the least responsive to the now moment, except when the spotlight hap- 
pens to fall upon you. You are detached, calculating, and hold yourself 
firmly in check. The other types tend to see you as being an inhibited, 
stuck-in-the-mud fuddy-duddy. You tend to idealize the world and your 
role in it: you see the world as merely the ongoing confirmation of your 
own hopes and fears. In relationship you are introverted and reserved— 
not relaxed in a group. Usually you don some social mask or hide be- 
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hind some wonted stereotype or posture in dealing with other people. 
You can be disarmingly frank, perceptive, and intense when you are 
dominating the proceedings, but maintain a rather dainty or supercilious 
reserve otherwise, as if you were somehow exalted above the common 
hustle and bustle of everyday existence. Albeit brusque and aloof in 
manner, you are patient, tenacious, and have a deep sense of integrity. 

If your horoscope has oppositions only in the mutable quadratures 
(between planets in I] and ~ or Tl and X), then you have a Mutable 
Natural Disposition: your slant of interest in everyday life lies in people 
and relationships. You are spontaneous, artless, and candid, and have a 
childlike sense of wonder and delight. You are genuinely interested in 
your neighbor and are solicitous for the well-being of others. Casual 
conversation with casual acquaintances is your staff of life (whereas 
Cardinal and Fixed types find this sort of chit-chat utterly boring unless 
they are talking about themselves). You possess an innate humility and a 
true desire to serve. You have a soft quality, a feeling of good will, and 
an attitude of nurturing and cherishing. You are by no means as egocen- 
tric as the other two types: you are instinctively self-effacing rather than 
self-promoting. You possess a refinement and delicacy of feeling, and 
are quite susceptible to emotional undercurrents. You are easily hurt or 
disappointed. You tend to view the world as both a refuge and an obliga- 
tion, rather than as an object of control. Because you define yourself in 
terms of relationships and the measure of acceptance or rejection you 
receive from others, you tend to lack the robustness of the other two 
types. Your life lacks cohesion and a sense of direction beyond vague 
yearning and hope; hence the other types tend to view you as flaky, with 
a butterfly’s attention span. But you possess a deep trust in the essential 
goodness of things, and a faith in the ultimate triumph of virtue. 

If there are no oppositions in your horoscope; or when there are only 
oppositions across the line of the sign; or when there are oppositions in 
all three quadratures (as might happen, for example, in a grand sextile), 
then you have No Natural Disposition, i.e. no consistent slanting of in- 
terest in terms of projects, ideas, or relationships. You are self- 
contained, with little need to assess your current status in terms of your 
interactions with the world around you. This means increased inner sta- 
bility and self-adequacy; less inclination to be constantly putting your 
ego on the line; relative freedom from nagging doubts or the painful ap- 
prehension of failure. You tend to see life in its chess-game aspects; 
hence you are more effective in manipulating the world to your own ends 
than are natives who possess Natural Dispositions. You have an air of 
extreme gravity or seriousness, but none of the intensity of the three 
types of Natural Disposition, and nothing of their spirited joie de vivre. 
You are bent upon your own purposes; hence tend to be detached from 
and out of tune with your environment. You are the abashed or per- 
plexed spectator of the drama of life rather than the eager, whole-hearted 
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participant. You are the loneliest, most anguished of the types, but also 
the most steadfast and quietly determined. 

When oppositions occur in two different quadratures but not the third 
one, there occurs what Dr. Jones terms a Natural Disposition by Negative 
Indication. In this case the slant of interest in everyday life is shown by 
the third, unaccented quadrature, but with a twist. The difference be- 
tween the positive and negative indications is that the former show a 
free, unconditioned channeling of interest and attention (towards pro- 
jects, ideas, or relationships); whereas the latter show a conditioned re- 
sponse motivated by ulterior objectives, as if these natives were trying to 
compensate for a felt psychological lack or need. They try to resolve the 
conflict for their attention created by the competing demands of the two 
emphasized (by oppositions therein) quadratures by responding through 
the neutral, unemphasized quadrature. Thus the negative indication re- 
veals an intellectualized or conscious construct, a balancing or juggling, 
where the positive (simple) indication reveals a spontaneous, knee-jerk 
response to a given stimulus. The delineations for the three types of 
Natural Disposition by Negative Indication are largely the same as those 
for the positive types, except here there is an exaggerated self- 
consciousness. The symbolism (thought form) stays the same, but the 
feeling (light fiber) reverses: i.e., if the positive indication is heavy, then 
the negat! ication is light; if the positive indication is nasty, then the 
negative indication is nice; and vice versa. These are far more complex 
individuals than the positive types, possessing an odd mixture of innate 
wisdom, clear intuitive perception of human nature on the one hand, and 
a flagrant self-indulgence and self-stroking on the other. At the same 
time there is an air of world-weariness or effeteness about these natives 
which contrasts markedly with the eagerness and expectancy of the posi- 
tive types. 

When oppositions occur in both the fixed and mutable quadratures 
(but not in the cardinal quadrature), then you have a Cardinal Negative 
Natural Disposition. Your focus of interest (as that of the positive type) 
is in the excitement and clatter of everyday life; you have same the 
cockiness and love of challenge; but you have a decreased ability to just 
shrug things off and remain unaffected by the consequences of your be- 
havior. Rather, life cuts you right to the bone. You possess the idealism 
of the fixed types together with the warmth and humanity of the mutable 
types, and the result is a desire to plumb life to the depths and to experi- 
ment with the more extreme possibilities of human experience. You are 
attracted to the foreign and exotic and dangerous; as a result, your life 
exhibits unusual features and you frequently find yourself on the brink of 
being overwhelmed and swept away by the situations you encounter. 
The conflict going on inside you reveals itself in your shifts between 
blithe, nonchalant insouciance and intense self-justification and defen- 
siveness. Like the positive cardinal type you find your psychological 
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equipoise in the feeling that you’re on the inside track of life, or one step 
ahead of the game. 

When oppositions occur in both the cardinal and mutable quadratures 
(but not in the fixed quadrature), then you have a Fixed Negative Natural 
Disposition. Your interest in everyday life (like that of the positive type) 
lies in meanings and potentials, but in contrast to the extreme dignity and 
self-absorption of the positive types you have a lighter spirit which seeks 
meaning in the moment, in whatever is at hand. You possess the head- 
long adventurousness of the cardinal type together with the sensitivity of 
the mutable type, and the result is a species of “I do my thing and you do 
your thing” guiding philosophy, which neutralizes the competing de- 
mands on your attention and places you on a plane above the confusion. 
The conflict going on inside you is shown by your alternation between 
straightforward reasonableness and pig-headed quixotism. You view life 
as a drama in which you have the leading role, and you find it all rather 
amusing and entertaining. 

When oppositions occur in both the cardinal and fixed quadratures 
(but not in the mutable quadrature), then you have a Mutable Negative 
Natural Disposition. Your focus of interest (like the positive types) is in 
people and relationships, but without the warmth and tenderness of the 
positives; rather, there is here a detachment and cunning. You are genu- 
inely democratic, sympathetic, and attuned to the feelings of others, but 
with an element of artfulness and shrewdness absent in the positive mu- 
table type (who is more like a puppy). This is because the two empha- 
sized quadratures—cardinal and fixed—are concerned mainly with the 
manipulation of power; you resolve the competing demands for your at- 
tention by placing yourself at the disposal of other people. The conflict 
going on inside you reveals itself most clearly in your mood swings: you 
are alternately charming, ingratiating, of service; and then thorny, 
brusque, and vain. You're a bit of a rascal, and you know it and are 
proud of it. Though you tend to preen yourself you have a winning alac- 
rity and assurance. 


@ 
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Surrealism in the 
Service of the Revolution 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


It was a question of foiling, foiling forever, the coalition 
of forces that seek to make the unconscious incapable of any 
sort of violent eruption: a society that feels itself threat- 
ened on all sides, as bourgeois society does, rightly 
thinks that such an eruption may be the death of it 

—Andre Breton 


The creative union of the conscious with the unconscious 
is what one usually calls "inspiration". Revolution is the 
inspired frenzy of history. —Leon Trotsky 


NTO HIS Second Manifesto of Surrealism, published in 1930, 
the poet Andre Breton inserted a long footnote calling for a 
serious investigation "into those sciences which for various 
reasons are today completely discredited." Taking astrology to 
be the oldest of these sciences, Breton asks 
when ... we think of what is expressed astrologically in 
Surrealism of a very preponderant 'Uranian' influence, 
how can one not wish to see, from the Surrealist view- 
point, a sincere critical work devoted to Uranus appear 
which would, in this respect, fill in the serious gap from 
the past. One may well say that nothing has yet been 
undertaken in this sense.! 

The poet goes on to note that from 1896 to 1898 % and K were 
conjoined, an event which occurs only once every 45 years, and that 
this conjunction presided at the birth, not only of himself, but also 
of two other fellow surrealists, Louis Aragon and Paul Eluard. 
Thinking perhaps of his own efforts to establish surrealism as a kind of 
gay science, Breton follows the Parisian astrologer Choisnard in 
wondering whether the 4 o K might not usher in a new school in the 
scientific realm. 

In the spring of that same year, 1930, Breton assumed the editor- 
ship of a periodical which he called Surrealism in the Service of the 
Revolution. On the cover of each of the six issues that eventually 
appeared was printed a prominent coat-of-arms consisting of the 


' Andre Breton. Selected Poems. London: Jonathan Cape. 1969. p. 182. 
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glyphs for and XX, superimposed. A casual reader browsing through 
the premier issue might not appreciate the implications of this de- 
vice. Its impact would be largely subliminal. But if that was so, 
the declaration on the first page of text was plain and inescapable. 
Beneath a photographic reproduction of a telegram sent from Mos- 
cow to Andre Breton there was posed a Question: "International 
Bureau of Revolutionary Literature asks response to following 
question. What will be your position if imperialism declares war 
on Soviets?" And following this Andre Breton and Louis Aragon 
had printed their telegraphed Reply: 

Comrades if imperialism declares war on Soviets, our 

position will be consistent with directives of Third Inter- 

national position members of French Communist Party. If 

you judge a better use of our faculties in such a case we 

are at your disposal for mission demanding our use as intel- 

lectuals. Submitting suggestions to you would really be pre- 

suming on our role and circumstances. In conflict situation 

non armed we think it useless to wait to put in the service of 

revolution the means that are particularly ours. 

Breton especially was at heart a mystic, but he had the militant's 
eye for every little movement on the street. With lyric flights 
mostly, but sometimes also with fisticuffs, he waged a lifelong 
struggle against the strangula- 
tions of dualistic thought. A r 
born poet, he knew intimately LE SURREALISME 
that language, which is the one |G SERVICE DE LA REVOLUTION 
treasure shared equally by all, 
can bear witness in rapture to 
the eternal union of opposites. 
Beyond utility, beyond pleas- 
antries, it had this higher func- 
tion. 

Why then did his contempo- 
raries shy away from this basi- 
cally democratic form of exu- 
berance? Breton, the former 
medical student, his natal $ ex- 
actly 4 PB, listened and heard. 
Yes, the throat was still a birth 
passage, but the tongue, alas, 
had become a prying speculum. 
Calamitously the Word had got 
itself ensnared in the jaws of 
rationality. With its sharp inci- 
sors rationality had made a deep 
cut between the conscious and 
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unconscious minds. Then it built a small island from bleached 
bones and populated the ocean with vicious sharks. 

Against this stupidity, which was actually life-threatening, the 
surrealists arose. One by one they challenged all the winsome du- 
alities that had bogged Europe down. Mind and matter had always 
been popular, and good and evil too. Perhaps both could be demol- 
ished in a reconciliation of astrology with marxism? 

But any reference to astrology, even an obscure emblem or an 
isolated footnote, was enough to precipitate "a good deal of shout- 
ing" on the part of the Stalinists and Trotskyites with whom Breton 
and the others were struggling to make common cause.” Horrified 
by the rising tide of fascism, Breton apparently decided upon a tac- 
tical retreat, believing that the achievement of a center-left united 
front should prevail over his personal interest in planetary combin- 
ations. He himself in any case wrote little more about the sub- 
ject.’ Still, the fact remains that for a brief interlude an important 
circle of writers attempted to juxtapose, if not actually merge, two 
seemingly incompatible modes of discourse: those of dialectical 
materialism and astrological occultism. Might this effort not be 
one fruit of the 4 o itself? 

In the decades since Breton's Second Manifesto a number of as- 
trologers have sought to blend the contradictory qualities of 4 and K 
in various brief formulations. Grant Lewi for his part discerned a sort 
of quivering ambition that is difficult to integrate into action; he saw 


> Thirion's comments on this episode are worth quoting at length. Once 
strongly committed to surrealism, Thirion was the first of that circle to take a 
responsible, 9-to-5 job. Having played a minor role in the Resistance, in the 
postwar period he firmly identified with de Gaulle's regime. Now a thoroughly 
sensible person, Thirion considered Breton's astrological footnote to be the 
"weakest part of The Second Manifesto ... It is certainly amusing to cast 
inborn characteristics according to some sort of formula. The distribu- 
tion of human personalities into twelve astral signs is one of the best possi- 
ble topics of conversation with the opposite sex. The least we can say is that 
astrological soothsaying is a lofty fantasy, even if the positions and con- 
junctions of stars have been calculated within a tenth of a second by a 
graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique" (Thirion A. Revolutionaries With- 
out Revolution. New York: Macmillan. 1972/1975: p. 192). 

5 As far as Surrealism in the Service of the Revolution is concerned, there is 
only one further allusion to astrology. In the last issue, published in 1933, the 
surrealists offered the results of a little poll which they had conducted among 
themselves. Seeking without too much rigor to determine what collective 
associations might exist with regards to certain objects, they drew up a roster 
of 26 questions concerning the clairvoyant's crystal ball. Question 23 asked 
to which zodiacal sign the ball corresponded. I and + were the signs 
most often cited, though Breton himself thought I]. 
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this planetary pair creating a muddle between the practical and the 
ideal, the visionary and the real, the theoretic and the actual. In 
similar terms Reinhold Ebertin isolated irritability, inhibition and 
tension as the main themes. Less pessimistically Robert Pelletier 
attributes to the conjunction the ability to give form to creative ideas, 
while Robert Hand notes a tension between restriction and the desire 
for freedom, coupled with an ability to change or innovate in a disci- 
plined manner, From the point of view of family dynamics Betty 
Lundsted has observed this same pair encouraging certain kinds of 
erratic or self-willed behavior that directly relates to a father influ- 
ence. Lastly, in connection with the conjunction by transit of \K 
with natal 4, John Townley expects the individual to be more acutely 
aware of his dependence on factors surrounding him that have 
turned out to be more fragile than imagined. Certainly there is 
enough consistency across these many formulations for us to say 
with %'s voice that they constitute a cumulative tradition. To some 
extent, then, Breton's. plea for a "sincere critical work devoted to )K" 
has been answered. 


Figure It Andre Breton 

Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Birth of Apollinaire introduces 
Andre Breton the term “Sur-realism” 
10:30 PM CET 19" February 1896 8:00 PM CET 18" May 1917 
Tinchebray, France Paris, France 
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Nonetheless, when confronted by dubious statisticians, astrolo- 
gers are wont to claim that their special ability lies with in-depth, 
single-case studies, rather than with batches of events sharing some 
single feature in common. In this respect, however, our under- 
standing of the -X pair is still lacking, for we simply do not have 
such detailed case studies at hand. We wonder accordingly whether 
we might not break fresh ground by interpreting Andre Breton's own 
life and works as a manifestation of this one planetary pair. Espe- 
cially we want to understand the circumstances that would bring a 
major poet, who all his life extolled absolute freedom of expression, 
to submit himself, however briefly, to the metallic disciplines of a 
political party. 


ATURALLY THIS does not mean that we should reduce 

the poet in all his human complexity to the interplay of 

these two planets. For one thing % and )K are wide of exact 

conjunction by more than 5° in the birth chart. They are 
made personally relevant chiefly by the two sextiles that run from 
them to o& and @, end by the string of dispositorships that link them 
with a nearly exact 3 4 B. How can we appreciate Breton as e writer 
without mentioning these sextiles end this impressive trine? For 
here was a poet who could sing scales under water. 

Breton was also very much a solar , and a self-conscious one at 
that. "Am I not the soluble fish" he asks, "I was born under the 
sign of H, and man is soluble in his thought!"* Breton trumpets his 
belief in the omnipotence of dream. He expresses his hope for 
"the future resolution of these two states, dream end reality, which 
ere seemingly so contradictory, into a kind of absolute reality, a 
surreality.” In his poems and manifestos Breton seeks to under- 
mine the conventional wisdom that "reduced dream states to a 


‘This is the occasion for a chilling cautionary tale. Of all the published 
authorities it is Gerard Legrand alone (see his Breton. Paris: Pierre Belfond. 
1977. p. 26), who takes the trouble to provide us with a precise birthtime, 
along with the statement that Breton was born on 18" February 1896. A chart 
cast for this day and time, however, puts the birth at 29° #. We shake 
our heads at the astrologer—could it be Choisnard himself?—who would 
confuse Breton's ©-sign and thus lead the poet into endless misidentifica- 
tions. Still, in this same source Breton is recorded as saying that his As- 
cendant falls at 26° =. This conflicts with the chart for the 18", which 
has the ascendant at 25° +. Puzzled, we consult other authorities and find with 
relief that they are unanimous in setting Breton's birthdate on the 19'". Al- 
most certainly it is Legrand, not the astrologer, who is in error. In such 
matters astrologers must bear in mind that birthdates, so critical for their 
own work, are of trifling interest even to scholar-squirrels. 
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mere parenthesis.” He declares for ¥, vowing to go "where the tip- 
ping planks take us, to meet when necessary at the bottom of the 
sea. This is where we spend our best moments" In general 1 con- 
tributes more then its share of the symbolic clothing, the "glass 
diving suit", for the poet's exploration of oneiric states. Time and 
again he draws upon oceanic imagery: "After the closing of the 
cemetery my tomb takes on the form of a seaworthy boat." Beauti- 
fully in commend of subtle fluids, Breton even imagines the com- 
bined hue of K and ¥ to be like that of mineral-water shops. 

Where » and kK come into play is less in the origin of his im- 
agery then in the characteristic manner by which it is combined. To 
circumvent the deadening, self-censuring routines of reason Breton 
resorted to the technique of automatic writing, which allows the 
hidden functioning of the mind to emerge into view. Without pre- 
meditation, spontaneously the words assert themselves, "so com- 
pelling is the truth that with every passing second there is e sen- 
tence unknown to our consciousness which is only crying out to be 
heard." Write quickly, he urged, with no hesitation, with no look- 
ing back. In the relaxed state of mind conducive to automatic writ- 
ing there will arise 

..certain incandescent fleshes linking two elements of real- 

ity belonging to categories that are so far removed from 

each other that reason would fail to connect them end 

that required a momentary suspension of the critical at- 

titude in order for them to be brought together ... [T]his 

extraordinary network of sparks leads the mind to have a 

less opaque image of the world end of itself. The mind 

then proves to itself, fragmentarily of course, but at least by 

itself, that ‘everything above is like everything below' 
Again using images of electricity, Breton elsewhere notes that short 
circuits occur when the two poles of a machine are joined bya conduc- 
tor of little or no resistance, and that the mission of surrealism is to do 
everything it can to increase these short circuits. 

On the surface of it the language is purely uranian. We are thrown 
pell-mell into a world of flashes, shocks and jolts. Is iticonoclasm that 
Breton recommends, the erasure of all order? Certainly this was the 
attitude of the Dada poets with whom Breton consorted for a short time 
after the First Great War. "We are a furious wind" raged one of their 
pamphlets, "ripping the wet wash of clouds and prayers, preparing 
the great spectacle of disaster, ire and decomposition." If we can trust 
Hans Arp, the word Dada itself was coined on 8" February 1916 in 
Zurich. With o& in Q <° the © and \{ that day we have in any case a 
sharp delineation of the hectic, violent and thoughtless nihilism ex- 
pressed by that short-lived movement. 

Breton, in the last line of his Nadja, himself declared that 
"beauty will be CONVULSIVE or will not be." But if we are still 
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in the world of seizures, the sensibility is no longer nihilist, for 
what the poet now seeks is some transfixing encounter with /e 
merveilleux, "the wonderland of revelation and dream." Breton 
never tired of insisting that the quality of the marvelous permeates 
our everyday reality, that it is immanent, to be sought nowhere else 
but here, in our wandering through the streets of the city, or in our 
submission to the liveliest currents of thought. If we are to be re- 
freshed by this world, by earth, we need only take delight in its 
random aspect, in the unwonted, which so often presents itself to us 
in the experience of disruptive, romantic love. "What is eye- 
opening about the fantastic" writes Breton, "is that there is no fan- 
tastic, there is only reality." Against the predictable, even drab, 
ground of *, K displays the scintillations of chance. Here the conjunc- 
tion manifests as a kind of high relief rather than a true blend. 

Nor would Breton have banished *% altogether from the realm of 
the imagination. In the technique of automatic writing he had dis- 
cerned one great pitfall, which threatened the poet with chaos. 
Abandoning its safe dwelling place, the conscious mind is 
obliged to traverse a region characterized by an extreme dispersion 
of images. Caught in a shower of shooting stars, one is unable to 
follow the path of any single comet. 

"The glory of Dadaism is to have thrown 
itself headfirst into this chaotic region, but 
this is also its limitation" Like a jerky, 
amateur film the product soon loses its 
interest. But so many vulgar surrealists 
were happy to foist just such stereotyped 
pastiches on the public that Breton finally 
judged the history of automatic writing to 
be one of "continuous misfortune". He 
himself had discovered that if one was to 
avoid this zone of agitation, if one was to 
be carried to the purest and deepest mag- 
netic fields, then a very subtle, steadying effect had to be reintro- 
duced into the heart of the automatism. For this to happen, for » to 
reappear in the raiment of a delicate wisdom, no longer censorious 
but only guiding now—this would require too long a period of ap- 
prenticeship for poets exercised mostly by dazzle. 

For Breton to contend that "the less the two items compared 
have in common and the more precise they are, the more powerful 
will be the resulting image" surely involves some frisking with the 
kaleidoscope. With the critical mind in abeyance we find images 
gravitating towards each other by themselves. On our own clean 
sheets we find that "words are making love". If we do not inter- 
fere, no matter what exotic positions they assume, we will sooner 
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or later experience dépaysement, a favourite surrealist term for "be- 
ing out of one's element, of being disoriented in the presence of the 
uncanny, or disconcerted by the unfamiliarity of a situation experi- 
enced for the first time." Apart from its audacious imagery Breton's 
poetry seems bent on evoking dépaysement_even at the level of its 
syntax, which may invert, interrupt or altogether scramble the fa- 
miliar ways of sentence construction. Connective words are used 
to make amalgams which stupefy rationality. Subordinate clauses 
become fine, obsidian islands with no apparent relation to their sur- 
roundings. Like a fifth columnist behind the battlefront Breton 
turns around all the signposts by which thought might trundle to its 
goal. "Just as the most hateful word seems to me to be the word 
therefore..., | passionately love everything that, by chance breaking 
the thread of discursive thought, suddenly flares up and illuminates 
a far more fruitful life of relationships.” 

Now { is making sport of %, which flaps in the wind like a rusty 
latch. For all its rigor it fastens nothing. It is faintly an object of 
interest for those who are drawn to antiques. But for the rest of us, 
we can scarcely conceal our amusement. Finely powdered, that 
barricade may end up in Cleopatra's mascara. And what if we pull 
on this thread? Will the entire world unravel? My mood only 
needs be contagious for marvels to follow. 


ALOED IN LEAD, Saint George surges with afternoon light. 

Beneath his stern lance the dragon writhes and the blood of 

their endless joust drips through the slit in a modest, ma- 

hogany box. Nearby a free pamphlet features a nuclear 
family kneeling. They have been cartooned as joyous. Yet the 
corkscrew steeple staircase remains firmly bolted and the faithful 
are milling about like bewildered hounds. In this vestibule too the 
crimson lamb has left but a musty, indistinct smell. 

There are clavicles of brass which must be wrenched apart if the 
organ's blast is to be clearly heard. A leaky aorta spatters parish- 
ioners all over the ribcage. Below the chancel there are bunches of 
lavender propagating feeble entreaties. Spiny potted cacti, spo- 
radically in blossom, adorn the fat altar. 

These lovers must have known from the beginning that no ordi- 
nary priest would sanctify their union—she a gadabout, he an old 
codger—and that is why they asked this seasoned demon, the "pope 
of surrealism", to preside instead. No tender, wind tossed reed, 
Andre Breton stands like "an oak of the legendary magic forest, of 
Broceliande, straight, unbending, dark, towering." Evidently he does 
not wish matrimony to impair either nature, for to K he says "Go 
farther!" and to % he says "Go deeper!" Also he officiates in the 
exchange of rings. Originally intended as wolf-bait, these circlets 
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of flexed bone will spring apart with the slightest application of 
warmth. 

Now the pinched windows grow wan from the hundredth telling 
of their story to the vice-squad. Each lover spends what seems like 
ages lifting the other's veil. Two moons at last rise cowled in twi- 
light. Horns and bells then impart a luster briefly to the street. 

Otherwise, it is just another of those idle, gloomy afternoons 
which only he knows how to spend. Breton in civvies stops to 
browse through the stall outside the Humanité bookstore in the Rue 
Lafayette. He buys a copy of Trotsky's latest work, then continues 
strolling in the direction of the Opéra. Watching the people as they 
take leave of their offices and workshops, Breton no sooner con- 
cludes, darkly, that it is "not yet these who would be ready to create 
the Revolution", when he notices a young woman with so delicate a 
look that she seems to just float above the pavement. Without hesi- 
tation he speaks to her. They walk along together. She tells him 
she chose Nadja for her name, because Nadja in Russian is the be- 
ginning, and only the beginning, of the word hope. Nadja describes 
the circumstances of her coming to Paris—parents too strict, a love 
affair tumed sour—and then she waxes sentimental about how inter- 
esting it is to mingle with the working people. How basically good 
they are! 

Breton has to interrupt. "That's beside the point," he exclaims. 
"People cannot be interesting insofar as they endure their work, 
with or without all their other troubles. Now can that raise them 
up if the spirit of revolt is not uppermost within them? ...How I 
loathe the servitude people try to hold up to me as being so valu- 
able. I pity the man who is condemned to it, who cannot generally 
escape it, but it is not the burden of his labor that disposes me in his 
favor, it is—it an only be—the vigor of his protest against it.” 

After the poet concludes what must be his set piece, Nadja re- 
veals something of her own job history, which is whimsical to say 
the least. The two agree to meet the following day, but before 
parting Breton asks Nadja pointblank: "Who are you?" Without 
hesitation she replies: "I am the soul in limbo." 

The stage has thus been set with all the familiar trappings of a 
love story, but in reality what we are about to witness is a miracle 
play. Just by going for a stroll—and how pregnant this word has 
become for someone in the tradition of Villon, J.-J. Rousseau, 
Baudelaire, Apollinaire—Breton happens to cross paths with an in- 
triguing woman. Their encounter takes place against a backdrop 
of grim predictability. While they saunter about, the regimented 
masses work the great treadmill. Actually these two, the waif and 
the poet, will find that they personally have little in common, save 
for the fact that both have managed to elude the work-a-day world. 
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They have invited the city to show them the enchantments it re- 
serves for those who have broken step. Both have entered the do- 
main of the haphazard. 


Figure 2: Nadja 

Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Breton and Nadja meet Breton finishes Nadja 
5:30 PM 4" October 1926 Noon, 26" December 1927 
Paris Paris 


For Nadja, who seems hardly embodied anyway, no birth 
data are available. We cannot even be sure whether she and 
Breton went through the old routine of asking after each other's sun- 
sign. What we do know, however, is that their first encounter took 
place in real time on 4"" October 1926. Breton is as scrupulous 
about this as he is about fixing locality, for in Nadja his intention is 
less to write up a conventional love-story than to document a flutter 
of coincidences which made the world suddenly a wondrous place. 
Obscurely this woman engaged his desire, an unlikely but stringent 
polarity developed, and the familiar stream of his days all at once 
was diverted into uncharted channels. 9, we note, is separating 
from opposition with K in the transiting figure of that day. But 
what are we to make of  ~ ¥? If Breton is to shake up his dream 
life, will he somehow have to lose face? As for Nadja: At what 
cost in human substance has she become a femme-cométe: a comet- 
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woman?® 

For Andre Breton we have quite an accurate birthchart and from 
the transiting influences at the time of his encounter with Nadja we 
can see overall that it is not natal o or 2, the "planets of love", but 
% and k that are most in focus. In fact a fixed cross involving 0’, 4, 
and ¥ has been stressing this latter conjunction by hard aspect for 
several weeks. For anyone there would arise irritation at their own 
resistance, coupled with a yearning for transcendence at all costs. 
In Breton's case his fascination with Nadja is one expression of his 
revolt against the conventional order. Later he will write that it is 
"by the extreme capacity for defiance that certain unusual people 
who have everything to hope and everything to fear from one an- 
other will always recognize one another." But on the afternoon of 
4" October the © by transit also forms a grand trine with Breton's ¥ 
and B. The poet will eventually resolve his inner conflict by 
means of the written word. Glimpsed in the pages of a slim book, 
Nadja will tempt others to drink, as Breton did, from a fountain that 
spews out sylphs. 

The two meet again the next day and Breton shows Nadja some 
of his published work. She is naturally sensitive to the poetic 
texts, and in visualizing Breton's wife and general domestic situa- 
tion she is actually clairvoyant. This is certainly interesting; but 
on 6" October, with retrograde o exactly opposing Breton's , 
they have an experience which is frightening to them both. Nadja 
points to a nearby house. "Do you see that window up there?" she 
asks. "It's black, like all the rest. Look hard. In a minute it will 
light up. It will be red." A minute passes and then a light goes on 
behind some red curtains. They continue their walk but Nadja be- 
gins trembling. She pictures herself in a former life as Marie- 
Antoinette and then hallucinates a red hand flaming above the 
Seine. A mosaic pattern on a tile floor unsettles her as well. 

That evening Breton was perhaps glad to return to his wife. By 
the following morning he is well into a violent headache. Made 
apprehensive by the o& transit, he fears that Nadja will never again 
impart her secret knowledge to him. Their relationship may be no 
more than one of "those false annunciations, those provisional mo- 
ments of grace, real death-traps of the soul, an abyss, an abyss into 
which the splendidly mournful bird of divination has vanished 
again." Around 06:00 he takes a cab and as luck would have it he 
sights some "sudden vividness" in the crowd. It is of course 
Nadja. 


5 | am indebted to Professor Malcolm Blincow, who loves Paris, for his 
help in fixing a likely time for Breton's encounter with Nadja. 
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But as instances of the inexplicably marvelous mount up, so do 
the risks of living "beyond the last raft". Thus one evening as they 
are driving from Versailles back to Paris, Nadja forces Breton's foot 
down on the accelerator and tries to cover his eyes with her hands 
"in the oblivion of an interminable kiss, desiring to extinguish us, 
doubtless forever, save to each other, so that we should collide at full 
speed with the splendid trees along the road." In other circum- 
stances they gradually succumb to bickering and mutual recrimi- 
nation. Finally, no longer understanding her at all, Breton leaves 
Nadja for good. » by then has conjoined his . 

Some time later Breton learns that Nadja, after indulging in some 
eccentricities, was committed to the Vaucluse sanitarium. Clinically 
she has been judged a hysteric. Possibly this news Panics our 
Poet?—he who was so entranced by her wild knowledge, he who 
encouraged her expression of uncompromising uniqueness—because 
in any event he is resolutely set against visiting her in her lonely 
confinement. His general contempt for Psychiatry, "its rituals and 
its works", is reason enough, he claims, to stay away altogether. 
Mustering all the resources of # 4 PB, Breton throws up some very 
impressive, anti-institutional bluster. Yet under all this his fear is 
palpable. For here is a man who took »%'s lesson to heart just in 
the nick of time. Madness, he now accepts, is the realm in which 
travelers are wont to lose their way. As a poet with a forged pass- 
port he may stray now and then across the border, but still he dare 
not stroll farther into the awesome, shrouded mountains.° 

More than a year has passed since his affair with Nadja and 
Breton has been hard at work writing a book about it. Now it is 
the day after Christmas, 1927. With ? having just transited his %, 
the poet is struggling to clarify what is meant after all by the notion 
of beauty. Neither static nor dynamic, neither a dream of stone nor a 
frenzied snowflake, beauty, he decides, is most "like a train that 
ceaselessly roars out of the Gare de Lyon and which... will never 


° In his Immaculate Conception, written jointly with Paul Eluard in 1930, 
Breton does achieve a simulation of hypomania, "an illness marked by 
an acceleration and extension of the subject's stream of thought, bringing 
about rapid mental associations. The latter may be, by reason's stan- 
dards, relevant and logical in character. Just as readily, though, they 
may be phonic in origin. Hence in hypomania rhyming, alliteration, and 
punning often establish connections that modify normal thought se- 
quence. Especially in the last pages of this work the two poets produce a 
sustained voluntary incoherence, where the normal sentence structure has 
altogether collapsed under the weight of accumulated images. We might 
note here that ¥ has been opposing Breton's © for almost two years by this 
time, and that in mid-May 1930 it makes station within 2 arc-minutes of 
the exact opposition. 
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leave, which has never left." Then, glancing over the newspaper, 
Breton notices a brief dispatch that captures the very essence of the 
thing. He transcribes the item almost verbatim: 
The radio operator on the \le du Sable has received a 
fragment of a message sent Sunday evening at such and 
such an hour by the... The message said, in particular: 
‘There is something which is not working’ but failed to in- 
dicate the position of the plane at this moment, and due to ex- 
tremely bad atmospheric conditions and static, the operator 
was unable to understand any further sentence, not to make 
communication again... 

Pedestrian in tone, vertiginous to the mind, dull and splintered 
at the same time, this everyday Piece of journalism possesses in 
abundance the quality of dépaysement. With it Breton is content to 
finish his book.’ 

On the question as to what is authentically beautiful Breton's 6 ) 
will brook no opposition, and Nadja in its concluding paragraphs be- 
gins to take on the aspect of yet another surrealist manifesto. The 
poet is adamant even about uranian things: Beauty will be CON- 
VULSIVE or will not be. Nevertheless, by making reference to 
the astrological picture for that day, we can see just how much 
Breton's aesthetic rests upon a transient planetary combination. 
Aligned with his natal 4 o \K, 2 is of course influential; but overall 
it is & and % that bulk large. Thus, from its opposition to 4 when 
it was bound up in the fixed cross, & has been moving throughout 
the year towards conjunction. On the day after Christmas, 1927, 
both planets are situated together at 12° %; they are now precisely 
conjunct. Breton finds himself brimming with images of frozen 
motion, of accelerating inertia, yet being by and large a gentle soul 
he does not consider possibilities of disastrous mechanical failure 
until the appropriate news item comes his way. 

For Breton & ¢ % in X marks a temporary end to his literary la- 
bours, but more importantly it also signifies the closing of his ac- 
count with a troubled clairvoyant. Nadja, fallen upon the tender 
mercies of state psychiatry, is here symbolized by Breton's 8""- 
house ¥ ¢ B. As of 26" December o’ and are opposing the mid- 
point of this pair exactly. Bad atmospheric conditions and static 
prevented the radio operator from fixing the position of the downed 
plane; and much the same can be said about Breton's caddish ne- 
glect of his former lover, she who brought him a garland of wilted 
alpine flowers. 


7 Breton has already used the device of verbatim transcription from news- 
paper accounts in Une Maison peu solide, a poem from 1919. 
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HE SURREALIST cénacle—in French the word means not 

only the upper chamber of the Last Supper but also a liter- 

ary circle—ended up preferring the Café Cyrano on Place 

Blanche for its public celebrations of the marvelous. Daily 
the group met there around noon. With Breton presiding they ex- 
changed juicy gossip about public officials, heaped ridicule upon 
their own opponents, and in general cast their eyes upon a world 
made absurd by the systematic estrangement of the unconscious. 
By the mid-1920s these aperitif sessions had become the central fo- 
cus for surrealism in Europe and it was at such times as these that 
strangers came to present themselves for admission to the circle. As 
the final judge in this matter Breton "would lace his welcome with 
an ironic politeness, and his tone of voice was filled with many nu- 
ances. The condemnations were quite deafening, but the nuances 
quickly gave the newcomers guidelines as to how often they should 
come, or even whether their presence was desired at all." 

Should he or she pass muster in the open forum of the Cyrano, 
the newcomer might eventually be invited to an impromptu dinner at 
Breton's apartment on the Rue Fontaine. The poet fortunately did 
not enjoy eating alone, and he welcomed the wine, the potato salad 
and the cold cuts which his guests would bring. If there was noth- 
ing in particular to debate, the circle often settled in to playing 
cards, preferably tarot, or any of the numerous games of chance 
which they themselves had invented to tease forth unpredictable re- 
sponses. The Exquisite Corpse was one such game. Here the partici- 
pants added elements in turn to a visual collage or a verbal compo- 
sition without having seen the previous contributions. Improvising 
thus in the absence of any context provided according to Breton "an 
infallible means of holding the critical mind in abeyance and of 
freeing the metaphorical activity of the mind to the full.” The title 
of this little game was taken from the first sentence obtained blind 
by group effort: The exquisite corpse will drink the new wine. 

Breton himself considered the surrealist circle more than just an- 
other literary coterie, for to his mind it held out the promise of 
making the poet the prime agent of irrationalism in this century. 
Breton could cite a whole lineage of romantic poets—Baudelaire, 
Rimbaud, Lautreamont—who had already "wormed their way, admi- 
rably and perversely, into the public consciousness"; yet in relation 
to the future their work constituted only the amazingly prehensile 
tail of a much larger beast, who was in the first instance nocturnal, 
and who was bent on cuffing incessantly at orthodox thought with 
claws extended. As the most recent appendage of this delightful 
monster, surrealism was especially equipped to reconcile those oppo- 
sites—mind and matter, dream and reality, Marx and Freud—which 
bourgeois culture had kept separate as a matter of course. It was 
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only natural that this new, mutant plasm should be incubated for 
awhile within a narrow circle of artists, but eventually it was sure to 
percolate, like penicillin mold, into the most arteriosclerotic byways 
of a split world. 

In seeking to make the union of opposites a collective achieve- 
ment, Breton sought out the widest range of disciplined, rapscallion 
minds. In addition to poets and painters, he befriended linguists, 
anthropologists,* psychologists, clairvoyants, mathematicians and 
even politicians. Due to his efforts "never before had a group of 
writers and artists worked in such close proximity to let down the 
barriers of the arts and push back the frontiers of its concerns." 
But for Breton personally there was a definite price to pay, for 
time after time he found himself in the paradoxical—and thankless— 
role of an enforcer of freedom. To safeguard openness he had to erect 
formidable barriers. To guarantee the purity of experiment he had to ex- 
clude persons, however talented, who pursued artistry at the expense 
of spontaneity—Salvador Dali he mocked as "Avida Dollars"—or 
who lost their self-control—like Robert Desnos and Antonin Artaud” 
—and swerved from the path into psychopathy. As a wrathful prophet 
Breton pronounced excommunication on the faint-hearted. As cold- 
blooded commissar he liquidated legions of defectors with bullets 
of print. 

Within the space of a few years the surrealist cénacle was aswirl 
with currents, attracted by outside lures, invitations, and vicissi- 
tudes, perturbed by Andre Breton's severity and his demanding per- 
sonality. He was as severe in morals as in the criticism of ideas 
and works. It wasn't always easy to grasp his frames of reference 
and applications because he made a strict point of frequently redeal- 
ing the cards and changing the rules in order to avoid any codifica- 
tion. 

Nor was politics to be exempt from all this. Since the outbreak 
of the French colonial war in 'Morocco in 1925 Breton had been trou- 
bled by the growing conviction that political action was necessary 
for his movement's growth. It was one thing to shock the bour- 


* Apart from personal friendships, there were also some basic similarities in 
world-view linking the anthropologists and surrealists together. Both 
groups were intrigued by the interplay of the familiar and the strange; 
both recognized that the cultural order subsumes not just the rule, but also 
its transgression; and both abandoned any attempt to distinguish between 
high and low cultures. 

° Born 4" September 1896 at 08:00 A.M. in Marseilles, Artaud suffered 
excruciatingly from a conjunction of & and P closely squaring his ©. Ar- 
taud’s scatological vision was officially certified as madness on 30" Sep- 
tember 1937, after B had made a few transits over his S ). 
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geois world with clever effronteries, but it would take the prolonged 
opposition of a dynamic revolutionary organization to really shake 
things up. Thus, with high ideals, ever seeking the union of oppo- 
sites, Breton turned to communism. A mass conversion of the cé- 
nacile, minus a few recalcitrants, shortly ensued early in 1927. 

It wasn't long, though, before the poet found himself in hot wa- 
ter. Assigned to a "gas cell" consisting mostly of utilities employ- 
ees, Breton was asked to assemble statistics and write a report on 
the conditions of workers in Italy. Above all he was to avoid ex- 
pressing himself on matters of ideology, about which he was less 
than reliable. On all three counts the poet refused. Having de- 
voted his life to personal freedom, Breton was not going to start 
taking orders now. Besides, his expertise involved unconscious 
expression. Why should he pretend to be a sociologist? 

Taking note of his nonconformism, a committee of comrades 
thereupon subjected Breton to three grueling interrogations, picking 
through the basic premises of his thought with a fine tooth comb. 
These Party officials simply could not understand why anyone who 
had become a Marxist would want to remain a surrealist. To them, 
true heirs of the ancient dualisms; it was either one allegiance or the 
other. Breton wriggled his way through the ordeal and the pres- 
sure was relaxed at last. But the poet remained mostly uncomfort- 
able in this workers' milieu. Two years after his personal involve- 
ment with the Party had ended, this intransigent intellectual was still 
smarting from the fact that he was unable to cross the threshold of the 
Paris headquarters freely and unnoticed, "that same threshold where so 
many undesirable characters, policemen and others, have the right to 
gambol and frolic at will." 

Breton's inevitable departure from the French Communist Party was 
hastened by the expulsion of Trotsky and Zinoviev from the Rus- 
sian Communist Party on 12‘ November 1927. With transiting 
opposing his B Breton could now give vent to his mistrust of mass 
mobilization. Henceforth he would draw a sharp distinction between 
dialectical materialism—which could comfortably assimilate surreal- 
ism—and Communist Revolution as an historical fact. According to 
Breton, what was basically at fault in contemporary communism 
was its too exclusive emphasis on the political factor at the expense 
of human expression in all its forms. Wrapped in their vulgarized 
Marxism, the comrades were incapable of appreciating the role of 
the progressive bourgeois artist, who could 'serve' members of the 
working class "by subtilizing their minds, by freeing their powers of 
imagination, by making them aware of the linguistic potential." 

Breton's experience with the Party in 1927 helps account for the 
position that he and Aragon took in their reply to Moscow's Inter- 
national Bureau of Revolutionary Literature. Writing in the late 
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spring of 1930, they affirm their allegiance to the Third Interna- 
tional, but at the same time define an independent role for them- 
selves: "In conflict situation nonarmed we think it useless to wait 
to put in the service of revolution the means that are particularly 
ours." They are in other words already performing a revolutionary 
task whenever they take up the pen. And could the same be said for 
all those other dilatory intellectuals who were drifing into reactionary 
political currents? 

Louis Aragon and Andre Breton had been in close association 
from the very beginning of the surrealist adventure. They had first 
met in 1917 while still medical students, and later they collaborated 
in launching a review called Litterature. Abandoning dada nihilism, 
both men began publishing in the surrealist mode around 1924, and 
with Paul Eluard they quickly became recognized as the move- 
ment's vanguard. In his early Peasant of Paris (clearly a prototype 
for Nadja) Aragon extolled his relationship with Breton in language 
that would put the flowers to shame. He pictures himself as having 
"slipped through this world with several people as pure as anything 
you've seen in the sky on a summer night", but of these several only 
Breton is mentioned by name. 

With natal $ o ¥ in square to ¥, Aragon earned a reputation for 
being a beau parleur, a great talker, a wizard with words. Thirion 
portrays him in full flight, exercising his quick wit and subtle mind, 
but not without a measure of vanity. While holding forth Aragon would 
pace up and down the entire length of Thirion's large downstairs room. 
"He walked as far as the Caligari mirror covering the back wall ... 
(There) he would gaze at his reflection a long time and then come 
back. This little eccentricity was very amusing.""° 

Less amusing perhaps is the overwrought emptiness of Aragon's 
surrealist writing, which even his own translator condemns as bril- 
liant facsimiles. In these works somehow even "the unconscious it- 
self becomes a mask." Straining for effect, bombarding the sky "to 
bring down some elusive will o' the wisp, Aragon will sometimes 
succeed, but as often his petards explode in beautiful clusters of 
light before hitting the mark." With his 3 O ¥ affliction Aragon 
may have looked better in the mirror than on the page. 

Like Breton and Eluard, Aragon was born in the era of the 4 o K; 
indeed of the three men, the aspect is most exact natally in his 
case. Linked to 4 by means of a sextile, the conjunction was to 
become a reliable, lifelong crank for the author's whole verbal 
complex. For one thing it encouraged him to see a great future in 
store for the subversive nuclei of disciplined revolutionaries that 
were multiplying everywhere in Europe. Certainly in the final days 


' Thirion, p. 138. 


82 


Considerations XVIII: 4 


of 1926 his fascination for this sort of politics must have reached a 

very high peak, for 4 and ¥ were then in transiting opposition, 
while Aragon's 4 ¢ fell right on their midpoint by quadrature. 
Four days after the exact opposition, his hesitation quite dissolved, his 
enthusiasm unbounded, Aragon made application to join the French 
Communist Party. The date was 6" January 1927 and in this criti- 
cal matter he even got the jump on Breton by a few days. 


Figure 3: Louis Aragon 

Birth Joins the Communist Party 
Noon, 3" October 1897 Noon, 6 January 1927 
Paris, France Paris 


Several years later, in October 1930, Aragon decided to visit the 
Soviet Union with Elsa Triolet, his Russian-born wife. Still a de- 
voted member of the Party and the cénacle both, Aragon was em- 
powered by the surrealists to uphold their point of view at the Con- 
gress of Revolutionary Writers, which was to be held in Kharkov 
during his sojourn in the U.S.S.R. With all his charm and wit 
Aragon made some headway at first in promoting surrealism as 
genuinely revolutionary. The Congress especially welcomed his 
resolutions on the inefficacy of passivism. However, on the final 
day, hours before his departure from Kharkov, Aragon was pre- 
sented with an official ultimatum: If the force of his resolutions 
was to prevail, certain ambiguities would have to be cleared away, 
and this meant that he would have to sign a document in which he 
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explicitly rejected all idealist thought including Freudianism; com- 
mitted himself to struggling constantly against counterrevolutionary 
Trotskyism; broke with Breton's Second Manifesto; and agreed to 
submit all his future literary activity to Party supervision. 

Poor Aragon! 2 & was just then separating from a conjunction 
with his 4X, and how very much he wanted the approval of the 
Comintern! But more than this—far more than this—» at 10° @ and 
at 11° T were also both afflicting Aragon's © at 10° =. Conjoined 
natally, 4 and ){ were now in sharp contradiction; moreover they 
were leveled right at this fine talker from a Western bourgeois de- 
mocracy. Browbeaten by these hardened revolutionaries, intimidated 
by these communist bureaucrats, Aragon signed his confession on 1“ 
December 1930. 

Back home, Aragon seemed shifty and uncertain and the surreal- 
ists, who were astounded by his about-face, subjected him to relent- 
less counter pressure. Within that same month he made public a 
retraction of his Kharkov confession. But nothing of substance 
was really resolved. Everything remained "cracked and inhar- 
monious." Nor was Aragon himself really being sincere, for his 
commitment to socialist realism was now firm. Soon in another 
public about-face he would again disavow dépaysement as a revo- 
lutionary strategy. The time had come, he would write, "to put an 
end to the baroque, the 'modern style' and the flea market - the final 
resources of sophisticated boredom and of the pessimism derived 
from too much leisure." 

No cénacle of course would be complete without its Judas. For 
Breton the Aragon Affair, as it is known, coincided with the transit 
of B in opposition to his o&. This political debacle, along with cer- 
tain events in his private life, precipitated a period of depression 
that made 1931 one of the most difficult of years. More, though: 
Breton with his mystical vision may well have discerned in 
Aragon's defection a sign that the eternal opposites were growing 
downright quarrelsome. Here in microcosm, in this fraternal liter- 
ary spat, was the European mind, stymied in its healing, drool- 
ing after certainties. Not on this tired continent would there be any 
frolicsome reconciliation of the mind with itself. No, the circus 
trainers have-become a little arrogant. They have forgotten why the 
mighty tiger lets its jaws be pulled apart. 


HERE ONCE was a poet who built his privy out over the edge 

of a cliff, and when he looked down through the hole, occa- 

sionally he saw eagles. 

Myself, I arranged certain glyphs in the round, and when I 
gazed down through the human psyche, I encountered a world of huge, 
spinning stones. 
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Taking their surrealism in earnest, astrologers—some master the 
equations for determining precisely the angular momentum of the 
angel of methane's frozen farts. 

Weft and warp, » and Xk: and still the net is not so loosely 
strung that we cannot catch fish of the sturgeon's ilk, bottom- 
feeders, virtually albino and stark with cartilage. 

But then who will milk the squid? 

There once was a woman who wore braille skirts to teach the 
blind. She sprinkled icing sugar in the mocha java skies. She 
brought scented cartridges to the shotgun wedding. 

She held a burnt match to the wick of a black candle. She 
walked along dark alleys littered with rubber daggers. It was trea- 
sonous of her to paint such graffiti on the capital city. 

Gently showing the butterfly that she is no flower. Gently telling 
the moon that she has other lovers. Gently pulling quills from a 
drugged hound. 

Her fog lamps on, she drives through snow. Spotted ocelots rico- 
chet off the windshield. 
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When Will | Get 
a Letter from Sophie? 


RUTH BAKER otastrol, aHP, CMA 


WAS WONDERING why I hadn't heard from my close friend, 
Sophie, who had gone to spend some months at her home in 
France. She had been there for well over a week and normally 
writes to me as soon as she arrives there. | was hoping she was 
all right as her health had not been good. 


27° 3 Se 


When will I get a letter from Sophie? 
11:35 PM GMT, 23" September 2000; 51N48, 1E09 
© hour, ® day. 


There is no planetary hour agreement, but the ©, ruler of the hour, is 
angular and rules the 4" of my friend's home. 

As the querent, I am represented by the ), ruler of the ascending sign 
of &. Weak and peregrine in the 4" house of Sophie's home, it shows my 
concern for her well being. Sophie, as my close friend, is signified by the 
11" house ruler, 2 and by the sign of & on the cusp. 2 and 8 describe her 
accurately as being extremely nice-looking with strong shoulders, lovely 
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dark eyes and hair, and always very smartly dressed’. 2, although in the 
Via Combusta, is very strong in her own sign of = in Sophie's 6" house 
of illness which is ruled by a very strong 8, so I thought I had no real 
need to be concerned about her health, especially as both planets are an- 
gular and unafflicted. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
o) 2 % g % D) Peregrine, Fall 
>» 0} = 4 3 % | Peregrine 

¥ g > g cs y 

g 3 4 g J y Ruler 

oa y g >) 3 © | Peregrine 

4 § = g y S| Detriment 

4 g - g g y Peregrine, & 

® % >) 4 g 


¥MR*. ) from *O to* ¥ 


Letters are a 3" house matter’ and in this chart the ruler of my 3“ 
house is 3, aptly the natural significator of communications. The sign on 
the 3" cusp is T? which signifies the south western area of France’ which 
is where Sophie has her home. ?, conjunct the fortunate star Spica, is the 
strongest planet in the chart and is angular in the radical 4" house. This, 
together with the mixed reception between Sophie's significator, 2, and 
§, the letter, told me that she would write, as did the closeness of $ and 2 
in the 4" house, the 4" representing the end or the outcome of things. 
Also, night ® is in the 3“ house of letters, ruled by 8. 

Why hadn't I heard from Sophie? The ) separates from a sextile with 
the ©. The © rules the turned 4" of Sophie's home and is separating 
from a trine with retrograde », significator of husbandry and tillage.‘ I 
guessed from this that she had found her very large garden in a badly 
overgrown state, and the house in much need of cleaning after her 
months of absence from France. This had obviously taken up her time 
and would explain her delay in writing to me. 

As well as being my co-significator, the ) also signifies letter-carriers* and I 
took the time when I would receive a letter from the )’s sextile application to 4, 
ruler of the foreign 9" house, in just over 1°. Both planets are in succedent 
houses so I thought this meant one week rather than in one day, which gave a 
date of the 30" September. 

A letter from Sophie arrived on the 29" September, but the ) is fast moving. 
As I thought, Sophie was well but had been much occupied sorting out her very 
large garden and her house. @ 


' William Lilly’s Christian Astrology pp. 73 & 94. 
2 Ibid. p. 52. 

* Ibid. p. 96. 

‘Ibid. p. 555. 

5 Ibid. p. 81. 
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H. SHUSEH KOKUBU ou». 


HE QUERENT was an engineer working for an automobile 

maker. He was not very happy with his position and was think- 

ing of becoming a freelance or working for another company. 

As he had already given notice of resignation to his company, 
he had to make decision by the end of that year. He asked, "Will I be able 
to find a new position by the end of this year? Or will I become a free- 
lance?" 


Will I find a new position by the end of the year? 
4:22 PM JST (07:22 UT), 15" October 1998; 35N44, 1239E46 
8 hour, 4 day 


A horary astrologer will need to see if the chart is radical or not. Wil- 
liam Lilly refers only to the similarity of the hour ruler and the ascending 
sign and its ruler, but Abraham Ibn Ezra says a horary chart is radical if a 
planet which has any dignity in the ascending degree aspects to the As- 
cendant. In this chart the © aspects to the ascendant by opposition, and it 
is the ruler of the fiery triplicity by day and is exalted in T. Therefore 
this chart is radical. 
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I saw the ascendant ruler o and the ) were in the 6" house of em- 
ployees, and this made me think that he would get a position with an- 
other company—he would have become a freelance had they been angu- 
lar. 

Retrograde % is in the 1‘ house, which can signify the denial of per- 
fection of the matter asked about. But in this case it doesn't affect the 
matter because » rules the 10" house which represents the querent's pro- 
fession. Therefore this is rather a good signification for him. The ) is 
applying to 4 % and these two are in mutual reception by exaltation and 
triplicity—we must remember that another horary authority Zahel used 
the Greek-style triplicity rulers, with % ruling the fire triplicity. The ), 
however, has to enter the next sign to perfect her trine aspect with . In 
such a case the quesited matter will not be realized until the querent has 
either abandoned or forgotten about it; it always takes longer than the 


querent expects. Therefore I judged that the querent would get a new po- 
sition but not until the next year. 
Essential Dignities (Ptolemy) 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
[o) g % % ¥ y Peregrine, Fall 
») 10) 2 ° v o | Peregrine 
Ls o oa oi cv c Peregrine 
2 2 % % 4 4 Ruler 
J g g i) g © | Peregrine 
4 ¥ 2 v § ¥ Ruler, & 
4 | Q > Q Q 3 | Peregrine, & 
g 4 3 » ¥ 2: 
§MRoO. ) from*O too 


And then he asked when he would get a new position. It is sometimes 
difficult to judge the timing of perfection in horary astrology because 
there are several factors to be considered. The easiest way is to measure 
the ecliptic distance between the significators in aspect. As you can see, 
there are 5° between the ) and , which implies five months later. 

Another possibility is four months later because there are almost 4° 
between @ and the ©. Some may wonder why I refer to these two plan- 
ets. In this sort of question, moving from the current place to another, the 
7" house represents the new place.’ @ rules the 7" house that represents 
the new company that the querent would join, and the © is the almuten 
of the Ascendant—the planet with the most dignity on that house cusp. 
And also the conjunction of 2 and the © signifies an affirmative answer. 
I thought that 2-© was more prominent than )-» because it was in the 
7" house of the new company. The distance of ecliptic degrees in angular 
and cardinal usually equates to ‘days’, but given the indication that the 


' Cf. Christian Astrology p. 371. 
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quesited matter would not take place until the next year, I said he would 
join the new company within four months, probably in the first half of 
February. 

The querent applied for a position with a certain company in Novem- 
ber and had two interviews. He felt these had been promising but he did 
not receive an offer. He then looked for other opportunities and forgot 
the company he had visited in November. In the last week of January he 
was both surprised and pleased to receive an official offer from that 
company. He joined it on 1“ February, three months and a half after pos- 
ing the question. 

@ 
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R. L. Byrnes responds to Larry Ely’s review? of his book. 
Dear Mr. Ely, 

You have read one or two things into my book, Jesus and the Holy Shroud: 
An Astrologer's View, and failed to read in one or two things that I presumed (in 
error, it appears) would be read into it by astrologers. 

I left UNC Chapel Hill in 1964 without graduating (I had already begun an 
interest in things astrological and metaphysical in the previous year, and decided 
that the classroom curriculum no longer offered me anything of interest, so I 
returned home to Berkeley, where astrology soon took me over completely). 
You have correctly intuited that I completed a rough draft of the book in 1970, 
although I did not mention this fact anywhere in the work. 

But it is what you did not read into the book which brought forth this re- 
sponse to your review. You take me to task for changing the classical exaltation 
degrees of the planets and luminaries by a degree one way or the other in three 
cases, but fail to take into account what you had just previously mentioned, 
which is my definition of the boundaries for Sabian degrees. 19° T is an am- 
biguous way to list the ©’s ecstasy—did the ancients mean the 19" degree or 
the 20", which starts by my definition at 19°00’ T? The same goes for ¥ at 15° 
TI: for me, its ecstasy starts at 15°00 Ti and ends at 15°59°59” Tlf. In the case of 
&, classically ecstatic at 28° 4, I simply differ, that’s all: this by Sabian symbol- 
ism, as I do all of the ecstasies pf the planets and luminaries (wherein the classi- 
cal degrees listed for the ), 2, 4 and * can be read, as far as I am concerned, 
directly from the Sabian Symbol degrees as listed in Jones and Rudhyar). The 
ancient exaltation lists, you know, did not represent any sort of scientific preci- 
sion carved in stone: in the Mathesos II, 3 of Firmicus the tradition is already 
established, but Ptolemy in the 2 century simply derives the signs of exaltation 


? Considerations XVIII: 3, pp. 93-97. 
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for the celestial bodies (by correlation of their “natures”) without listing any 
degrees, and Manetho, around the same time, simply lists the degrees without 
elaboration—all this is exhaustively explored in Cyril Fagan’s Zodiacs New and 
Old. 

Thus, presuming an internal consistency to astrological symbolism (an as- 
sumption which I never found any reason to doubt), I base my attributions on 
the content of the Sabian Symbols as correlated with the qualities of the celestial 
bodies in question. 

You take me to task for being “preemptory” in tone with my delineations of 
the charts, and for offering too little information, apparently of inferior quality. 
I don’t know how else I could have proceeded—certainly not by a lengthy and 
presumptuous attempt to psychoanalyze Jesus. I tried to stick to what could be 
unambiguously demonstrated in the charts, and employed every possible method 
for rectification from progressions to directions to transits (as ion the case of the 
Entombment chart in relation to the natal chart). Precise dates for later “events 
in the Christian world” (as you put it) are not always ascertainable, but I should 
have thought that the charts for the Treasure of Montségur and the Spear of 
Longinus would have satisfied at least some of your desire for dates useful in 
rectifying the charts for Jesus and the Entombment. 

As for your suggestion that I “back up” Jesus’ birthdate by one day to get 
“the correct date of the exaltation of the ©”, that is your theory, not mine. I 
have demonstrated by the use of harmonics, at least to my own satisfaction, that 
the 12" April chart is correct, not 11" April; I do not regard it as “self- 
deception”. 

As for how I found the Ascendant for Jesus, your surmise is not quite accu- 
rate. I actually intuited the 19" degree of Ml while reading through Rudhyar’s 
symbols in The Astrology of Personality—without any inductive reasoning at 
all. Then I immediately realized that this would put P-o’-) in Tl’ in the 10" 
House, opposite the }{ stellium in the 4", and suddenly it all clicked into place. 
It wasn’t until later, when I began rectifying the chart, that I moved the Ascen- 
dant to the 20” degree of Tl. Later still, I discovered Walsh’s book on the 
Shroud, opened it to the Shroud image in negative, and felt my heart skip a beat 
as I saw staring out at me with closed eyes the T archetype with Tl ), and M 
rising. I realized that I now had a way to rectify Jesus’ chart, using the time of 
the Shroud photo, and my book was born (in the late spring of 1969). 

—Berkeley, California 


a) ST 
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Larry Ely responds to Ronald Byrnes’ response 
Dear Mr. Byrnes, 

I found your intermediate text on the principles of astrology very impressive, 
as I did your vanguard history of the Shroud. But I had problems with your 
choice of 7 BC for Jesus’ birth year and also with how you determined April 12 
to be the day of Jesus’ birth by reference to the ancient exaltation degree of the 
© and by the assertion that this date was also the heliacal rising of the 4 ¢ . 

Concerning your assertion that the heliacal rising of the conjunction was on 
April 12 in 7 BC, I must point out that 4 was 37° behind the ©, while \’s helia- 
cal rising at Middle Eastern latitudes occurs when it is several to 17° behind the 


As to your use of exaltation degrees, I can only reiterate that you have been 
inconsistent in your definition of whole degrees, which has nothing to do with 
whether a degree starts at 0:00 of a sign or 0:01 of a sign. It must be presumed 
that the ancients were consistent in their definition of where a sign began. If 
they stated that ©, ¥, and o” were respectively exalted in 19° T, 15° Ill, and 28° 
®, then you must either consistently interpret, for example, an 182° T planet, a 
14¥%° Ill planet, and a 272° @ planet as being exalted or you must consistently 
interpret a 19%2° T planet, a 154° TI planet, and a 28%° @ planet as being ex- 
alted. You may choose how to interpret a zodiacal degree (“19° T”, “15° TP”, 
“28° 7%”, etc.)—whether one assigns a planet with degree and minute of arc toa 
degree by rounding up or by rounding down—but you cannot ascribe inconsis- 
tency to how the ancients put into 1° packets the originally expressed positions 
of planets in degrees and minutes of arc. You are free to differ with them, but 
you have to adduce a wealth of information to support your case if you do so. 
Ancient authority may not be lightly ignored, but if it is ignored, a strong case 
must be brought to bear in doing so. There is wheat and there is chaff in what 
we have received from the ancients; the chaff is stuff we got from someone not 
really in the authentic tradition, and for a particular theory we cannot know at 
the outset whether it is wheat or chaff. Exaltation degrees were not carried on 
through the European astrological tradition. It could have been an oversight, or 
perhaps European astrologers found no efficacy in them. Whatever the reason, 
they are not now bedrock, accepted astrological theory, and on that score it is 
surely unwise to employ them in rectification, especially in so controversial a 
rectification as the date of Jesus’ birth, if one wants to see a wide acceptance of 
one’s work. But the more pressing matter is the crucial question of Jesus’ birth 
year, which is highly controversial and which needs to be found before we can 
find the day in that year; before we can pin the tail on the donkey, we first have 
to find the donkey. 

Authorities have given birth years for Jesus ranging from 12 BC to 9 AD. 
Given this, finding Jesus’ year and day of birth with astrology is highly prob- 
lematical because rectification theory (see works published in these pages by 
Gillman, Nicholls, Harvey, and others) has only advanced to the point of find- 
ing a time out of 24 hours, and no longer, by correlating events with configura- 
tions. There are purely astrological procedures for delimiting a span of years to 
a single year or portion of it, but they are not systematized in a general rectifica- 
tion theory that is agreed upon. And even if they were, they are not applicable 
to the problem at hand owing to lack of biographical data for Jesus. So an as- 
trologer has to approach the question of Jesus’ birth from textual-Biblical- 
astrological-astronomical, spiritual-esoteric and historical information to argue 
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for a much narrower time span than what we start with. Finally, it seems plain 
to me that any resulting rectified chart can only be authenticated by reference to 
the synastry argument it can make with hundreds of individuals over the centu- 
ries and by its predictive power. 

At the time you investigated Jesus’ birth date, crucially important astronomi- 
cal, Biblical, and historical information was lacking that is now available. In my 
view what is holding back the finding of Jesus’ correct birth year is the inertia 
represented by the vast majority of investigators of this question, who believe 
fervidly in the correctness of either the year 7 BC, 6 BC, or 5 BC based on (or 
partly on) the thesis that the 4 o % in } in the first two of these years was the 
Star of Bethlehem (or was the first sign leading to it). That fervid belief needs 
to be differentiated from knowledge; practically all astrologers who approach 
this question do not have a solid understanding of the applicability of the com- 
pounded 4 o % because the theory of these is incomplete, as much as they like 
to think otherwise. The conjunction thesis is wrong for a number of astrological 
reasons that do not depend on interpretation. It turns out that Johannes Kepler, 
so beloved of astrologers and astronomers alike, who propounded the thesis 
connecting (but not identifying) the Star with the conjunction, made a blunder in 
his treatment of these conjunctions, thereby setting generations of Star of Beth- 
lehem hunters down the wrong road. Kepler put the conception in May 7 BC 
and the birth in February 20, 6 BC in one version, and the birth in January or 
February 5 BC in another version. In both cases 4 ¢ played a central role in 
his thinking. 

The years 7 BC and 6 BC especially have acquired a decided cachet amongst 
the contending years amongst modern students of this question, but for ancient 
students the most commonly cited year is 3 BC, with 2 BC a close second. As 
regards the Crucifixion, the ancients put it at 32 AD, with 33 AD a close second, 
while the moderns by a ratio of 2-to-1 favor either 29 AD or 30 AD. From re- 
cent accurate astronomical computations we know from two Oxford University 
professors “with reasonable certainty” that the Crucifixion was on April 3, 33 
AD—this was the only lunar eclipse visible from Jerusalem between August 26 
AD and July 36 AD. This lunar eclipse accounts for the Old and New Testa- 
ment references in Joel and Acts to the ) turning ‘blood red’, which is lay lan- 
guage describing a lunar eclipse. The year 33 AD was earlier given by Rudolf 
Steiner, whose clairvoyant readings, as in the case of Edgar Cayce, have been 
corroborated in various quarters. As the Gospels relate that Jesus was “about 
30” at the Baptism (Luke, 3:23) and as it may be inferred there and in the other 
Gospels that his ministry was 2 or 3 years, we compute a birth in 1 BC or 1 AD 
(contiguous years), both of which are closer to 3 BC or 2 BC than is 7 BC. An 
early scholar to raise strong points for the 1 BC birth year was Filmer. Another 
scholar of this question discovered a printer error in the 1544 AD edition of 
Flavius Josephus’ Antiquities, in which the year of Herod’s death first appears as 
4 BC, while in all previous editions it had appeared as 1 BC. Josephus (37—c. 
100 AD) was a near contemporary Jewish historian. And Herod, of course, was 
the ruler of Judea whom the Kings visited asking after the location of the baby 
Jesus. Herod died shortly after Jesus was born, so if Herod’s death was in 1 BC, 
then Jesus could have been born in 1 BC or possibly 2 BC, but not in 4 BC, the 
date that the 7 BC-5 BC conjunction folks accept. Josephus reports that Herod 
died within a few days after a lunar eclipse. A 4 BC death date would have to 
have been after the lunar eclipse of March 13, 4 BC, which was only a 40% 
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eclipse. The lunar eclipse of January 10, 1 BC was a 100% eclipse. Rudolf 
Steiner said that Jesus was born in 1 BC on December 25. Steiner was a Euro- 
pean intellectual and his clairvoyance was a developed, conscious clairvoyance, 
hence his information can be relied upon. And lastly, the greatest astrologers 
and thinkers of the middle ages and Renaissance used December 25, 1 BC. 
These include such people as Pico, Cardan, a world class mathematician of his 
time, D’Ailly, a leading French Cardinal, and Albert the Great, the teacher of 
Aquinas, and one of the most encyclopedic minds of all time. On account of all 
the foregoing, an open minded investigator has much to consider anew if he has 
been an advocate of 7 BC, 6 BC, or 5 BC. But now to Kepler’s blunder. 

Kepler believed that the traditional Great Mutation cycle of 794 years had a 
profound regulating effect on spiritual history. But in his thesis that the Star of 
Bethlehem was precipitated by the 4 ¢ % in T in January-February 5 BC, he 
was not adhering to the tradition because the counterpart to the T conjunction in 
5 BC is the year 1584, which is 20 years before the conjunction of 4 and * that 
he thought precipitated the new star that appeared in 1604. He noticed the star 
appeared amidst a massing of o’, 4, and %, and he found that after the three 4-* 
conjunctions in 7 BC, of appeared with them to form a stellium at the end of H 
on February 20, 6 BC. He took this date to be the appearance of a new star (the 
Star of Bethlehem) amidst these three planets, just as he assumed these three 
planets had precipitated the new star in 1604. He had read Abrabanel, who said 
that Moses was born just after a 4 ¢ % in H, that } rules the Jews, and that 4 and 
% oversee the devolution of rulership from father to son. Abrabanel had no jus- 
tification for contradicting Ptolemy, who gave the rulership to T in his 
Tetrabiblos. The conjunction Abrabanel mentioned had been in %, not H. Ke- 
pler must not have checked his data, which is understandable given his exhaus- 
tion from just having finished solving the planets’ orbits and his excitability at 
seeing the new star. He apparently felt that the three pass conjunction in { was 
part of a process that informed the Magi of the coming birth, but he extended his 
thesis to say that the following conjunction in T in 5 BC must have precipitated 
the Star, because 4 and % were then in the same trigon as when the 1604 star 
appeared with them in ~. Kepler changed the birth year from 6 BC to 5 BC 
because he had just read the work of the chronologist Laurentius Suslyga, who 
argued persuasively that Jesus was not born in 1 BC but in 5 BC based on 
Herod’s dates. For mysterious reasons those who came afier Kepler understood 
him to think that the 7 BC conjunction in 1 was the Star of Bethlehem, even 
while his thought was first that the Star appeared in the midst of the 6 BC mass- 
ing of o, 4 and % in late }, and second that it was a star that appeared in the 
midst of the 5 BC conjunction of just 4 and » in T, while the previous 1 mass- 
ing presumably acted as a preliminary sign. Kepler conveniently modified the 
Great Mutation theory to make it both predict the Star and the new star. But in 
presenting his chronological table to show important cyclical events, he chose to 
use a period of 800 years, not 794 years, the period of the Great Mutation, and 
not 804 years, the period implied by going two cycles from 5 BC to 1604 AD. 
The statement in this table is very confused, and ambivalent. But whichever 
period he used, his Biblical, historic dates are so wildly conjectural, that we can 
only say to ourselves that he offered no evidence whatsoever for cycles of 794, 
800, or 804 years. 
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The astrological argument that the 7 BC 4 o * in } was the Star of Bethle- 
hem is non-existent, as are astrological arguments that begin with this conjunc- 
tion as a first sign for the Magi. Consider these points: 

1. 


There is no published empirical evidence that the Great Mutation cycle 
regulates major spiritual turning points, even while it has a grand Sas- 
sanian (ei to7™ century AD Persian) tradition. 

The mere 794 year period is not especially long for a grand spiritual 
event to come onto the world stage. Why did Jesus come at this 794 year 
cycle and not at the next one, or the next or the next? 

The 7 BC conjunction was not a mutation conjunction, considered an im- 
portant point in the cycle, because the entry into 1 was either 66 BC or 
126 BC depending how entrance is defined. 

Entrance into a new element was not defined in the case of three-pass 
conjunctions in the Sassanian tradition (to be a mutation conjunction, do 
all three passes have to be in the new element or not?) 

Sassanian tradition does not assert (to my knowledge) that a three-pass 
conjunction is more special or powerful than a single pass conjunction, 
The 7 BC conjunction was not a near occultation (the two planets did not 
coalesce by one partially overlapping the other to make an extra bright 
object). At all three passes the two planets were two full ) diameters 
apart—quite a large separation. (But many think an occultation oc- 
curred.) 

There is no astrological tradition that } rules the Jews. Kepler got this 
from Abrabanel (without checking up on it), and Abrabanel had no astro- 
logical ability or authority. 

The only astrological tradition we have concerning rulership of the Jews 
is that of Ptolemy, who gave that rulership to T in Tetrabiblos, Book II, 
Sections 2 & 3. 

The Great Mutation theory is a confused and undeveloped catch-all the- 
ory that can be all things to all astrologers because it never acquired the 
rigor of passing through the Hellenistic and then the Roman tradition on 
into the European tradition. 


The identification of the conjunction of 4 and % in } with the Star of Bethle- 
hem acquired the cachet it has because: 


Kepler was thought to have originated it. He did nor think the Star was 
the conjunction; he thought a new star appeared, somehow precipitated 
by these planets, but not until they reached T, even while he thought the 
} conjunction was a first phase in the development. 

What Kepler was thought to have said made a huge impact on succeed- 
ing generations because he was considered to be a god by astrologers 
and astronomers alike. 

Kepler’s idea was misconstrued into the potent image of an especially 
bright object via an occultation, thereby lending it even more mystique. 
The three passes of 4 and * are easily argued to fit with the vague and 
ambiguous descriptions of the movements of the Star of Bethlehem in 
Matthew. 


Until there is solid empirical evidence for the 794-year Great Mutation cycle 
to produce great spiritual changes on the earth, it is not rational to put such stock 
in the conjunction theory when it comes to a problem of such moment as finding 
Jesus’ birth year. —Hadley, Massachusetts 
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Arnold Schwarzenegger 


4:10 AM CEDT (02:10 UT), 30" July 1947 
Graz, Austria: 47NOS5, 15E27 


California’s Governor-elect following the extraordinary recall vote of the state’s 
previous governor on 7" October 2003. Before this Arnold had enjoyed im- 
mense success as a body-builder, winning multiple titles, and action film star. 
He came to the USA in 1968 and married into the wealthy Kennedy clan on 26" 
April 1986. 

Secondaries to Arnold’s election appear to 
confirm the above birth time (from him to a 
friend of Doris Doane in 1979) and may help 
resolve an irritating astrological question. By 
solar are in RA progressed MC is 19°10’ and 
the regressed ASC is 19°53°6, which 
conjunction by secondaries is appropriate but 
fails to connect with either natal or transiting 
bodies. Naibod in RA, however, does provide 
the necessary connections—progressed MC is 
22°37°S and regressed ASC is 22°59°S. As the 
progressed ) on the day was at 22°39° %, 
closely trine to this conjunction of the 
progressed and regressed angles, and transit Q (mean) was at 22°15°8, directing 
the secondary angles by Naibod in RA, at least in this instance, is to be preferred 
to Solar Arc in RA. By Solar Arc in Longitude, another frequently used meas- 
ure, the progressed MC is 18°40°S and the regressed ASC is 27°50°8. 
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Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a pro- 
fessional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Angeles Rocamora Cortés writes for the Spanish-language magazine Mercu- 
rio-3. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doctorate in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne 
(Department of Philosophy, University of Paris). For more of his ideas visit the 
C.ULR.A. web site at http://cura. free. fr/cura-en.html. 


Hideaki Shuseh Kokubu is a trueborn Tokyoite. He is currently a tutor of the 
Qualifying Horary Diploma course, which he studied under Olivia Barclay. 
Visit http://www.est.co.jp/~kokubu/qhde/ 


Barbara Koval is the author of The Lively Circle and Time & Money. She lives 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Ken Paone has been actively studying planetary influences on the weather for 
about 13 years. His analyses of important past weather patterns have appeared in 
several astrological magazines. The August 1998 edition of The Guadalajara 
Colony Reporter carried his prediction of Hurricane Isis that formed off the west 
coast of Mexico, and the April/May 2003 issue of The Mountain Astrologer fea- 
tured his predictions of Hurricanes Jimena and Fabian, as well as Tropical Storm 
Grace. Ken can be contacted at kensweather@msn.com. 


Bob Makransky, who alternates his time between astrology, farming and chan- 
neling in rural Guatemala can be contacted through his website at 
www.dearbrutus.com. 


Virginia A. Reyer can communicate in six languages and is currently research- 
ing the Vertex. Virginia now lives in Glendale, Arizona. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer, Douglas Smith, a former professor at 
York University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Haliburton, 
Ontario. 

Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, whose 


writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier has worked 
in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He currently lives in Cape Town. 


@ 


97 


